
Southern Bioenergy Network News – September 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners: 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

USDA Biofuel Infrastructure Partnership 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that 21 states will receive grants through the Biofuel 

Infrastructure Partnership (BIP) to install nearly 5,000 pumps offering higher blends of ethanol (E15 and 

E85) to supply more renewable fuel to America's drivers.  This will be made possible by matching the 

$100 million federal investment with private and state resources at a more than one-to-one ratio. Those 

southeast states potentially set to receive grants and the number of pumps expected to be installed 

include: Florida – 892; Louisiana - 110; Missouri – 171; North Carolina – 190; Texas – 763; Virginia-

Maryland 191; West Virginia – 107.  The competitive grants program was announced in May 2015 and 

the deadline for states to submit proposals was July 15, 2015. 

Clean Power Plan Webinar 

“The Future of Biopower in the Clean Power Plan” webinar will be held on October 6th 2015 from 12:00 

pm-1:15 pm ET. Please sign up for the webinar HERE by October 5th 2015.  On August 3, 2015, the White 

House announced the highly anticipated Clean Power Plan (CPP). Despite the many rules and 

requirements established by the CPP, there remain many questions about how the CPP will account for 

systems that generate thermal energy and electricity from biomass. To help bioenergy partners and 

others get up to speed on the CPP and the road ahead for future growth in biopower generation, we will 

be joined by presenters from the Biomass Power Association, South Carolina DHEC, and DoE Argonne 

National Lab. Please sign up for the webinar by Oct. 5. 

Renewable Fuel Standard 

Nearly two dozen top executives from the advanced and cellulosic biofuels industry sent a letter to 

President Obama regarding the U.S. EPA’s renewable fuel standard (RFS) volume requirement proposal.  

The letter emphasizes that EPA’s May 29th RFS proposal represents a broken promise that is negatively 

impacting investments and partnerships in advanced biofuels, is sending projects and jobs overseas, and 

is at odds with the president’s initiatives to combat climate change. 

IBSS Partnership 

The Southeastern Partnership for Integrated Biomass Supply Systems project held its annual partners 

meeting at Auburn University recently.  The meeting presentations and posters are now available for 

viewing. Learn more about issues related the bioeconomy, including bioenergy crop development and 

production, feedstock transport logistics, crop conversion into higher value products, system 

sustainability, and stakeholder outreach and education.  Also, see the project’s latest newsletter for 

more information about the project, its partners and latest research findings. 

National Bioenergy Day 2015 

The Biomass Power Association, U.S. Forest Service and partners have finished this year's NBD video 

and it has been posted to www.bioenergyday.com and YouTube.  The video focuses on the role of 
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bioenergy in Maine’s forestry sector.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 21, 2015 (which 

also coincides with Forest Products Week). BPA and the US Forest Service have provided a “how to host 

a National Bioenergy Day event” planning guide to help you brainstorm ways to showcase your 

involvement in bioenergy to your community, and offers some planning ideas and template materials 

for outreach. Check www.bioenergyday.org for more information or contact Carrie Annand at 

carrie@usabiomass.org.  

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 

International 

 USDA FAS has released a new report looking at China’s biofuels market, saying it is unclear how the 
country will meet its ambitious targets for continued expansion given its decision to limit grain-
based biofuel production and the limited availability of alternative feedstocks. 

 Enerkem's Edmonton, Alberta, biofuel plant has reportedly reached full-scale production. The plant 
produces biofuel from non-recyclable municipal waste, with an eventual capacity of 10 million gallons 
per year.   

 Global biofuels capacity will reach 61 billion gallons annually by 2018, with ethanol and biodiesel making 
up 96% of that amount, according to a study performed by Lux Research. The study indicates that 
ethanol and biodiesel will reach capacities of 40 billion gallons per year and 19 billion gallons per year. 

National 

 The available presentations from BETO’s Bioenergy 2015 conference are online. Check out the great 
plenary and breakout speaker slides on feedstocks, sustainability, biogas, and algae. Also, see the new 
shortened version of the BETO video, “Sustainability in Bioenergy: A Nation Connected.” 

 FutureMetrics has a new dashboard related to developing a US industrial wood pellet sector.  The 
dashboard estimates how many tons of pellets a state will demand if some of the power plants pulverize 
and blend wood pellets with coal in their pulverized coal power plants. 
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 The Bioenergy Knowledge Discovery Framework (KDF) is continually adding new publications, data sets, 
map layers, and models to aid researchers in the bioenergy community.  New research papers include:  
Bioenergy and Sustainability: Bridging the Gaps, April 2015; Risks to Global Biodiversity from Fossil-Fuel 
Production Exceed Those From Biofuel Production, April 2015.  
 

Regional 

 Antares Group, Inc. will receive up to $9 million in DOE funding to design sustainable bioenergy systems 
that promote the environmental and socioeconomic sustainability of cellulosic bioenergy. The project 
will aim to enable more stable and diverse future feedstock supplies. 
 

 Genera Energy discusses commercial-scale production and harvest of several annual and perennial 
biomass feedstocks that is under way and paving the way for biofuels, biopower and biobased products. 
The article appears in the October issue of EPM. 
 

In the States 

Louisiana 

Renewable Energy Group Inc. said another fire occurred at its 75 MMgy renewable diesel production 

complex in Geismar.  The facility was nearly finished rebuilding from an April fire and was expected to 

restart production in the third quarter. 

Missouri 

A fire has torn through the biodiesel plant in Bunceton, forcing the evacuation of the small town due to 

the fumes and high heat levels of the fire. The facility was one of the last remaining prosperous 

businesses in the town. 

Tennessee 

PHG Energy is building a new biomass gasification plant capable of cleanly converting more than 30 tons 

of composted municipal solid waste material daily into thermal energy while producing a valuable high-

carbon biochar in Pigeon Forge.   

Texas 

Texas A&M University will receive up to $4 million in DOE funding to develop next-generation biofuels 

that will help reduce the cost of producing gasoline, diesel, and jet fuels from biomass. These project are 

part of DOE’s continued effort to develop technologies that will enable the production of clean, 

renewable, and cost-competitive drop-in biofuels at $3 per gallon of gasoline equivalent by 2022. 

Virginia 

The Virginia Community Wood Energy Program and Virginia Cooperative Extension are co-sponsoring 

the "Virginia Wood-fired Boiler Workshop” on October 7 in Blackstone, VA, to examine energy cost 

savings through fuel switching and other issues.  Contact John Ignosh at jignosh@vt.edu for more info. 
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The ethanol plant Vireol in Hopewell is mothballing for an undetermined amount of time due to 

continuing low gas prices that are in turn weighing on ethanol prices.  The facility produces 175,000 

gallons of ethanol a day from a variety of cereals and will shut its doors until the situation improves. 

Washington State  

A five-year, $40 million study called Advanced Hardwood Biofuels Northwest is laying the foundation for 

a Pacific Northwest industry that converts sustainably produced poplar feedstock into fuels and 

chemicals. 

Events 

The SWITCHGRASS-III - Prairie & Native Grass International Conference will be held in Knoxville, 

Tennessee USA in Sept 30 – Oct 2, 2015.  Following the tradition, the conference will focus on 

switchgrass as a dominant species of the tallgrass prairie and savannah ecosystems as well as dedicated 

lignocellulosic bioenergy feedstock.  Please use the following web link for important early and regular 

registration deadlines and submission of Abstract for your oral-, or poster 

presentation.  http://www.switchgrassconference.com/  Please pass this message along to colleagues, 

post-docs, and graduate students who might be interested in the meeting. 

NCSEA’s annual Making Energy Work conference is the setting for collaboration to move North 

Carolina’s clean energy economy forward.  The 7th Making Energy Work Conference will be held at the 

Raleigh Convention Center on October 6-7, 2015.  For more info:  http://www.makingenergywork.org/.  

Save the Date: Kentucky Bioenergy Day Set for Oct. 21 

The organizers of Kentucky's 2015 National Bioenergy Day are urging stakeholders and others interested 

in the clean energy technology to "save the date" of the event, Oct. 21. 

Cox Interior of Campbellsville, KY, has agreed to be the featured project for Kentucky's Bioenergy Day 

event. The Cox Interior facility has utilized woody biomass in their Combined Heat and Power (CHP) 

system for a number of years and attendees will have the opportunity to see the equipment in 

operation. 

John McLean of Mac Farms is commissioning a biogas system on his nearby farm and shuttle vans will be 

available so attendees can go and see his digester. 

Lunch and exhibit tables will be set up for attendees to network and learn more about programs and 

technologies in the bioenergy field. Tours and networking are expected to begin around 9:30 a.m. ET, 

followed by short program and lunch. Additional tours will be available during the afternoon for those 

unable to visit the systems during the morning. 

Questions or suggestions should go to Tim Hughes, Director of Biofuels, Department of Energy 

Development and Independence, Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet, at (502) 564-7192 Ext. 

265, (502) 330-1262 (mobile), or at TimD.Hughes@KY.Gov. 
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