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National 

 

Biomass Power Association is planning the first ever National Bioenergy Day for October 17, 

2013. National Bioenergy Day will be an opportunity for elected officials, media and other 

stakeholders to visit their local facilities to witness the firsthand the process by which wood and 

other organic materials generate energy. Participants will take the opportunity to demonstrate to 

visitors in person how bioenergy works – and its local economic and environmental benefits – so 

that legislators and other stakeholders understand the importance of supporting an energy source 

that provides power to their district. National Bioenergy Day will include activities in 

Washington, D.C. that will tie the local events together across the country. To find out more 

about how to get involved, please contact Carrie Annand at carrieannand@hillenby.com.  

http://www.biomasspowerassociation.com/docs/National%20Bioenergy%20Day.pdf  

 

The U.S. House of Representatives passed a stripped down of the Farm Bill on July 11. Members 

of Congress voted 216-208 to approve the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management 

Act of 2013, or H.R. 2642…The U.S. Senate passed its version of the Farm Bill on June 11 by a 

vote of 66 to 27. To move the legislation forward, the House and Senate versions of the bill will 

have to go to conference committee. The Senate farm bill is available here while the House farm 

bill is available here. 

http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9183/house-passes-farm-bill-but-hurdles-remain  

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a supplemental final rule associated 

with the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) program. This rule contains a lifecycle greenhouse gas 

(GHG) analysis for renewable fuels made from giant reed (Arundo donax) and napier grass 

(Pennisetum purpureum), and a regulatory determination that such fuels qualify as cellulosic 

renewable fuel under the RFS program. EPA is addressing concerns over the potential for these 

feedstocks to behave as invasive species by adopting a set of new registration, recordkeeping, 

and reporting requirements that apply only to fuels produced under these pathways. 

http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/documents/420f13040.pdf  

 

EPA has updated its RE-Powering Mapping and Screening Tool, which will now provide 

preliminary screening results for renewable energy potential at 66,000, up from 24,000, 

contaminated lands, landfills, and mine sites across the country. The RE-Powering America’s 

Land Initiative, started by EPA in 2008, encourages development of renewable energy on 

potentially contaminated land, landfills and mine sites when it is aligned with the community’s 

vision for the site. 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/1453114a4728f

a0385257bbe00580004!OpenDocument  

 

The U.S. Supreme Court has decided not take up the petroleum industry’s E15 appeal. The 

appeal, filed by the American Petroleum Institute, Grocery Manufacturers Association and a 

consortium of other organizations in February, challenged the D.C. Circuit Court’s decision to 

mailto:carrieannand@hillenby.com
http://www.biomasspowerassociation.com/docs/National%20Bioenergy%20Day.pdf
http://www.ag.senate.gov/issues/farm-bill
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20130708/BILLS-113hr-PIH-FAARM-Act.xml
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9183/house-passes-farm-bill-but-hurdles-remain
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/documents/420f13040.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/1453114a4728fa0385257bbe00580004!OpenDocument
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/bd4379a92ceceeac8525735900400c27/1453114a4728fa0385257bbe00580004!OpenDocument
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reject the its challenge of the partial waiver granted by the U.S. EPA to allow E15 use. 

http://www.ethanolproducer.com/articles/9971/supreme-court-will-not-take-up-e15-challenge  

 

President Obama has tapped a renewable energy advocate as the Navy's new energy chief. 

Obama nominated Vice Adm. Dennis V. McGinn (Ret.) as the Navy's assistant secretary for 

energy, installations and environment. McGinn comes over from the American Council on 

Renewable Energy, where he was president and chief executive. The selection signals a 

continued commitment to green energy within the armed forces. 

http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/309771-obama-picks-new-navy-energy-chief  

 

The Energy Department has launched the new Buildings Performance Database, the largest free, 

publicly available database of residential and commercial building energy performance 

information.   

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=895 

 

Biofuels Digest has announced the launch of the Biofuels Digest SuperData wiki, including 966 

pages of project data, arranged by project, including project name, location, feedstock, 

processing technology, products, and project capacity. Using the wiki format, the database can 

be edited in real-time by any reader around the world to add or modify project information to 

reflect current status, news events of note, awards, advancements or expansions in project 

technology — plus data on yields, economics, lifecycle, partners or anything that any reader 

knows and is in a position to share. 

http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/06/24/1000-project-bioeconomy-database-launches-

from-biofuels-digest-superdata/  

 

The National Alliance of Forest Owners (NAFO) released new data confirming the strong value 

forest owners provide to the U.S. economy. The Economic Impact of Privately-Owned Forest in 

the United States reveals forest owners support 2.4 million jobs, $87 billion in payroll, $223 

billion in sales and 5.7 percent of all U.S. manufacturing. In addition to the full report, NAFO’s 

interactive U.S. map provides a convenient snapshot of individual state data. 

http://www.nafoalliance.org/private-forest-owners-make-significant-contribution-to-u-s-

economy-new-report-shows/ 

 

In July, the U.S. Department of Energy announced four research and development projects to 

bring next generation biofuels on line faster and drive down the cost of producing gasoline, 

diesel and jet fuels from biomass. The projects – located in Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah and 

Wisconsin – represent a $13 million Energy Department investment.   

http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investment-accelerate-next-

generation-biofuels 

 

The U.S. Department of Energy recently released a new video, Biofuels 101, highlighting how 

technological advances are increasing biofuel efficiency and reducing production costs. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ck3FYVNl6s&feature=plcp 

 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced funding for 631 projects across the 

nation – including 45 in North Carolina – that will help agricultural producers and rural small 

http://www.ethanolproducer.com/articles/9971/supreme-court-will-not-take-up-e15-challenge
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/309771-obama-picks-new-navy-energy-chief
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=895
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/06/24/1000-project-bioeconomy-database-launches-from-biofuels-digest-superdata/
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/06/24/1000-project-bioeconomy-database-launches-from-biofuels-digest-superdata/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=91714053&msgid=840985&act=DPZL&c=532529&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fnafoalliance.org%2Feconomic-impact-report%2F
http://www.nafoalliance.org/private-forest-owners-make-significant-contribution-to-u-s-economy-new-report-shows/
http://www.nafoalliance.org/private-forest-owners-make-significant-contribution-to-u-s-economy-new-report-shows/
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investment-accelerate-next-generation-biofuels
http://energy.gov/articles/energy-department-announces-new-investment-accelerate-next-generation-biofuels
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ck3FYVNl6s&feature=plcp
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businesses reduce their energy consumption and costs, use renewable energy technologies in 

their operations and/or conduct feasibility studies for renewable energy projects. Grant and loan 

funding is made available through the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Rural Energy 

for America Program (REAP), which is authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill.  

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2013/08/0161.xml&navid=NEWS_R

ELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrieveconte

nt  

 

Advanced Energy Economy (AEE), a national business organization representing the advanced 

energy industry, today unveiled a “Public Utility Commission Portal,” an online database that 

provides insight into the official bodies responsible for energy regulation in the 50 states. The 

site also includes key energy data for each state and a comparison tool that allows users to 

analyze states side by side. 

https://www.aee.net/articles/new-database-provides-a-window-into-public-utility-commissions-

in-all-50-u-s-states  

 

The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) recently published Energy 

Efficiency Opportunities at USDA, a white paper that outlines the main programs at USDA that 

provide funding that can be used for energy efficiency. Some are more well-known as energy 

efficiency programs, like the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) and the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Others haven’t been used for energy efficiency in years. 

These programs make up a toolkit that the energy efficiency community should keep in mind 

when working in rural areas. 

http://aceee.org/white-paper/energy-efficiency-opportunities-usda  

 

What’s Next in Technology, Policy, and Finance is the theme of the upcoming Advanced 

Biofuels Leadership Conference, ABLCNext, scheduled for October 9-11, 2013 in San 

Francisco, CA. Among the topics to be discussed will be moving to commercial scale for 

cellulosic biofuels, next wave technologies for biofuels, new feedstocks, and the latest 

developments in financing and partnerships.  

http://www.cvent.com/events/ablcnext-2013/event-summary-

bb69f1b67740476b821e2d5ebb1f3cf2.aspx 

 

The 7th Annual Algae Biomass Summit, taking place in Orlando, FL September 30th through 

October 3rd, will showcase advances in algal biology research, discuss innovations on the road to 

commercialization, and look at engineering issues. Industry tours of Algenol, Daytona 

International Speedway and the Kennedy Space Center will also be offered. 

http://algaebiomasssummit.org 

 

Regional 

 

All too often, bioenergy supporters are playing defense – responding to attacks or criticism of 

policies that support bioenergy initiatives. On October 4 from 11-12 ET, a webinar by the 

Southeast Agriculture and Forestry Energy Resources Alliance (SAFER), in partnership with 25 

x ’25, will explore how we can turn this around with a focus on pro-active communication about 

the positive aspects of bioenergy. Drawing on her experience in managing regional marketing 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2013/08/0161.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2013/08/0161.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2013/08/0161.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
https://www.aee.net/articles/new-database-provides-a-window-into-public-utility-commissions-in-all-50-u-s-states
https://www.aee.net/articles/new-database-provides-a-window-into-public-utility-commissions-in-all-50-u-s-states
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_Reap.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://aceee.org/white-paper/energy-efficiency-opportunities-usda
http://www.cvent.com/events/ablcnext-2013/event-summary-bb69f1b67740476b821e2d5ebb1f3cf2.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/ablcnext-2013/event-summary-bb69f1b67740476b821e2d5ebb1f3cf2.aspx
http://algaebiomasssummit.org/
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and branding activities, Lee Anne Nance, Executive Vice President of the Research Triangle 

Partnership and Managing Director of the Research Triangle Cleantech Cluster, will share tips on 

branding the South as a bioenergy leader and getting out the word about positive success stories 

in your community, region and state. There is no charge, but please register in advance at 

https://southern.ilinc.com/register/bkpmrxw.  

 

The Southeastern Partnership for Integrated Biomass Supply Systems (IBSS) will hold its 

Annual Meeting on September 25-27. The meeting will be hosted by and held at North Carolina 

State University in Raleigh. Feedstock development, sustainability metrics and modeling, and 

extension, education and outreach are among the topics on the agenda. 

http://www.se-ibss.org/news-events/press-releases/ibss-annual-meeting 

 

Analysis Tools and Certification Schemes Used to Ensure Sustainability is the subject of an 

upcoming webinar sponsored by IBSS and hosted by Southern Regional Extension Forestry. The 

webinar, scheduled for September 24 at 12:00 pm, is part of a series titled “Transitioning from 

the Bucket to the Barrel.” For detailed information on webinar topics and speakers, please visit 

the series webpage at http://se-ibss.org/webinars-1. 

 

The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy has published the Southeast Woody Energy Inventory, a 

comprehensive database of bioenergy project proposals and biomass consuming facilities. The 

inventory is based on literature review, analysis of published datasets, and a survey of industry 

developers. All woody biomass technologies are covered (wood pellets, biomass electricity, 

CHP, thermal, and cellulosic biofuels).  

http://www.cleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/SE_Woody_Bioenergy_Inventory_2013.pdf 

 

Join the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy at noon ET on September 18, 2013 for a webinar 

that explores the question:  How Will Climate Change Affect Our Health in the Southeast U.S.? 

During this webinar, Dr. George Luber, of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

will examine this question and inform us about what can be done to prepare for and prevent the 

adverse health consequences of climate change. 

https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/958066543  

 

The 12th Annual Southern BioProducts and Renewable Energy Conference, hosted by the 

Mississippi Biomass and Renewable Energy Council (MBREC), will be held September 17-18 at 

Harrah's in Tunica, Mississippi.  This year's conference theme is Sustainability: A Driver for 

Regional Business and Economic Growth. 

http://www.ms-

biomass.org/documents/2013%20SBPRE%20Conf%20Registration%20form_5%20June.pdf  

 

States 

 

Alabama 

 

The national debate on alternative fuel sources has consisted of several ideas, from wind to solar, 

but one new source is finding a place to prove itself on the Gulf Coast – energy beets. Jim 

Eddins, owner of Perdido Vineyards, is one of the driving forces behind this initiative. “This is 

https://southern.ilinc.com/register/bkpmrxw
http://www.se-ibss.org/news-events/press-releases/ibss-annual-meeting
http://se-ibss.org/webinars-1
http://www.cleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/SE_Woody_Bioenergy_Inventory_2013.pdf
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/958066543
http://www.ms-biomass.org/documents/2013%20SBPRE%20Conf%20Registration%20form_5%20June.pdf
http://www.ms-biomass.org/documents/2013%20SBPRE%20Conf%20Registration%20form_5%20June.pdf


5 
 

for real,” Eddins said. “We have already set up a small processing plant in Perdido and are 

producing fuel-grade ethanol right now.” George Woerner, a Baldwin County agribusiness 

expert and president of Woerner Companies, is the other driving force behind the initiative. 

http://www.atmorenews.com/2013/06/26/beets-in-your-tank-processing-ethanol-in-

perdido/#sthash.ICo8G7zv.dpuf 

 

Zilkha Biomass Fuels has closed an $18.8 million finance package to convert an idled facility in 

Selma, Alabama to a full-scale Black Pellet plant with an annual capacity of 275,000 tons. Zilkha 

will use the financing to renovate and retrofit the former Dixie Pellets plant, acquired in 2010. In 

operation for less than two years before closing, the plant has 15 pellet mills along with coolers, 

dryers, conveyers and loading facilities. 

http://biomassmagazine.com/articles/9309/zilkha-lands-financing-to-convert-alabama-plant-to-

black-pellets  

 

Arkansas 

 

Scheduled for October 1, 2013 in North Little Rock, Arkansas, the 2013 emPOWERing Arkansas 

conference offers access to the latest information, solutions, and technologies fueling the success 

of Arkansas's advanced energy – bioenergy, renewable energy, and energy efficiency – 

businesses. The event includes several interactive workshops and panels, as well as a featured 

lunch program with former Colorado Governor Bill Ritter.    

http://arkansasadvancedenergy.com/index.cfm?objectid=065DAE60-B747-11E2-

B38E000C29CA3AF3  

 

Florida 

 

The 2013 Florida Energy Summit is scheduled for October 14-15 in Orlando, FL. Hosted by the 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the summit will bring together 

energy leaders from across the state and around the nation to share ideas on diversifying the 

state's energy sources, spurring economic growth and promoting energy conservation.  

http://www.floridaenergysummit.com/  

 

After a hiatus of more than half a year, Alachua County is resuming biodiesel production thanks 

to a new law championed by the area's state legislative delegation that makes related reporting 

requirements more manageable. The county began using waste vegetable oil to create biodiesel, 

which can be blended with typical diesel fuel for use in vehicles, in 2010. It halted its biodiesel 

production in December because it wasn't worth continuing the effort under the previous 

reporting requirements, county Environmental Protection Director Chris Bird said. 

http://www.gainesville.com/article/20130715/articles/130719768  

 

Florida-based Viesel Fuel owner Stu Lamb recently talked with Biodiesel Magazine about 

retooling his plant to produce biodiesel with Novozymes enzymes, one of only a few biodiesel 

plants in the world to accomplish this. Lamb has been in the biofuel production business for 

seven years making a renewable heating oil additive, but once the 50-cent alternative fuel 

mixture credit disappeared, he made the decision to get into the biodiesel business. 

http://www.atmorenews.com/2013/06/26/beets-in-your-tank-processing-ethanol-in-perdido/#sthash.ICo8G7zv.dpuf
http://www.atmorenews.com/2013/06/26/beets-in-your-tank-processing-ethanol-in-perdido/#sthash.ICo8G7zv.dpuf
http://biomassmagazine.com/articles/9309/zilkha-lands-financing-to-convert-alabama-plant-to-black-pellets
http://biomassmagazine.com/articles/9309/zilkha-lands-financing-to-convert-alabama-plant-to-black-pellets
http://arkansasadvancedenergy.com/index.cfm?objectid=065DAE60-B747-11E2-B38E000C29CA3AF3
http://arkansasadvancedenergy.com/index.cfm?objectid=065DAE60-B747-11E2-B38E000C29CA3AF3
http://www.floridaenergysummit.com/
http://www.gainesville.com/article/20130715/articles/130719768
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http://biodieselmagazine.com/blog/article/2013/07/viesel-fuel-upgrades-to-enzymatic-biodiesel-

production 

 

On July 31, INEOS Bio announced that its Indian River BioEnergy Center is now producing 

cellulosic ethanol at commercial scale. First ethanol shipments will be released in August. This is 

the first commercial-scale production in the world using INEOS Bio’s breakthrough gasification 

and fermentation technology for conversion of biomass waste into bioethanol and renewable 

power. 

http://www.ineos.com/en/businesses/INEOS-Bio/News/INEOS-Bio-Produces-Cellulosic-

Ethanol/?business=INEOS+Bio   

 

The Florida Biofuels plant is temporarily closed, and it's possible the facility will not reopen. The 

plant has already been closed for two weeks, Chris Speake, operations manager said on August 

8th. There is no estimate as to when it will reopen, he said. “That depends on market conditions, 

when and, or if the market stabilizes. We also have some investors looking at purchasing the 

plant so we have a couple of ways to reopen.” 

http://www.marcoislandflorida.com/article/20130808/NEWS01/130808008/Florida-Biofuels-

plant-temporarily-closed-may-not-reopen  

 

Georgia 

 

Georgia Power, Southern Company’s largest subsidiary, has signed a 20-year power purchase 

agreement with Rollcast Energy for the electrical output of its Piedmont Green Power Plant, a 

53.4 MW facility located in Barnesville, Ga. Under the agreement, Rollcast will retain all the 

renewable energy credits earned through the state’s renewable portfolio standard. The plant is the 

first greenfield biomass project developed by Rollcast. It will take in approximately 500,000 tons 

of locally-sourced woody biomass each year and generate enough electricity to power more than 

35,000 homes. 

http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9137/rollcast-energy-signs-ppa-with-georgia-power  

 

Kentucky 

 

The 2013 Governor’s Conference on Energy and Environment will be held September 17-18 in 

Lexington, KY. The conference will have general sessions that cover federal regulatory plans 

limiting emissions of greenhouse gases and the anticipated impact on Kentucky’s electric power 

sector. Breakout sessions will cover topics ranging from energy efficiency, renewable energy 

projects and land preservation. 

http://eec.ky.gov/Pages/conference.aspx  

 

Northern Kentucky farmers, the University of Kentucky, and other partners have completed a 

five-year research project to analyze switchgrass production as a biomass fuel for energy plants. 

UK forage specialist Ray Smith says the project was a success as growers did quite well in 

production. He says while current market conditions make biomass uncompetitive in that arena, 

it turns out the grass will work quite well as a warm season feed or livestock. 

http://kyfbnewsroom.com/across-kentucky-june-25-2013/  

 

http://biodieselmagazine.com/blog/article/2013/07/viesel-fuel-upgrades-to-enzymatic-biodiesel-production
http://biodieselmagazine.com/blog/article/2013/07/viesel-fuel-upgrades-to-enzymatic-biodiesel-production
http://www.ineos.com/en/businesses/INEOS-Bio/News/INEOS-Bio-Produces-Cellulosic-Ethanol/?business=INEOS+Bio
http://www.ineos.com/en/businesses/INEOS-Bio/News/INEOS-Bio-Produces-Cellulosic-Ethanol/?business=INEOS+Bio
http://www.marcoislandflorida.com/article/20130808/NEWS01/130808008/Florida-Biofuels-plant-temporarily-closed-may-not-reopen
http://www.marcoislandflorida.com/article/20130808/NEWS01/130808008/Florida-Biofuels-plant-temporarily-closed-may-not-reopen
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9137/rollcast-energy-signs-ppa-with-georgia-power
http://eec.ky.gov/Pages/conference.aspx
http://kyfbnewsroom.com/across-kentucky-june-25-2013/


7 
 

A demonstration scale photobioreactor (PBR) is being operated and expanded at Duke Energy’s 

East Bend Station located in Union, KY. The PBR converts the CO2 in flue gas to algal biomass, 

via photosynthesis. The biomass is then periodically harvested to supply feedstock for upgrading 

into value added products. The low energy harvesting system recycles water and unused 

nutrients.  

http://www.caer.uky.edu/caerblog/post/2013/08/05/CAER-Algae-Project-in-Algae-Biomass-

Industry-Project-Book.aspx  

 

Louisiana 

 

Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal has signed into law a rewrite of the state's alternative fuel vehicle 

tax credit program. The program provides a credit of 10 percent of the cost of an alternative fuel 

vehicle or $3,000, whichever is less. The bill definitively eliminates "flex-fuel" cars and trucks 

— which can burn ethanol but also use gasoline — from qualifying for the credit. 

http://news.yahoo.com/la-gov-backs-limits-fuel-154711094.html   

 

Cool Planet Energy Systems, a developer of small scale biorefineries which convert non-food 

biomass into gasoline, jet fuel, and soil enhancing biochar, today announced the location of their 

first commercial biorefinery in Alexandria, Louisiana. This location on the Port of Alexandria in 

Rapides Parish will serve as a showcase facility leading the way for hundreds of additional small 

scale biorefineries that Cool Planet plans to build across the United States.  

http://www.coolplanet.com/newsroom/first-10-million-gallon-refinery  

 

A St. Charles Parish refinery that converts animal fat, used cooking oil and other waste grease 

into diesel fuel has reached capacity in its startup phase and will be tweaked to improve the 

plant’s long-term reliability, the plant’s operator said Tuesday. Diamond Green Diesel, a joint 

venture between Darling International Inc. and Valero Energy Corp., said its plant in Norco, 

which was started in June, has reached continuous production of about 9,300 barrels per day of 

biodiesel. 

http://theadvocate.com/news/business/6894892-123/st-charles-parish-biodiesel-plant 

 

Mississippi 

 

Officials from Green Circle Bio Energy have announced the company is locating an energy 

wood pellet manufacturing facility in the George County Industrial Park. The project represents a 

company investment of $115 million and will create 126 jobs with the potential of up to 141. The 

facility is expected to be operational by spring 2015 and will produce wood pellets for shipment 

from the Port of Pascagoula to European markets to be sold to electric generating facilities as a 

renewable alternative to coal. Initially, the plant will have the capacity to produce 500,000 tons 

of wood pellets per year. 

http://www.southerngovernors.org/articleview.aspx?articleid=9965#sthash.QyJRGlyn.dpuf 

 

In July, KiOR, Inc. announced that its commercial scale cellulosic gasoline and diesel production 

facility in Columbus, Mississippi had achieved several key operational milestones. First, the 

Columbus facility's Biomass Fluid Catalytic Cracking, or BFCC, unit completed its first 

uninterrupted 30-day run. Second, the facility made its first shipment of cellulosic gasoline on 

http://www.caer.uky.edu/caerblog/post/2013/08/05/CAER-Algae-Project-in-Algae-Biomass-Industry-Project-Book.aspx
http://www.caer.uky.edu/caerblog/post/2013/08/05/CAER-Algae-Project-in-Algae-Biomass-Industry-Project-Book.aspx
http://news.yahoo.com/la-gov-backs-limits-fuel-154711094.html
http://www.coolplanet.com/newsroom/first-10-million-gallon-refinery
http://theadvocate.com/news/business/6894892-123/st-charles-parish-biodiesel-plant
http://www.southerngovernors.org/articleview.aspx?articleid=9965#sthash.QyJRGlyn.dpuf
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June 28, which represented the first fuel shipment since March, 2013. Lastly, the facility 

commenced regular shipments of both gasoline and diesel that same day.  

http://investor.kior.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=774642  

 

Rentech Inc., a U.S. supplier of wood pellets and nitrogen fertilizer, sold about 450 acres of land 

in Mississippi where it had planned to build a renewable-energy project. Adams County, 

Mississippi, paid $9 million for the land, Los Angeles-based Rentech said in a statement in 

August. The company shut in February its biofuel research unit that was developing systems to 

convert cellulosic biomass into synthetic gas.  

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-08-20/rentech-sells-mississippi-land-after-ceasing-

cellulosic-research  

 

Missouri 

 

Inventure International Limited, holding company of renewable process technology leader 

Inventure Renewables Inc., recently closed a $7.2 million round of financing that the company 

will use to establish a plant for the conversion of biomass into mixed industrial sugars, using 

Inventure’s patented Mixed Super Critical Fluid (MSCF) technology. In partnership with 

strategic investor Trebet Assets Corporation (Trebet), Inventure will use a portion of the 

proceeds to establish Alchimia Inc., a joint venture to build and operate a demonstration plant 

built around MSCF technology. The Missouri-based plant will process 20 tons per day of mixed 

biomass and/or lipid oilseed based feedstock into a variety of value-added products, including 

cellulosic sugars and methyl esters. 

http://www.inventurechem.com/news8.html   

 

It isn’t easy to build power lines, particularly those that would have to stretch across several 

states. A complex – and sometimes conflicting – patchwork of federal and state rules has delayed 

the completion of some projects and deterred investment. Now, some lawmakers in Kansas and 

other states are pitching an interstate compact to streamline that process and add renewable 

energy to the grid more quickly. A bill to join the compact sailed through the Kansas House this 

year, and lawmakers in Washington and Missouri have proposed similar legislation. 

http://www.governing.com/news/state/sl-states-explore-new-compact-to-increase-renewable-

energy.html  

 

North Carolina 

 

The Biofuels Center of North Carolina will close its doors in a matter of weeks after the 

legislature passed a plan to eliminate the center’s $2 million annual budget. Although the center 

is a nonprofit corporation, its funds have come mainly from the state, said spokesman Wil Glenn. 

The proposed state budget would set aside funds for biofuels research at the state Agriculture 

Department, said Anne Tazewell of the Clean Transportation Program at the North Carolina 

Solar Center. http://www.bizjournals.com/triad/news/2013/07/23/funding-axed-nc-biofuels-

center-to.html.  Although the N.C. Department of Agriculture will take over some of the 

responsibilities of the Biofuels Center, researchers and analysts say the state has taken a big step 

backward and could lose ground – and potentially thousands of jobs – to other states. More than 

two dozen research projects could lose funding, including some that are trying to answer 

http://investor.kior.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=774642
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-08-20/rentech-sells-mississippi-land-after-ceasing-cellulosic-research
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-08-20/rentech-sells-mississippi-land-after-ceasing-cellulosic-research
http://www.inventurechem.com/news8.html
http://www.governing.com/news/state/sl-states-explore-new-compact-to-increase-renewable-energy.html
http://www.governing.com/news/state/sl-states-explore-new-compact-to-increase-renewable-energy.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/triad/news/2013/07/23/funding-axed-nc-biofuels-center-to.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/triad/news/2013/07/23/funding-axed-nc-biofuels-center-to.html
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important questions about whether arundo donax and other plants are suitable replacements for 

corn in energy production. 

http://www.fayobserver.com/articles/2013/09/01/1278920?sac=fo.local 

  

The North Carolina Sustainable Energy Association’s 2013 Making Energy Work Conference, 

scheduled for November 5-6, 2013 in Raleigh, NC, offers access to the latest information, 

solutions and technologies driving the success of North Carolina's renewable energy and energy 

efficiency businesses.  

http://energync.org/calendar/ncsea-events/2013/11/05/2013-making-energy-work/  

 

The 2013 North Carolina Exports Wood Conference on November 13-15, 2013 will take place at 

the New Bern Riverfront Convention Center. The conference will highlight increasing 

opportunities for wood exports; the challenges and requirements of this industry. A pre-

conference tour will include Port of Wilmington and Morehead City orientation, a catered 

luncheon and a tour of Cogent Fibre. All of the details for the conference agenda and speakers, 

lodging information, tour agenda, registration and more can be found on the website: 

www.ncexportswood.com 

 

Blue Sphere Corp. has announced that its Charlotte, N.C., project, a 5.2 MW organics-to-energy 

anaerobic digester, has received a signed commitment letter from Caterpillar Financial Services 

Corp., the financial arm of Caterpillar Inc., to provide $17.785 million in debt financing. With 

the debt financing now committed, Blue Sphere is in the process of completing all closing 

conditions, including investment tax credit monetization, feedstock supply and permits. Blue 

Sphere expects to break ground on construction in the third quarter of 2013. Upon the 

completion of the Charlotte project, expected in the third quarter of 2014, Blue Sphere will 

continue as project manager and retain a 37.5 percent ownership position in the Charlotte project. 

http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9214/blue-sphere-receives-financing-commitment-

for-n-c-biogas-project  

 

Chemtex and Murphy Brown signed a long term agreement for the supply of purpose grown 

energy crops and residues to be used as cellulosic feedstock in Project Alpha, Chemtex's 

Cellulosic Ethanol facility planned for Clinton, North Carolina. The agreement covers a number 

of feedstocks to be grown on approximately six thousand acres of land owned or controlled by 

Murphy Brown. The proposed crops will be grown on acreage that is not typically used for grain 

production and will represent the backbone of the supply chain for the planned Chemtex 

biorefinery. 

http://www.chemtex.com/templates/news_20130716.html   

 

Oklahoma 

 

The 2013 Governor’s Energy Conference will take place October 9th in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Among the speakers will be Michael Skelly, Founder and President of Clean Line Energy. 

http://bus.collins.utulsa.edu/Governors-Energy-Conference/default.aspx 

 

 

 

http://www.fayobserver.com/articles/2013/09/01/1278920?sac=fo.local
http://energync.org/calendar/ncsea-events/2013/11/05/2013-making-energy-work/
http://www.ncexportswood.com/
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9214/blue-sphere-receives-financing-commitment-for-n-c-biogas-project
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9214/blue-sphere-receives-financing-commitment-for-n-c-biogas-project
http://www.chemtex.com/templates/news_20130716.html
http://bus.collins.utulsa.edu/Governors-Energy-Conference/default.aspx
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South Carolina 

 

The BioEnterprises and I-95 Rural Economic Development Summit, scheduled for September 19-

20 in Florence, South Carolina will focus on opportunities for attracting bioenterprises to the I-

95 corridor. Speakers from South Carolina and across the US to discuss changes in agriculture 

that are occurring nationally and globally, new industries that are on the horizon, and South 

Carolina’s comparative strengths and successes. There is no fee to attend, but pre-registration is 

required.  

 http://www.scbioenterprises.com/  

 

Tennessee 

 

GE Power & Water and PHG Energy, a Nashville-based alternative energy equipment company, 

have successfully collaborated on an innovative project to produce electricity from waste 

material by employing gasification technology to power GE's Clean Cycle heat-to-power 

generator. 

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/ge-heat-power-technology-phg-190000390.html 

 

The Northwest Tennessee Entrepreneur Center and Memphis Bioworks Foundation have formed 

a partnership to launch an agriculture innovation accelerator to help start and grow new 

agricultural businesses. The development of the accelerator is in response to the challenge issued 

by Gov. Bill Haslam to make Tennessee the number one state in the Southeast in the growth of 

the agricultural and forestry industries. 

http://www.ntecconnect.com/news-category/31-ag-accelerator-launches.html  

 

Tennessee State University's College of Agriculture, Human and Natural Sciences’ Mobile 

Biodiesel Education Demo will be on display at the Tennessee State Fair as part of the Green 

Collar Exhibit from Sept. 6-15. Throughout the week, informational fact sheets about bioenergy 

and biodiesel production will be available as part of the demo. 

http://tnstatenewsroom.com/archives/12886?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_

campaign=Feed%3A+TennesseeStateUniversityNewsroom+%28Tennessee+State+University+N

ewsroom%29  

 

Texas 

 

Concerns about power generation margins or resource adequacy and water shortages have led 

Texas to a policy crossroads. Texas Combined Heat & Power Initiative (TXCHPI) is pleased to 

announce that Texas Governor Rick Perry has signed House Bill (HB) 2049 and HB 1864 into 

law supporting CHP clean, energy efficient technology. These policies remove regulatory 

barriers and improve the business climate for cogeneration facilities in Texas. 

http://www.texaschpi.org/Assets/misc/pressrelease_perrysignschpbills_06-19-13.pdf  

 

The path to resource adequacy and low-carbon generation in the Texas electric power market 

will likely require the co-development and integration of both natural gas and renewable energy 

resources for years to come, economists at The Brattle Group find in a new report prepared for 

the Texas Clean Energy Coalition (TCEC). The report analyzes the short- and long-term 

http://www.scbioenterprises.com/
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/ge-heat-power-technology-phg-190000390.html
http://www.ntecconnect.com/news-category/31-ag-accelerator-launches.html
http://tnstatenewsroom.com/archives/12886?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TennesseeStateUniversityNewsroom+%28Tennessee+State+University+Newsroom%29
http://tnstatenewsroom.com/archives/12886?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TennesseeStateUniversityNewsroom+%28Tennessee+State+University+Newsroom%29
http://tnstatenewsroom.com/archives/12886?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TennesseeStateUniversityNewsroom+%28Tennessee+State+University+Newsroom%29
http://www.texaschpi.org/Assets/misc/pressrelease_perrysignschpbills_06-19-13.pdf
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relationship between natural gas and renewable resources in the Electric Reliability Council of 

Texas (ERCOT) electricity market, which covers 85 percent of the state's electric load. 

http://www.texascleanenergy.org/TCEC%20Press%20Release%20on%20Brattle%20report%20F

INAL%2011%20June%202013.pdf  

 

Gevo, Inc., the world's only commercial producer of bio-isobutanol, recently held a ribbon 

cutting ceremony for its demonstration-scale paraxylene plant in Silsbee, Texas. The paraxylene 

facility is located adjacent to Gevo’s existing jet fuel plant in Silsbee, and establishes the site as a 

biorefinery that will serve the renewable chemicals and true drop-in biofuels markets. 

http://ir.gevo.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=238618&p=irol-newsArticle&id=1849755  

 

Virginia 

 

The Biomass for Energy, Economy and Nature Conference will be held at Virginia’s Longwood 

University on September 10-11. Included will be sessions reviewing legislation in Virginia and 

nationally and discussions of emerging biomass markets, technologies and feedstocks. Tours of 

Nottoway County’s biomass energy economy and Longwood University’s biomass facilities will 

also be featured. 

http://naturalcapital.us/bioenergy/virginia-bioenergy-network/about-the-conference/  

 

The 49.9-megawatt Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative biomass plant, South Boston Energy, 

will have its first trial run in late August…The facility will employ 26 individuals full time and 

will burn wood chips as its prime source of fuel, nothing more than three inches in size…A 

grand opening and celebration for the Halifax County Biomass Plant that will serve NOVEC’s 

customer-owners will be held Thursday, Nov. 14. 

http://www.yourgv.com/index.php/news/local-news/8666-biomass-facility-preparing-for-trial-

run  

 

Dominion Virginia Power placed its Altavista Power Station into commercial operation in July, 

with renewable biomass as its fuel, the first of three stations to be converted from coal to 

biomass. Dominion announced in April 2011 its plans to spend about $165 million to convert 

Altavista Power Station and two similar coal-fired stations in Hopewell and Southampton 

County to use biomass, primarily tree tops and branches that remain unused from timbering 

operations, as fuel. The conversions of the other two stations are on schedule and they should be 

in commercial operation before the end of 2013. 

http://dom.mediaroom.com/2013-07-15-Dominion-Virginia-Power-Completes-Biomass-

Conversion-At-Altavista-Power-Station 

 

Some of the nation’s top alternative fuel experts have joined forces to form the Alternative Fuel 

Training Network, launched this month on the new website AFVtraining.net. The consortium 

makes training available for mechanics, drivers and station operators. It presents a unique 

opportunity for a fleet to find quality training on the primary alternative fuels in one place, at a 

reasonable cost.  

http://biodieselmagazine.com/articles/9162/rise-in-alternative-fuels-prompts-launch-of-training-

network  

 

http://www.texascleanenergy.org/TCEC%20Press%20Release%20on%20Brattle%20report%20FINAL%2011%20June%202013.pdf
http://www.texascleanenergy.org/TCEC%20Press%20Release%20on%20Brattle%20report%20FINAL%2011%20June%202013.pdf
http://ir.gevo.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=238618&p=irol-newsArticle&id=1849755
http://naturalcapital.us/bioenergy/virginia-bioenergy-network/about-the-conference/
http://www.yourgv.com/index.php/news/local-news/8666-biomass-facility-preparing-for-trial-run
http://www.yourgv.com/index.php/news/local-news/8666-biomass-facility-preparing-for-trial-run
http://dom.mediaroom.com/2013-07-15-Dominion-Virginia-Power-Completes-Biomass-Conversion-At-Altavista-Power-Station
http://dom.mediaroom.com/2013-07-15-Dominion-Virginia-Power-Completes-Biomass-Conversion-At-Altavista-Power-Station
http://biodieselmagazine.com/articles/9162/rise-in-alternative-fuels-prompts-launch-of-training-network
http://biodieselmagazine.com/articles/9162/rise-in-alternative-fuels-prompts-launch-of-training-network
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West Virginia 

 

In a July speech at the National Energy Technology Laboratory in Morgantown, WV, Energy 

Secretary Ernest Moniz emphasized the importance of cutting carbon emissions and praised the 

NETL for its efforts to develop clean-energy technologies. 

http://www.govexec.com/technology/2013/07/energy-secretary-ernest-moniz-pushes-expanded-

use-clean-coal-west-virginia-speech/67646/ 

 

http://www.govexec.com/technology/2013/07/energy-secretary-ernest-moniz-pushes-expanded-use-clean-coal-west-virginia-speech/67646/
http://www.govexec.com/technology/2013/07/energy-secretary-ernest-moniz-pushes-expanded-use-clean-coal-west-virginia-speech/67646/

