
Southern Bioenergy Network News – May 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners, 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

Transitioning from the Bucket to the Barrel webinar series is back!  The next webinar is scheduled for 

May 21, 2015 2:00 pm US/Eastern and is titled “Achieving Sustainability Goals with Biomass”. This 

webinar will take a look at REPREVE’s bioenergy crop production system, the University of Iowa’s 

Biomass Fuel Project and additional opportunities to expand the bioeconomy. Learn more at:  Achieving 

Sustainability Goals with Biomass.  Webinars are sponsored by Integrated Biomass Supply Systems 

(IBSS), North Carolina State University-Extension Forestry, Southern Regional Extension Forestry, Texas 

A&M Agrilife Extension, and 25x'25.  

National Bioenergy Day 2015 

Back for its third year!!  The Biomass Power Association, U.S. Forest Service and partners have begun 

planning for National Bioenergy Day 2015.  Last year, NBD more than doubled in scope, with 50 events 

held in the United States and Canada. We are hoping to grow NBD even more this year.  

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 21, 2015 (which also coincides with Forest Products 

Week). BPA and the US Forest Service have provided a “how to host a National Bioenergy Day event” 

planning guide to help you brainstorm ways to showcase your involvement in bioenergy to your 

community, and offers some planning ideas and template materials for outreach. It will help you think 

through the elements needed to pull off a facility tour, staff appreciation day, or whatever way your 

organization decides to mark NBD. The guide includes case studies for previous successful events. 

Also, plan to join the our first NBD planning call on Tuesday, May 19 at 2pm ET/1 pm CT. Dial in using 

the conference line 605-477-2100, code 335079#.  

Please forward this note to anyone who may be interested. Check www.bioenergyday.org for more 

information or contact Carrie Annand at carrie@usabiomass.org.  

 

Progress to the Goal 

The Energy Information Agency (EIA) has released the latest data on energy production and 

consumption in the U.S.  According to EIA data, biomass (including biofuels) provided 5.55% of the 

domestic energy production.  When factoring in net imports and exports of energy, biomass accounted 

for 4.86% of the nation’s energy consumption.  See the U.S. energy production and consumption pie 

charts HERE. 

New Web-based Tools for Biomass Mapping and Biomass Crop Production Decisions 
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Southeastern Biomass Interactive Mapping Service (IMS) 

The Interactive Mapping Service (IMS) allows you to explore the woody resource market in the 

southeast (currently North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama), both supply and demand. You 

will be able to see where competition is located, and the resource distribution. 

Biomass Decision Support System (BDSS) 

The Biomass Decision Support System (BDSS) is a user-friendly, web-based system that provides a 

collection of tools to help biomass growers in their crop production decisions.  The tools combine 

scientific models with market data to show expected costs and financial returns from growing a certain 

feedstock.  Input variables can be selected and local information on market risks, incentives and 

technical assistance are available.   

Bioenergy Misconceptions and Misinformation 

What wild accusation have your heard regarding ethanol, biodiesel, biogas or other bioenergy resource?  

If you are engaged in research, promotion and advocacy and/or invested in the world of biofuels, you 

have likely heard some story of how biofuels is accountable for all sorts of horrible misdeeds.  Whether 

its food vs. fuel, elimination of the rainforests, vehicles breaking down all over the place, or a negative 

carbon foot print, we have heard all sorts of negative accusations against the production and use of 

bioenergy. 

The good folks at IBSS and Southern Research Extension Forestry have created a Bioenergy 

Misconceptions portal that allows you to enter biofuels misinformation and then respond by adding in 

the truthful information.  This will help combat negative opinions about bioenergy.  Access the form 

HERE.   

North Carolina Bioenergy Council Revived! 

North Carolina stakeholders recently held a kick-off meeting of the NC Bioenergy Council, an initiative to 

enable the bioenergy industry in North Carolina to expand and grow the market for biofuels, biopower, 

and bioproducts produced in NC.  NC State University, with support of the Bioenergy Research Initiative 

at the NC Dept of Agriculture & Consumer Services, is leading the project with the goal of creating a NC 

Bioenergy Roadmap with strategic recommendations.  

The meeting featured a Roundtable Session and a Work Groups Breakout Session focusing on the 

opportunities and challenges of the Feedstocks, Biofuels, Biopower, and Bioproducts sectors.  The 

information collected will be a starting point for future Council and Work Group meetings.  Strategies to 

be considered for a future NC Bioenergy Roadmap include: technology innovation; clean energy clusters, 

investment capital; expanded markets; workforce development; addressing regulatory barriers; etc.  A 

website and other social media platforms are being developed.  Information will also inform the 

Southeast Clean Energy Opportunities Roadmap Project and the America Jobs Project. 

Renewable Fuel Standard 

The EPA has offered a new compliance schedule as the result of a proposed consent decree to address 

litigation brought against EPA by the American Petrochemical Institute and American Fuel and 

Petrochemical Manufacturers.  The EPA posted a notice to its website announcing that the volume 
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requirements for the 2014, 2015 and 2016 renewable fuel standard (RFS), along with the 2017 volume 

requirement for biomass-based diesel, will be finalized by Nov. 30. EPA said it will propose 2014 volume 

requirements by June 1 that reflect the volumes of renewable fuel that were actually used in 2014.  

All the major biofuels trade associations are supportive of the agreement between the EPA, API and 

AFPM and hope that this action will get the RFS back on the proper administrative timeline. 

To help drive home the importance of the RFS as an effective tool to reduce our dependence on 

imported oil, lower the consumer price of gasoline, address greenhouse gas emissions from motor 

vehicles, and drive innovation and investment in the next generation of biofuels, 37 Senators sent a 

letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy on April 23 urging the agency to get the RFS back on track 

this year with a set of volume proposals that match the intent of the law.  Only two of the senators were 

from the Southeast (SC and FL).  Or three, if we count MO now that they are part of the SEC! 

To top off the news of the adverse economic impacts that have resulted from a lack of action by the 

EPA, a new analysis by the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO) finds that EPA’s delays in 

rulemaking have undercut the industry’s ability to create jobs by more than 80,000 direct jobs in 

operations and construction, and an additional 228,000 indirect jobs within the rural economy, and have 

caused an estimated $13.7 billion shortfall in investment in advanced and cellulosic biofuels.  

But maybe there is hope for positive action after all.  On May 5, the EPA sent their proposed ethanol and 

biodiesel blending requirements for fuel refiners for 2014, 2015 and 2016, which has not been revealed 

publicly, to the White House Office of Management and Budget.  White House review is the final step 

before the EPA can release the proposals publicly and gather comments from the public on them. 

EPA is also seeking to collect information from potential cellulosic biofuel producers to aid in 

determining the annual volume standards and with the intention to allow better and more efficient 

compliance with the RFS program. The RFS Cellulosic Biofuel Producer Questionnaire Form is voluntary.  

For more information, see the Federal Register page.  Comment period ends May 26, 2015. 

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 
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International 

 The SCOPE Bioenergy & Sustainability Report analyzes impacts, benefits and constraints related to the 
global expansion of bioenergy. Peer reviewed data and scientific evidence were used to evaluate the 
effects of expansion of bioenergy production and use on energy security, food security, environmental 
and climate security, sustainable development and innovation. 

 Exportation of wood pellets from North America to Europe and Asia reached an all-time high rising 22 
percent in 2014 from the previous year, according to the North American Wood Fiber Review (NAWFR). 
US exports to Europe increased for the twelfth consecutive quarter, reaching a new high of just over 1.1 
million tons in the 4Q/14.  The United Kingdom was the destination of 73% of US export volumes. 

National 

 The DoE Multi-Year Program Plan sets forth the goals and structure of the Bioenergy Technologies 
Office. It identifies the research, development, demonstration, and deployment activities BETO will 
focus on over the next five years and outlines why these activities are important to meeting the energy 
and sustainability challenges facing the nation. 

 The U.S. Energy Information Administration has released its Annual Energy Outlook 2015.  Regarding 
biomass, generation increases by an average of 3.1 percent, led by cofiring at existing coal plants 
through 2030. After 2030, new dedicated biomass plants will account for most of the growth in 
generation from biomass energy sources. 

 James H. Stock has published a report suggesting a number of reforms to the RFS that he argues would 
help achieve the twin climate and energy security goals first envisioned under the law while pushing 
forward towards commercial second-generation biofuels. 

 EPA’s Landfill Methane Outreach Program (landfill-gas-to-energy) released updated data, and 
recognized 645 unique projects and identified 440 candidate landfills. 

 USDA announced the award of over $9 million to expand and accelerate wood energy and other wood 
product markets.  Entities in LA, NC and SC received awards. 

 PUMP, The Movie is now available on Netflix, as well as iTunes, Amazon and for regular DVD purchase. 
PUMP is a documentary that tells the story of America's addiction to oil.  The film explains clearly and 
simply how we can win choice at the pump. 

Regional 

 Enviva Partners LP has launched trading of its stock on the NYSE under the ticker symbol "EVA." The IPO 
of 10 million common units was priced at $20 per unit.  Enviva has 5 wood pellet plants and a marine 
terminal and plans to add up 3 more plants and a marine export terminal. 

 The National Biodiesel Board has launched a campaign to push the EPA to ensure a strong mandate for 
biodiesel in the upcoming RFS announcements. Use #getbiodieselbackontrack in your outreach to show 
support of biodiesel.  

 The Southeast is a natural hub for the production of wood pellets. Biomass is plentiful, and the 
(relatively) fast growing cycles make it an ideal region in which to plant and harvest timber.  
Forest2Market takes a look at the projected growth of wood pellet production in the region. 
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 Given the debates currently underway in North Carolina and Texas to repeal or freeze their renewable 
energy portfolio standards, you may be interested in other similar state-level activity around the nation.  
The Center for the New Energy Economy has produced a summary of state RPS Legislation in 2015. 

 View the latest edition of the Integrated Biomass Supply Systems (IBSS) Newsletter HERE.  The May 
newsletter contains info on regional bioenergy events, biomass harvesting and logistics, and educational 
workshops for teachers to learn more about the bioenergy value chain. 

In the States 

Alabama 

Energy Developments Inc.’s landfill gas (LFG) to electric plant in Collinsville, Alabama, received the EPA 

LMOP project of the year award.  The Sand Valley project generates 4.8 MW of power using three 

Caterpillar reciprocating engines—enough power for approximately 3,000 homes in DeKalb County. 

Arkansas 

The Arkansas Green Energy Network held a Camelina Field Day and update on next steps to its Farm to 

Fuel Initiative in Dewitt.  The initiative uses locally sourced camelina and waste cooking greases to 

convert to biodiesel to use and distribute in local area. 

Louisiana 

BP announced it will shutter its Jennings advanced biofuel demo plant, laying off 56 employees. The 

company said in December that it hoped to sell the sugarcane bagasse-based plant by April but it hasn’t 

received any acceptable offers. 

The MV TBC Princess was loaded at the Drax Biomass' Baton Rouge port facilities with wood pellets from 

Drax Biomass’ two southern pellet mills.  The ship is headed to electric generation facilities in the U.K. 

Maryland 

AgEnergy USA has teamed with Perdue Farms to develop the Clean Bay Biogas Project, which will 

produce energy from up to 200,000 tons of poultry waste annually. The project is a large complete mix, 

anaerobic digester system to be located on the eastern shore of Maryland. 

Missouri 

Renew Biomass has purchased the assets of MFA Oil Biomass.  Renew Biomass will continue to work 

with local farmers to grow and harvest Miscanthus and process the crop at their nearby conversion 

facility. 

Nevada 

Abengoa has been awarded $200 million EPC contract to build the 10 million gal/year Sierra Biofuels 

Plant, Fulcrum Bioenergy's first waste-to-transport fuel facility. The plant will use MSW feedstock and 

create a syncrude to be upgraded to a drop-in renewable diesel and aviation fuel. 

North Carolina 
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The North Carolina Clean Energy Technology Center (NCCETC) at NCSU has announced the start of Fuel 

What Matters, a statewide media campaign that will connect NC residents and fleets with information 

about transportation choices.  Use #FuelWhatMatters in your own tweets about biofuels. 

South Carolina 

Portucel Sporcel Group broke ground on its Colombo Energy pellet plant in Greenwood County. The 

estimated $110 million investment will create70 new, local jobs and produce 460,000 tons of pellets 

annually.  Sales are targeted for the European industrial market. 

Tennessee 

Northeast Wood Products wants to produce wood pellets from waste wood at the mothballed Tennol 

Energy plant in Jasper. The re-fit from ethanol plant to 125,000 ton/year pellet plant could be completed 

by November. The pellets will likely be shipped overseas via its location on the Tennessee River. 

Events 

The next IBSS webinar will take a look at REPREVE’s bioenergy crop production system, the University of 

Iowa’s Biomass Fuel Project and additional opportunities to expand the bioeconomy.  Please join us on 

May 21 at 2 pm ET to learn more. http://www.forestrywebinars.net/webinars/achieving-sustainability-

goals-with-biomass/?searchterm=None  

The 2015 Florida Energy Systems Consortium Workshop will be held on May 20-21, 2015 at the 

Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside in Orlando, FL.  The FESC Workshop showcases pioneering research, 

education and outreach programs that focus on Florida's sustainable energy future. To register for this 

workshop, submit an abstract, obtain more information, and view the agenda please go to our 2015 

Workshop page at: www.floridaenergy.ufl.edu/2015workshop/  

Biofuels Digest is announcing a new event for the leadership and major players in feedstock 

development, logistics and supply chains for the advanced bioeconomy. The Advanced Bioeconomy 

Feedstocks Conference (ABFC 2015) is organized by The Digest and will be held June 9-10 in New 

Orleans. Find out more about ABFC 2015 here. 

DOE announces Bioenergy 2015 conference for June 23-24 

In Washington, the Department of Energy's Bioenergy Technologies Office issued a "save the date" 

announcement for Bioenergy 2015, in Washington DC June 23-24. This year, the conference will discuss 

critical issues in bioenergy, including the impact of changing oil prices, vehicle/fuels co-optimization, the 

future of the Renewable Fuel Standard, and more. 

The SWITCHGRASS-III - Prairie & Native Grass International Conference will be held in Knoxville, 

Tennessee USA in Sept 30 – Oct 2, 2015.  Following the tradition, the conference will focus on 

switchgrass as a dominant species of the tallgrass prairie and savannah ecosystems as well as dedicated 

lignocellulosic bioenergy feedstock.  Please use the following web link for important early and regular 

registration deadlines and submission of Abstract for your oral-, or poster 

presentation.  http://www.switchgrassconference.com/  Please pass this message along to colleagues, 

post-docs, and graduate students who might be interested in the meeting. 

Employment Opportunities 
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Post-Doctoral Researcher or Research Associate Position Recruitment 
Bioenergy/Biofuels Market Research 
9-Month Project Contract 
 
Forest Products Marketing & Business Development Program 
School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University  
 

The Forest Products Business Development Program at the Louisiana Forest Products Development 

Center, Louisiana State University, is soliciting for an individual to be hired as either a Post-doctoral 

researcher or a Research Associate to participate in a prestigious $18 million USDA AFRI-CAP 

Program on bioenergy & biofuels. 

The successful candidate will lead a market research study of U.S. biofuel products, co-
products, and the companies that manufacture them. We will concentrate on facilities that use 
agricultural-based feedstock in order to understand what co-products and byproducts are being 
produced. Key informants will include processors, customers of bio-based fuel and co-products, 
policy makers, and other thought leaders. Specifically, the study constructs are: 1) type of 
customers, 2) type of biofuel co-products, 3) markets served, 4) business and product performance, 
5) customer satisfaction levels, 6) co-product economics, 7) supply chains for biofuel and co-
products, 8) firms’ demographics, and 9) barriers and drivers for biomass biofuels and co-products.  
 

This is a 9-month contract to start as soon as the position is filled. Included are all health and other 

benefits afforded to employees of Louisiana State University. Salary range is commensurate with 

applicant experience with a range of $3,200-$4,000/month. 

You will be working with Dr. Richard Vlosky, Director and Crosby Land and Resources Endowed 

Professor of Forest Sector Business Development, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center, 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center. 

Please email me a letter of intent and interest to vlosky@lsu.edu. Other contact information: Phone: 

(225) 578‐4527; Fax (225) 578‐4251, Address: Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources, 

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803.  www.LFPDC.lsu.edu 
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