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Southern Bioenergy Networks Meeting: December 4 - 5, 2012  

 

Be sure to register and make your travels plans for the Southern Bioenergy Networks meeting 

taking place on December 4-5, 2012, at Mid-South Community College in West Memphis, 

Arkansas. There will be an evening reception on December 4th followed by a full-day meeting on 

the 5th. Click here to register for the event!  See a more detailed agenda and logistics on the 

SAFER website. 

 

Bioenergy News... 

 

National: 

 

CAFE/GHG Rule Finalized - EPA and the National Highway Transportation Authority have 

finalized their proposed standards for reducing greenhouse gases and improving fuel economy for 

model years 2017-2025 cars and light duty trucks. The Final Rule (PDF) which was published in 

the Federal register last Monday will go into effect on December 14, 2012.  The rule did not include 

incentives to encourage future production of flex fuel vehicles.  EPA did however include a 0.15 

multiplier for AFVs such as electric and hydrogen fueled vehicles.  A new EPA Fact Sheet on the 

rule can be accessed at EPA and NHTSA Set Standards to Reduce Greenhouse Gases and 

Improve Fuel Economy for Model Years 2017-2025 Cars and Light Trucks (PDF)  
 

Fuels America Launched - Fuels America, a new coalition of renewable fuel stakeholders that 

have joined forces to promote America’s energy independence, security and economic prosperity, 

has been launched.  The campaign includes major biofuel stakeholders such as DuPont, 

Novozymes, BIO, NCGA, POET, RFA, 25x’25 and others and is uniting biofuels advocates in 

defending the RFS.  

 

Regional: 

 

Expert: Southeast has potential to become ‘Saudi Arabia’ for biofuels crop production - Dr. 

Bill McCutchen, executive associate director of Texas A&M AgriLife Research, sees the potential 

for the southeast to become the ‘Saudi Arabia’ for production of dedicated energy crops. 

McCutchen said the Texas Gulf Coast to the eastern border is the “sweet spot” for biofuels 

production and growing dedicated energy crops that are also drought tolerant. 

 

States:  

 

Alabama – The Alabama Legislature’s Permanent Joint Legislative Committee on Energy 

(PJLCOE) is asking stakeholders to suggest legislation to present during the 2013 session.  Rep. 

Greg Wren and Sen. Cam Ward (PJLCOE co-chairs) recently presented their views about actions 

needed in order to prepare for the next session at a meeting with stakeholder-members of the 

PJLCOE subcommittees recently.  The three subcommittees that could serve as a pathway for 

advancing bioenergy policy proposals are Bio-fuels and Alternative Fuels, Renewable Power and 

Electric Generation, and Research and Development. 

 

http://list-manage.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f1ae3af4acc3549d021cd534&id=81f7e4caed&e=c1dc1ae075
http://list-manage.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0f1ae3af4acc3549d021cd534&id=3858a5c551&e=c1dc1ae075
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-10-15/pdf/2012-21972.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oms/climate/documents/420f12051.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oms/climate/documents/420f12051.pdf
http://www.fuelsamerica.org/
http://www.ntxe-news.com/artman/publish/article_79340.shtml


Arkansas – The Marion Berry Renewable Energy Center in West Memphis will be the site of the 

2012 Southern Bioenergy Networks meeting.  The center has an ethanol distillation unit, a biodiesel 

micro-refinery and laboratories that will accommodate research on fuels and lubricants.  Plans are in 

the works for a gasification unit that will make gas out of biomass feedstocks such as switchgrass 

and camelina, nonfood crops that can be grown in the region.  Attendees of the Southern Bioenergy 

Networks meeting will be provided a tour of the facility. 

 

Florida - BP PLC has canceled its plans to build a 36-million-gallon cellulosic ethanol plant in 

Highlands County, Florida.  BP will instead focus its biofuels efforts on research and development 

and licensing its technology, the company said in a statement.  At the plant, BP had planned to 

make ethanol out of perennial energy grasses that can produce more fuel than corn and can be 

grown on marginal land. BP originally announced its plans to build the plant in 2008, shortly after 

Congress put in place a renewable fuel standard to further the development of traditional and 

advanced biofuels.  BP said it would continue to work in the cellulosic biofuels sphere.  The 

company continues to operate a research facility in San Diego, CA and a demonstration plant in 

Jennings, LA. 

 

Georgia - Southwest Georgia Ethanol plant officials say due to drought stricken Midwest cornfields 

and higher corn prices, the company will no longer purchase corn this year and has stopped 

production until further notice.  They say the plant will be idle until corn prices come down.  The 

plant continues to ship ethanol that's already produced and no workers have been laid off yet. 

 

Kentucky – The Department for Energy Development and Independence (DEDI) announced the 

opening of the application period for Energy Research grants. DEDI seeks applications from post-

secondary educational institutions, commercial/industrial entities and nonprofit organizations 

involved in energy research or whose business affects or is affected by energy issues. Types of 

applicable research projects are restricted but do allow research for the development of alternative 

transportation fuels produced by processes that convert biomass resources.  Please refer to 

http://energy.ky.gov/Pages/EnergyResearchGrantProcess.aspx for more info.  Applications are 

due on or before Dec. 10, 2012.  Grant awards are planned to commence on Feb. 1, 2013. 

 

Louisiana - Sundrop Fuels Inc. has hired some plant managers and has started preliminary site 

work north of Alexandria, where construction on the company's $450 million synthetic gasoline 

plant is to begin early next year with completion in 2014.  The company plans to use natural gas 

from a pipeline not far away, the woody biomass that is in abundance in Central Louisiana, and a 

whole lot of technology using heat and chemical interaction to produce car-ready synthetic gasoline. 

 

Maryland - A request for proposals was released Oct. 1 for farm-scale thermochemical 

technologies that can convert excess poultry litter to electricity for delivery to the grid via 

Maryland’s net metering program. The partners are also working with state agencies to develop 

permits that are in some cases required for demonstration projects, as well as to develop an air 

emissions monitoring plan. Field trials using thermochemically-treated poultry litter ash and biochar 

as a phosphorus fertilizer are underway. And the University of Maryland Environmental Finance 

Center has completed a review of financing options for on-farm manure to energy technologies in 

the Chesapeake Bay region.  

 

Mississippi - Bunge-Ergon will suspend ethanol production at its Vicksburg plant by the end of 

November, saying high corn prices make it impossible to profitably make ethanol.  Bunge-Ergon 

will reassess market conditions and decide whether to resume operations in 2013.   Roughly 40 

http://energy.ky.gov/Pages/EnergyResearchGrantProcess.aspx


employees will be laid off. The 54 million-gallon-per-year plant opened in 2008 at a cost of more 

than $100 million and is one of only a handful of corn-to-ethanol refineries south of the Ohio River. 

 

Missouri – Crews have completed work on a project at the University of Missouri – Columbia that 

replaces a coal boiler at its campus power plant with a more efficient and cleaner biomass unit.  The 

new boiler, which was retrofitted to the university’s existing heating duct system, is expected to use 

an estimated 100,000 tons of in-state renewable energy sources such as chipped hardwoods and 

wood waste.  The new unit is also expected to reduce the campus’ fossil fuel use by 25 percent.  

Since 2007, the power plant has been using about 5,000 tons of biomass per year, plus coal, in its 

other boilers. 

 

North Carolina - The 2012 North Carolina Clean Energy Industries Census was recently released 

as part of the NC Sustainable Energy Association's annual conference.  The North Carolina Clean 

Energy Industries Census looks at businesses directly involved in the clean energy sector, with the 

intent of documenting on-going employment trends and industry dynamics across key business 

activities and focuses.  The 2012 Census shows that employment in the North Carolina clean energy 

sector grew for the fifth consecutive year, although at a slower pace than in past years that saw 

double-digit growth. There are over 1,100 clean energy firms employing more than 15,200 (full-

time equivalent) employees across 86 North Carolina counties.  The Census reported 151 

companies involved in biomass activities and employing 1,142 employees.   

 

South Carolina - Enova Energy Group is planning a $110 million wood pellet-processing plant 

near Trenton, S.C., to manufacture fuel for export overseas.  The project, which will take a year to 

build, will create 60 to 70 permanent jobs.  Construction is scheduled to begin early next year and 

the facility is one of three new pellet plants the company is planning.  The Edgefield County site 

was chosen based on factors including an adequate wood-fiber supply and access to rail lines, which 

will haul the pellets to the Port of Savannah for shipment.  The plant should be producing about 

450,000 metric tons of pellets a year. 

 

Tennessee - 25x’25 has asked Tennessee stakeholders to contact U.S. Senators Corker and 

Alexander and to tell them how waiving or taking down the Renewable Fuel Standard would cripple 

Tennessee’s leadership in the development of next generation advanced biofuels.  The Senators 

need to know that the deployment of advanced biofuels requires a long-term commitment to the 

growth of the industry and that renewable fuel is good for the U.S. and Tennessee economy, for our 

nation’s energy security, and for the environment.  They should be reminded that ethanol is no 

longer subsidized as federal tax credits have expired and that early investment in advanced and 

cellulosic ethanol production is being made in Tennessee today. Senator Corker can be contacted at 

202-224-3344 or email.  Senator Alexander can be contacted at 202-224-4944 or email.  

 

Texas - USDA’s Rural Development’s Rural Utilities Service awarded East Texas Electric 

Cooperative Inc. with a $151 million loan guarantee. The funds will be used to finance a 50 MW 

renewable energy plant fueled by woody biomass. 

 

Virginia – The Valley 25x’25 Initiative, led by James Madison University, recently held its Fall 

Research Review to feature projects that received funding during the Summer of 2012.  The 

Research Review allows members of the local community and Valley 25x’25 stakeholders to hear 

about the challenges, successes, and recommendations from a variety of different research 

endeavors.  Presentations included local biodiesel production, algae cultivation for biofuels, 

development of a poultry litter-to-energy assessment tool, quantify current energy consumption and 

https://www.corker.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=ContactMe
http://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Email


production in the Shenandoah Valley, and other clean energy research.  Valley 25x’25 funding is 

provided from a grant “Shenandoah Valley as a National Demonstration Project Achieving 25 

Percent Renewable Energy by the Year 2025,” which is administered by the DOE. 

 

 

 


