
Southern Bioenergy Network News – January 2014 Edition 
 
Welcome to the Southern Bioenergy Network News. I hope your New Year has gotten off to a wonderful 

start! 

 
As far as highlights since the beginning of 2014, 25x’25 and SAFER each filed comments to EPA calling 

on the agency to reject its proposal to reduce 2014 biofuel blending requirements under the federal 

Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). 
 

The President delivered his State of the Union speech the last week of January.  Unfortunately, renewable 

energy, and bioenergy in particular, were not addressed in his speech.  The President chose to focus on 
actions that would incentivize the use of nat gas for transportation, urge states to develop energy 

efficiency and clean energy policies, new appliance energy standards, and implement programs to address 

climate change.  State of the Union Fact Sheet 

 
The President is scheduled to sign the Agriculture Act of 2014 (Farm Bill) on Friday in Michigan.  The 

Farm Bill took a winding, often contentious, path to bipartisan acceptance in the House and Senate.  Of 

most importance to the SBN partners, the Farm Bill includes a robust and streamlined set of energy 
programs backed with nearly $900 million in mandatory funding. 

 

Please find more information on these items as well as many other announcements, reports, research and 

actions in the compilation of international, national, regional and state news. 
 

Also, please visit the SAFER Events Page to see what bioenergy-focused events are taking place in the 

region in 2014.  Also, please feel free to send me any information on events that you would like to see 
included on the SAFER website. 

 

Thanks again for your support and interest in advancing bioenergy initiatives in the Southeast!  More 
information about the evolution of SAFER will be coming soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brent Bailey 

25x’25 Alliance, State Activities Coordinator 

SAFER Alliance, Project Coordinator 

 
 
International 
 
Renewables will continue to be the fastest-growing energy source, supplying a bigger share of the 
world's needs than nuclear by 2025, according to BP Plc in its Energy Outlook 2035.  
http://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/about-bp/energy-economics/energy-outlook.html  
 
For millennia, humans have burned biological material as an energy source. Biomass has made a 
resurgence in recent decades as a sustainable form of energy. Biomass facilities provide communities 
with this sustainable form of energy while also providing new jobs and a new source of tax revenue 
upon a facility’s completion. However, not ever community is welcoming of a biomass facility.   
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2014/02/03/biomass-projects-can-overcome-opposition/ 
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National 
 
In the last week of January, the Congressional Farm Bill Conference Committee released a compromise 
bill between the House and the Senate that includes mandatory funding for a downsized Energy Title, 
including the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) and Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP).   
On January 29, the U.S. House considered and passed the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Farm Bill) with a vote 
of 251-166.  On February 4, the Senate passed the bill on a 68-32 vote.  The President will sign the bill on 
Friday in Michigan.   Manager’s Statement.  Farm Bill Conference Report. 
 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the creation of the first ever Regional Hubs for Risk 
Adaptation and Mitigation to Climate Change at seven locations around the country. "Climate Hubs" will 
address increasing risks such as fires, invasive pests, devastating floods, and crippling droughts on a 
regional basis, aiming to translate science and research into information farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners can use to adapt to evolving climatic conditions.  The Southeast Regional Hub will be located 
at the Forest Service’s Southern Research Station in Raleigh, N.C.   
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/a36c2c  
 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's Office of Energy Projects reported that renewable energy 
sources (i.e., biomass, geothermal, hydropower, solar, wind) accounted for 37.16 percent of all new 
domestic electrical generating capacity installed during calendar-year 2013 for a total of 5,279 MW.  
Among renewable energy sources, solar led the way in 2013 with 266 new "units" totaling 2,936 MW 
followed by wind with 18 units totaling 1,129 MW. Biomass added 97 new units totaling 777 MW while 
water had 19 new units with an installed capacity of 378 MW and geothermal steam had four new units 
(59 MW). 
 
The use of clean energy technology has seen a sharp rise in military sites in the U.S., as the armed forces 
push into green sources of power around the country.  The Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps. 
have looked for ways to reduce its energy bills in recent years even as the Pentagon's budget is 
squeezed.   Combined, the U.S. military goes through $4 billion worth of power on its bases.  
http://www.pewtrusts.org/our_work_report_detail_full.aspx?id=85899534018  
 
The EPA has revised up its estimate of gasoline usage for 2014 to 134.6 billion gallons.  With increased 
fossil fuel use projections coupled with EPA's proposed cuts for the RFS in 2014, the Congressional push 
to reform or eliminate the RFS has eased in recent months.  http://www.businessweek.com/news/2014-
01-08/renewable-fuels-law-rewrite-unlikely-by-congress-shimkus-says  
 
The federal government is proposing new standards for wood burning units that it says will dramatically 
reduce emissions. According to the federal Environmental Protection Agency, stoves manufactured 
under the proposed standards would release 80 percent less pollution than those made under current 
rules.  http://www2.epa.gov/residential-wood-heaters  
 
The Renewable Fuels Association commissioned Informa Economics, Inc. to conduct an analysis on the 
allegations that RIN prices contributed to gas price run-up in 2013.  Conclusion:  “Although retail 
gasoline prices and RIN prices both increased in early 2013 and remained elevated (though volatile) 
during the middle of the year, this was mainly coincidental, and upon closer examination it can be 
determined that these changes generally occurred for different reasons. In fact, the increase in gasoline 
price early in the year actually pre-dated the increase in RIN prices. Based on statistical analysis, it can 
be concluded that changes in RIN prices did not “cause” the changes in retail gasoline prices in 2013.” 
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http://www.ascension-publishing.com/BIZ/Ethanol-RIN-correlation.pdf  
 
An analysis from the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development at Iowa State University entitled, 
"Feasibility and Cost of Increasing US Ethanol Consumption Beyond E10," Bruce Babcock, director of the 
Biobased Industry Center and a professor of economics at ISU, said the proposed reduction of all 
biofuels in the RFS puts first- and second-generation ethanol producers at odds in the market.   
http://www.card.iastate.edu/publications/synopsis.aspx?id=1217  
 
Wind farms, whether privately owned or part of a public utility, receive a $23 tax credit for every 
megawatt-hour of electricity they generate. This credit, which was worth about $2 billion for all U.S. 
wind projects in 2013, has helped lower the price of electricity in parts of the country where wind power 
is prevalent.  In December congress allowed the credit to expire.  
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-01-09/wind-energy-companies-prepare-for-tax-credits-
end  
 
Former Colorado Gov. Bill Ritter released a report offering 200 ideas on how the Obama administration 
can move the nation closer to a clean energy economy and reduce America's carbon emissions over the 
next three years, using his executive powers.  The report is the product of an exhaustive study by Ritter's 
Center for the New Clean Energy Economy. http://cnee.colostate.edu/p/powering-forward  
 
The Solar Foundation released its highly anticipated National Solar Jobs Census 2013, which found that 
the U.S. solar industry employed 142,698 Americans as of November 2013. This figure includes the 
addition of 23,682 solar workers over the previous year, representing 19.9 percent growth in 
employment since September 2012.  
http://www.thesolarfoundation.org/research/national-solar-jobs-census-2013  
 
Regional 
 
The American Council on Renewable Energy issued its 2013 report on renewable energy in the 
southeastern United States.  Despite having suitable renewable energy resources, the report found that 
Southeastern states have often been reluctant to create market signals attractive to renewable energy 
developers and investors.  But there are a few states that are hotspots for investment.  This report 
evaluates each Southern state’s policy status and renewable energy’s economic impact.  Renewable 
Energy in the 50 States: Southeastern Edition.  
 
25x'25 and the Southeastern Partnership for Integrated Biomass Supply Systems (IBSS) co-hosted a 
webinar on the role of the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) and Renewable Identification Numbers 
(RINs) in driving biofuels production and technology development on January 24, 2014.  To view the 
webinar archive, go to:  http://www.bioenergywebinars.net/webinars/the-role-of-the-renewable-fuels-
standard-and-renewable-identification-numbers-in-driving-biofuels-production-and-technology-
development/webinar_view  
 
The Southeastern Partnership for Integrated Biomass Supply Systems (The IBSS Partnership) is working 
to deploy the infrastructure-compatible biofuels industry in the southeastern United States.  To help 
achieve this goal, the Guidebook for the Sustainable Production Practices of Switchgrass in the 
Southeastern U.S. was designed to be a practical reference guide for stakeholders involved in the supply 
chain of utilizing herbaceous energy crops for advanced bioenergy production. The booklet is a guide for 
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the establishment, sustainable management, and harvest of switchgrass utilized as a purpose grown 
energy crop for advanced bioenergy production.  
http://www.se-ibss.org/documents/publications/guidebook-for-the-sustainable-production-practices-
of-switchgrass-in-the-southeastern-u.s  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Green Power Partnership released its quarterly ranking of 
the top 30 greenest colleges and universities in the country in terms of renewable energy use. The EPA 
ranked the University of TN-Knoxville at No. 10, based on current green power purchases.  Renewable 
energy accounts for about 32 percent of total electricity usage at the Knoxville campus.  Other regional 
schools of note include Oklahoma, Oklahoma State and Texas A&M.  
http://epa.gov/greenpower/toplists/top30ed.htm  
 
Convenience store operator MAPCO Express Inc. has announced it will begin offering E15 to customers 
with a goal of offer the blend at 100 of its 362 stores.  More than half of the company’s store locations 
are in Tennessee. It also operates convenience stores in Alabama, Georgia, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Kentucky and Virginia.  http://ethanolproducer.com/articles/10658/mapco-sets-goal-to-offer-e15-at-
100-mega-stores-in-the-southeast  
 
 
In The States 
 
Alabama 
 
Zilkha Biomass Energy is moving forward with the design and building of a black pellet fuel plant.  With 
an output capacity of 275,000 metric tons per year, this will be the first full-scale commercial black 
pellet production facility in the world.  The plant is expected to be completed and fully operational by 
early 2015.  http://www.aconex.com/news/press-release/zilkha-biomass-energy-builds-black-pellet-
plant-aconex  
 
The Cherokee County Commission adopted a resolution supporting regulations on wind energy farms in 
Alabama.  Wind supporters say a pre-filed bill would make wind energy developments "near impossible" 
through overly stringent regulations serves as a moratorium on wind energy development.  
http://blog.al.com/east-alabama/2014/01/cherokee_county_commission_end.html  
 
Florida 
 
The Gulf Coast Energy Network is pleased to announce that the Power Up Energy Expo is coming back to 
Pensacola Beach on APRIL 28-30, 2014.  Now in its 6th year, Power Up remains the premiere energy 
show along the Gulf of Mexico.  For agenda and registration information, go to 
http://www.powerupenergyexpo.com/  
 
Georgia 
 
Georgia Power Co. is abandoning a plan to convert coal-fired Plant Mitchell to biomass, citing several 
factors including stricter environmental regulations.  GA Power announced last week it would file a 
request with the Georgia Public Service Commission to pull the plug on the project.  If the PSC approves, 
Georgia Power would retire the 155-megawatt coal-burning unit in April 2015, the compliance date for 
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new mercury and air toxics standards set by the EPA.  
http://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/news/2014/01/16/georgia-power-canceling-biomass-project.html  
 
Robins Air Force Base in Georgia is looking to increase its use of renewable fuels by about 10% annually. 
Currently, about a third of the base's vehicles use E85 or biodiesel.  Mitch Moody, a transportation 
specialist in the 78th Logistics Readiness Squadron said, "We don't see any failures or faults because of 
alternative fuels."  http://www.macon.com/2014/02/02/2913429/robins-boosts-use-of-alternative.html  
 
The Herty Advanced Materials Development Center has announced the addition of a new mobile pellet 
development unit (MPDU), a versatile pellet system designed for rapid screening of feedstocks and 
processing conditions.  The MPDU allows clients to better assess process conditions to produce pellets 
from a range of feedstock types.  http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9905/herty-announces-
mobile-pellet-mill  
 
Louisiana 
 
Stored inside huge white domes on the banks of the Mississippi River are millions of wood pellets, which 
will be packed into container vessels and shipped to Europe, where power companies will burn them in 
an effort to meet the European Union’s stringent renewable energy requirements.  Environmentalists in 
Louisiana are crying foul over European corporations using Louisiana’s forests for their profit, and 
perhaps polluting the planet in the process.  http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/1/16/green-
energy-demandineuropemaybethreateningamericanforests.html  
 
Mississippi 
 
KiOR has temporarily halted production at its biomass conversion facility in Columbus, Miss., to improve 
its operations.  Several upgrades that are being made will be tested through the first quarter of this 
year.  The company expects many of the improvements to be in place by the end of 2014's third quarter.  
KiOR has produced 894,000 gallons of gasoline, diesel and fuel oil. That number includes the 385,000 
gallons that were produced during 2013's last quarter.  
http://www.cdispatch.com/printerfriendly.asp?aid=30254  
 
Ergon Inc.’s wholly owned subsidiary, Ergon Ethanol Inc., has acquired Bunge North America Inc.’s 
interest in and now owns 100 percent of the former Bunge-Ergon Vicksburg, LLC.  Now called Ergon 
BioFuels, the project began as a joint venture between Ergon Ethanol, Inc. and Bunge North America in 
2007. With an annual throughput capacity of 54-million gallons, Bunge-Ergon Vicksburg was one of the 
largest producers of ethanol in the southeastern U.S. until operations were suspended in December 
2012.  http://www.ergon.com/news/39-ergon-acquires-bunge-146s-interest-in-mississippi-ethanol-
facility  
 
Bluefire Renewables, Inc. received notice from the DoE indicating that the DOE would no longer provide 
funding under the Company's grant for the development of its cellulosic biofuels facility in Fulton, 
Mississippi, due to the Company's inability to comply with certain deadlines.  
http://www.greencarcongress.com/2014/01/20140102-bluefire.html  
 
Explosions and an intense blaze at the JNS Biodiesel LLC facility in northern Mississippi reduced it to 
smoldering rubble.  There we no injuries.  The owners of the 8 million gallons a year plant vow to 
rebuild. http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/22/us-biofuels-fire-idUSBREA0L1VP20140122  
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Missouri 
 
Murphy-Brown of Missouri (MBM) and Roeslein Alternative Energy have announced joint plans to 
develop a $100 million renewable biogas project in northern Missouri to produce energy for regional 
distribution.  Biogas will be harvested from MBM finishing farms using impermeable synthetic covers 
placed on existing nutrient treatment lagoons, and barn scraper technology will be utilized to deliver 
raw nutrients of livestock waste to covered lagoons.  
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9890/murphy-brown-roeslein-to-develop-missouri-biogas-
plant  
 
The Columbia (MO) City Council approved legislation to increase goals for incorporating renewable 
sources into the city's energy portfolio.  With passage of the bill, the share of renewable energy required 
in the city's portfolio by 2018 was increased from 10 percent to 15 percent. The goal for 2023 was 
increased from 15 percent to 25 percent, and a new goal of 30 percent by 2029 was added.  Currently, 8 
percent of the city's energy portfolio is made up of renewable sources. 
 
Blue Sun Biodiesel, who has a 30 million gal/yr facility in St. Joseph, has announced that they have 
solved the challenges of enzymatic biodiesel at world-class scale — which promises to open up a whole 
new range of lower-cost feedstocks for biodiesel.  Blue Sun’s feedstock advantage alone can yield a 
savings of 10 cents per pound of feedstock, or 75 to 80 cents lower cost per gallon of finished biodiesel.  
http://www.gobluesun.com/main/news/biodieselnewsstory.php?news_id=137  
 
North Carolina 
 
The ports of Wilmington and Morehead City will soon install biodiesel storage tanks to help boost their 
local capacity. Wilmington will get a 20,000 gallon tank and a 10,000 gallon tank while Morehead City 
will just get a 10,000 gallon tank. The biodiesel will then be blended at 20% for distribution locally.  
http://www.wilmingtonbiz.com/technology/2009/07/23/ports_to_get_biodiesel_storage_tanks/489  
 
Researchers at North Carolina State University have developed a simple, effective and relatively 
inexpensive technique for removing lignin from the plant material used to make biofuels, which may 
drive down the cost of biofuel production.   http://news.ncsu.edu/releases/wms-achinivu-2014/  
 
NPD Solarbuzz, a solar energy market research and analysis firm, recently ranked North Carolina the 
second-highest state in terms of solar capacity in the country, losing only to California. The 2013 report 
marked an improvement from the previous year, when North Carolina ranked fifth nationally in solar 
energy capacity.  http://www.dukechronicle.com/articles/2014/01/16/nc-ranked-no-2-solar-capacity  
 
South Carolina 
 
Sonoco has installed a new biomass boiler to replace two aging coal-fired boilers at Sonoco’s main 
Hartsville manufacturing plant.  The 75$ million system is fueled primarily by woody biomass and will 
provide 16 MW of power and process steam to the plant.  It is believed to be one of the most state-of-
the-art biomass boilers in the nation.   http://www.scnow.com/messenger/news/article_6260b240-7f9f-
11e3-8935-001a4bcf6878.html  
 
South Carolina State University has added a new Engineering and Computer Science Complex. The 
project, partially funded by Savannah River Nuclear Solutions LLC, will house a Center for Energy Studies 
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which will focus on the study and production of biodiesel fuel, hydrogen production through switchgrass 
and other agricultural waste products, and more.  http://thetandd.com/business/progress-s-c-state-
unveils-m-science-complex/article_612973be-8baa-11e3-8df0-0019bb2963f4.html  
 
Tennessee 
 
Genera Energy Inc. is showcasing some of the most cutting-edge, effective and innovative commercial 
harvesting techniques available in the biomass industry as it begins its latest harvest of biomass energy 
crops.  Genera indicates that its new system delivers biomass product that offers tremendous savings in 
cost, time, production, storage and delivery compared to traditional methods.  
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9897/genera-energy-showcases-commercial-biomass-
harvesting-concept  
 
Texas 
 
A 9-million-gallon-a-year biodiesel plant will soon be coming to Temple, Texas.  Thomas Biodiesel LLC 
will build the $30 million refinery that will employ 30 full-time workers and utilize waste cooking oils and 
other sources for feedstock.  http://domesticfuel.com/2014/01/07/texas-town-to-get-biodiesel-plant/  
 
Researchers at The University of Texas at Austin’s Cockrell School of Engineering have developed 
genetically engineered yeast cells which can produce oil and fats from ordinary table sugar.  These fats 
and oils can then be used a feedstock for production of biodiesel and other value-added products.  
http://www.utexas.edu/news/2014/01/21/engineer-converts-yeast-into-biofuel/  
 
 
 

*    *    * 
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