
Southern Bioenergy Network News – October 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners: 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

Clean Power Plan Webinar 

“The Future of Biopower in the Clean Power Plan” webinar was held on October 6th 2015.  The objective 

of the webinar was to help bioenergy partners and others get up to speed on the CPP and the road 

ahead for future growth in biopower generation.  The webinar had presenters from the Biomass Power 

Association, South Carolina DHEC, and DoE Argonne National Lab.  View the slides from the webinar. 

The Clean Power Plan was also was published in the Federal Register on Oct. 23.  The Clean Power Plan 

requires existing power plants to reduce carbon dioxide emissions – on average - by 32 percent from 

2005 levels by 2030, and calls on each state to craft its own plan based on policy and resources of its 

choosing.  The role bioenergy and similar ag/forestry clean energy solutions can play in the Clean Power 

Plan state implementation planning and approval process has yet to be determined.   

Renewable Fuel Standard 

Former Senator Jim Talent of Missouri has launched a new group aimed at building and expanding 

support for the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). Americans for Energy Security and Innovation (AESI) will 

focus its efforts on building support for a stronger RFS to reduce our dependence on foreign oil from 

unfriendly nations and stimulate domestic innovation and economic development in the biofuels sector. 

The National Corn Growers Association and National Farmers Union released a white paper  showing the 

impact of the RFS on farm income, which is now projected to decline 26 percent this year from the 2103 

peak. 

In Washington, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) of the Environmental Protection Agency posted 
notice that it intends on investigating the lifecycle impacts of the Renewable Fuel Standard.  For years, 
the industry has been asking the EPA to update their analysis of the RFS’s impacts on greenhouse gas 
emissions so the public will have a clearer picture of the climate benefits that biofuels are producing 
today.  The OIG will review whether EPA has complied with reporting and information use mandates.  A 
timeline for completion of the review was not indicated. 
 

Farm Bill Energy Title 

USDA announced it is providing $102 million in loan guarantees and $71 million in grants for 1,114 

projects financed through the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP).  In total, these projects are 

expected to generate and/or save 906 million kilowatt hours (KWh) of energy – enough to power more 

than 83,675 homes for a year and cut carbon emissions by an estimated 455,000 metric tons. 

USDA is reminding eligible agricultural producers and rural small businesses they can still apply for loans 

and grants to support renewable energy and energy efficiency projects through the Rural Energy for 

America Program (REAP).   

National Bioenergy Day 2015 
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http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/1217eb0
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RD_REAPAwardsOct2015.pdf
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http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDI2LjUwNjU5NjIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAyNi41MDY1OTYyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDg0NTc2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmJhaWxleUAyNXgyNS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWJiYWlsZXlAMjV4MjUub3JnJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/12472/usda-seeks-applications-for-reap-loans-grants


October 21 marked the third annual National Bioenergy Day. This year’s participation increased 30 

percent over last year, with more than 60 organizations in the U.S. and Canada demonstrating their 

involvement with bioenergy.  See www.bioenergyday.com for more information about the events that 

took place.  See the NBD promotional video at www.bioenergyday.com and YouTube.   

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 

International 

 The International Energy Agency recently released its annual Medium-Term Renewable Energy Market 
Report. The report forecasts global market trends and developments for renewable energy and biofuels 
to 2020. The report indicates that, overall, biofuels growth is forecast to stabilize. 

 The European Biomass Association (AEBIOM) released its annual Statistical Report. "Statistics confirm 
that, beyond myth, bioenergy has a lot to offer to Europe: little known, in 2015 bioenergy accounts 
already for more than 60% of all renewable energy consumed in EU28," the group reported. 

  

National 

 A number of regional organizations are working together to secure a future for the Pacific Northwest 
that includes renewable energy and products derived from forest resources. Led by Washington State 
University and funded by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, the Northwest Advanced 
Renewables Alliance (NARA) is developing a sustainable industry in the PNW that uses post-harvest 
wood residues to manufacture bio-jet fuel and other value-added polymer and carbon products from 
wood lignin. 

 USDA is partnering with 21 states through the Biofuel Infrastructure Partnership (BIP) to nearly double 
the number of fueling pumps nationwide that supply higher blends (E15, E85, and intermediate 
combination blends) renewable fuels to American motorists.  The amount awarded to each state is 
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http://www.bioenergyday.com/
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https://www.iea.org/Textbase/npsum/MTrenew2015sum.pdf
http://www.aebiom.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/AEBIOM-Statistical-Report-2015_Key-Findings1.pdf
http://nararenewables.org/
http://nararenewables.org/
http://blog.forest2market.com/nara-alaska-airlines-promoting-wood-based-biofuels


available at: www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/energy-programs/bip/index. The final awards 
being announced are estimated to expand infrastructure by nearly 5,000 pumps. 

 USDA's Office of the Chief Economist released a comprehensive report on ethanol titled, “U.S. Ethanol: 
An Examination of Policy, Production, Use, Distribution, and Market Interactions.” The report examines 
the complex interaction of ethanol production with agricultural markets and government policies. 
 

Regional 

 Please see the latest issue of the IBSS Newsletter.  Also, as part of the 2015 National Bioenergy Day 
activities, IBSS is partnering with other AFRI CAPS for a weeklong webinar-a-ton! The IBSS webinars will 
take place on Wednesday, October 21 from 1:00 pm - 3:45 pm.  

 Ethanol’s inherently high octane rating makes it attractive for meeting fuel economy and greenhouse 
gas targets and renewable fuel mandates, according to an Oak Ridge National Laboratory report. 

 Western regional partners began the Waste to Wisdom Project to show biomass energy potential.  One 
focus is new biomass-to-energy conversion technologies. 

 In Washington, the National Resource Defense Council has released a report against the wood pellet 
industry in the Southeast. The study looks at the impacts of the growing industry on the region's 
biodiversity, water quality, and other ecosystem services. 
 

In the States 

Arkansas 

The ADEQ has approved Title V permits for two full-scale biomass pellet plants in South Arkansas.  Zilkha 

Biomass Monticello LLC and Highland Pellets of Pine Bluff still have other permits and contracts to 

secure before construction on either will begin.   

Iowa 

DuPont has open its cellulosic ethanol plant in Nevada, Iowa. The facility will use corn stover to produce 

cellulosic ethanol and has an expected annual capacity of about 30 million gallons. The facility will 

demonstrate at commercial scale that nonfood feedstocks from agriculture can be the renewable raw 

material for biofuels production. 

Louisiana 

Biomass is a renewable resource. Renewable resources can be made over time by natural processes like 

the carbon cycle. SUBI recently put out a great video that simplifies the carbon cycle - check it out!  

REG said it expects to have its Geismar, Louisiana, renewable diesel biorefinery back online by January 

2016. 

Mississippi 

The KiOR plant site in Columbus has been purchased. Georgia Renewable Power, a company whose 

work primarily focuses on coal plants and wood chip mills, purchased some of the biofuel outfit's 

equipment. Plans for the site includes an export chip mill and selling off the equipment at the site.  REG 

Synthetic Fuels LLC, has agreed to purchase various physical assets, including a 12-million gallon 
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http://www.cdispatch.com/printerfriendly.asp?aid=45216
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hydrotreating unit, distillation column and tankage for $1.5 million.  Is it ironic that other participants in 

the renewable energy sector are benefitting from KiOR’s demise? 

South Carolina 

The Royal Danish Embassy, American Danish Business Council and several South Carolina organizations 

have partnered to host the International Energy Policy and Economic Development Summit in North 

Charleston, S.C. on November 19, 2015. 

South Dakota 

Poet Biorefining in Chancellor, S.D., is currently powering its plant with wood waste from Spencer, Iowa. 

The facility also uses methane from wells drilled in the Sioux Falls landfill.   

Virginia 

The Hopewell, VA ethanol plant has change hands again.  Green Plains Inc. announced that it has 

acquired the 60 million gallons capacity facility and will incorporate corn oil processing.  Green Plains 

plans a $6-7 million retrofit aimed at improving efficiency with start up in early 2016. 

Wisconsin 

Rural co-ops have led the way on community solar in Wisconsin. Five Coops have already built systems, 

with more plans in the works. 

DTE Energy Services has announced it will close its 40 MW Cassville, Wisconsin, biomass power plant.  

The former coal plant was brought online as a biopower plant in 2010.  Reasons to close include other 

renewable energy sources are decreasing while costs to transport biomass are increasing. 
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