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National 
 
A letter sent Monday, April 29th to leaders of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees 
calling for the support and mandatory funding of an Energy Title in a new Farm Bill was signed 
by more than 100 farm, energy and technology groups from across the country, reports the 
25x'25 Alliance. The letter cites programs like the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), Biorefinery Assistance Program (BAP) and 
Biobased Markets Program (Biopreferred) for their strong support of American agriculture and 
broad public benefits to the entire country. Leaders of both the House and Senate Agriculture 
Committees expect to hold mark-ups of a new Farm Bill in May. 
http://farmenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Farm-Bill-Energy-Title-National-sign-on-
Letter-Signed.2013.pdf 
 
The International Energy Agency Bioenergy Task 39 group recently published a report entitled 
Status of Advanced Biofuels Demonstration Facilities in 2012 that includes general descriptions 
of the main advanced biofuels technologies under development, as well as a list and description 
of 102 projects that are being pursued worldwide. An interactive map is also available. 
http://demoplants.bioenergy2020.eu/  
 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) has launched a new web portal featuring a 
comprehensive, interactive view of the U.S. government’s national and state energy data. The 
agency designed the new portal with a range of users in mind, including policy makers, energy 
analysts, and the general public, who want to locate and compare state energy data and rankings 
and customize their own maps and charts, using an assortment of interactive tools.  
http://www.eia.gov/state  
 
EIA recently released Annual Energy Outlook 2013 (AEO2013). The publication includes a 
Legislation and Regulations section that discusses evolving legislative and regulatory issues, a 
Market Trends section that highlights and summarizes selected aspects of the projections for 
energy markets, and a comparison of AEO2013 with projections from other organizations. 
http://www.eia.gov/forecasts/aeo/  
 
Clean Edge has issued the 12th annual edition in its Clean Energy Trends report series. Clean 
Energy Trends 2013 identifies five key trends that will impact clean-energy markets in the 
coming years: 1) Smart devices and big data will empower customers and open a new chapter in 
energy efficiency; 2) Distributed solar financing comes of age; 3) Under the EV radar, 
microhybrid technology saves big on fuel consumption; 4) In the U.S. and overseas, geothermal 
picks up steam; and 5) Biomimicry makes its mark on clean tech. 
http://www.cleanedge.com/sites/default/files/CETrends2013_Final_Web.pdf?attachment=true  
 
The United States could replace 20 percent of petrochemical consumption with bio-based 
products over the next decade – while creating jobs and capturing a large share of the global 
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renewable chemical market, says a new report from the Milken Institute. The key is acting soon, 
before the current technological and agricultural edge is lost to other nations. Among products 
made with biochemicals are disposable tableware, printer ink and skin-care lotions, along with 
numerous compounds for industrial use.  
http://www.milkeninstitute.org/publications/publications.taf?function=detail&ID=38801397&cat
=finlab&ref=mihp  
 
The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) has released a state-by-state update to the Contribution 
of the Ethanol Industry to the Economy of the United States, an economic impact analysis 
performed by Cardno ENTRIX. The original report, released in February at RFA’s National 
Ethanol Conference, found that the industry has supported over 383,000 direct and indirect and 
induced jobs across all sectors of the economy last year. The industry contributed $43.3 billion to 
GDP and $30.2 billion in household income. 
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-
site/studies/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact_By%20State.pdf?nocdn=1 
 
Energy analysts are used to calculating the lifetime value of underground fossil fuel reserves. 
When it comes to renewable energy assets, however, they look at annual capacity and output, 
ignoring potential lifetime production. A new report by Bloomberg New Energy Finance has – 
for the first time – placed US and Brazilian wind and bioenergy projects on a basis comparable 
with fossil fuel reserves, and found them to be considerable. 
http://about.bnef.com/press-releases/bigger-than-you-think-the-hidden-reserves-of-clean-energy-
projects/  
 
By a 54% to 34% margin, more Americans say the priority for addressing the nation’s energy 
supply should be developing alternative energy sources, such as wind, solar and hydrogen, over 
increased production of oil, coal and natural gas. Since 2011, the public has prioritized 
alternative sources over expanding production. Last October, the gap had narrowed: 47% said 
the priority should be developing alternative sources while 39% said the focus should be on 
expanding oil, coal and natural gas. Still, while support for energy alternatives rebounded since 
then, it is below the 63% who favored that approach in 2011. 
http://www.pewresearch.org/daily-number/public-puts-priority-on-developing-alternative-
energy-sources/  
 
A new paper from the Bioeconomy Institute at Iowa State University notes that at least ten 
commercial-scale cellulosic biofuels facilities exceeding 20 million gallons per year are expected 
to begin operations in the U.S. by 2014. This includes facilities in Natchez, Mississippi, 
Collinwood, Tennessee, Alexandria, Louisiana and Sampson County, North Carolina. 
http://ascension-publishing.com/BIZ/Terrific10-2014.pdf  
 
In 2010, the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities (Endowment) announced creation 
of a one-of-a-kind database of industrial and selected community-scale users of wood-to-energy 
facilities across North America. The Endowment recently unveiled major improvements in the 
database. The site –  www.wood2energy.org – is a searchable database open to anyone with 
interest in the state of wood-to-energy conversion at a national, state/provincial or local operating 
level. 

http://www.milkeninstitute.org/publications/publications.taf?function=detail&ID=38801397&cat=finlab&ref=mihp
http://www.milkeninstitute.org/publications/publications.taf?function=detail&ID=38801397&cat=finlab&ref=mihp
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/studies/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact_By%20State.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/PDFs/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/PDFs/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/studies/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact_By%20State.pdf?nocdn=1
http://ethanolrfa.org/page/-/rfa-association-site/studies/2012%20Ethanol%20Economic%20Impact_By%20State.pdf?nocdn=1
http://about.bnef.com/press-releases/bigger-than-you-think-the-hidden-reserves-of-clean-energy-projects/
http://about.bnef.com/press-releases/bigger-than-you-think-the-hidden-reserves-of-clean-energy-projects/
http://www.pewresearch.org/daily-number/public-puts-priority-on-developing-alternative-energy-sources/
http://www.pewresearch.org/daily-number/public-puts-priority-on-developing-alternative-energy-sources/
http://ascension-publishing.com/BIZ/Terrific10-2014.pdf
http://www.wood2energy.org/


 
Regional 
 
Webinar:  RFS2 vs. 2008 Farm Bill, An Introduction to Policy Driving or Hindering the 
Biofuels Industry and Updates from Capitol Hill 
 
May 8, 2013 at 2:00 pm EDT 
 
You are invited to attend a live webinar sponsored by: Southeastern Partnership for 
Integrated Biomass Supply System, NC Cooperative Extension, Southern Regional Extension 
Forestry, Texas Agrilife Extension. This hour-long webinar, the first in this series, will focus on 
the current and past policies which drive or hinder (as the case may be) the emerging biofuels 
industry. In this webinar, participants will explore the similarities and differences between the 
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS2) and the 2008 Farm Bill. This webinar will also provide 
updates from Capitol Hill on legislation that is likely to drive new markets for advanced biofuels 
or hinder the development of meeting the renewable fuel standard.  
  

Presenters: 
· Steve Wall, Director, Policy and Environmental Issues, Biofuels Center of North 

Carolina 
· Michele Dunn, CEO, BioFeedstock Industry Association 
· Wesley Dunn, President - Policy, BioFeedstock Industry Association 

 
Go to http://www.bioenergywebinars.net/webinars/rfs2-vs.-2008-farm-bill-an-introduction-to-
policy-driving-or-hindering-the-biofuels-industry-and-updates-from-capitol-hill for more 
information and to register. 
 
Agbioscience, and its value-chain in production agriculture, forestry, and fisheries, and 
downstream industrial activity, is vital to providing a sustainable global and domestic economic 
future, according to a study released by Battelle for the Association of Southern Region 
Extension Directors and the Southern Association of Agricultural Experiment Station Directors. 
The report, Impact and Innovation: Agbioscience in the Southern United States, notes that the 
agbioscience sector and its associated impacts already account for a major part of the overall 
regional economy. Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries generate $240 billion in regional economic 
activity and support over 2.2 million jobs with labor income totaling $62 billion. In addition, the 
downstream processing of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries output into value-added food and 
industrial products adds an additional $1 trillion in output across the Southern region’s economy, 
and almost 4.6 million jobs with labor income totaling over $200 billion. 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/administration/about_us/chancellors_office/agbioscience/index.h
tm   
 
States 
 
Alabama 
 
The Mobile Industrial Development Board has approved tax abatements for GreenStar Biofuels 
Mobile LLC to build a $66 million biorefinery in Theodore. The company will start work on the 
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plant in mid-to-late summer, with the total project to be finished by mid-2014. The project will 
initially create 26 jobs in Mobile County, growing to 52 by the third year of production. 
http://www.al.com/business/index.ssf/2013/03/greenstar_biofuels_gets_tax_br.html  
 
Maobing Tu, an assistant professor in the School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences, has received 
a $401,155 National Science Foundation Faculty Early Career Development Award for his 
research in biofuels and bioenergy. The five-year project promises to improve efficiency in the 
biorefining process for butanol production from forest and agricultural biomass. The work will 
also be helpful in the design and manufacturing of machines used to produce butanol, and is 
expected to advance understanding of the chemical processes involved in biomass processing. 
http://content.auburn.edu/sfwsnews/  
 
Arkansas 
 
Legislation was introduced by State Sen. David Wyatt (D-Batesville) and Rep. James McLean 
(D-Batesville) to establish a 10 cents per gallon production tax credit for alternative fuels that 
will help level the playing field for Arkansas producers who are losing production contracts to 
producers in neighboring states like Mississippi and Missouri that offer generous incentives, 
according to the Arkansas Advanced Energy Association (AAEA). The legislation would amend 
Act 873, which created the Arkansas Alternative Fuels Development Program, by adding 
language that provides a 10 cents per gallon tax credit on alternative fuels produced in Arkansas. 
http://arkansasadvancedenergy.com/index.cfm?objectid=32BD6100-8A68-11E2-
A1E1000C29CA3AF3  
 
Florida 
 
The Florida Legislature has passed a bill that would repeal a 2008 law requiring gas sold in the 
state to be blended with 10 percent ethanol. The bill now heads to the Governor for his signature.  
Advanced biofuels supporters and renewable fuels advocates are assembling a coalition to urge 
the Governor to veto the legislation and send a signal that Florida is open to biofuels innovation, 
jobs and economic development. 
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=49200 
 
Site preparation has begun and plans are being finalized for a formal groundbreaking ceremony 
to be held in the next few weeks at the country’s first sweet sorghum-to-ethanol plant being built 
by Southeast Renewable Fuels LLC in Hendry County, 15 miles of Clewiston, Florida. The 
process technology for 20 MMgy plant is being supplied by Uni-Systems do Brasil Ltda, CEO 
Aaron Pepper said, and the facility is being built by them as well. The first equipment is 
expected to arrive on site in October and the facility is scheduled to come online in January 
2015.  
http://www.ethanolproducer.com/articles/9751/groundwork-begins-on-florida-sweet-sorghum-
to-ethanol-plant  
 
LS9 Inc. announced the expansion of its operations at the company’s Okeechobee, Florida, 
demonstration facility with a successful customer trial. The Florida facility was initially 
designed, and has been used, to scale-up LS9’s fermentation technology and generate large 
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commercial samples for testing and product qualification by key partners and prospective 
customers. 
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/9048/ls9-expands-demo-plant-operations-with-
successful-customer-trial  
 
The Florida Public Service Commission approved Florida Power & Light Co.'s contracts with 
U.S. EcoGen, LLC to purchase renewable power.  U.S. EcoGen plans to construct biomass 
facilities in Okeechobee, Clay, and Martin Counties.  The three plants are projected to produce a 
total of 180 megawatts--enough electricity to power 30,000 to 50,000 homes--and will save FPL 
customers an estimated $90 million over the life of the plants, the PSC said.  More than 140 
direct and indirect jobs will be needed to operate each facility during the 30-year contract terms. 
Eucalyptus will be the dedicated energy crop for the US EcoGen biomass systems.  
http://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/business/regulators-approve-biomass-power-
deal/nXHKX/ 
 
Georgia 
 
Colonial Pipeline was set to begin shipping biodiesel blends on its pipeline to central and 
southern Georgia by the end of the March. The introduction of biodiesel into Colonial's system 
will occur near Griffin, Georgia, resulting in a blend of no more than 5% biodiesel suitable for 
trucking, farming and other diesel uses.  
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews/RSSFeed/Oil/6267714  
 
Researchers at the University of Georgia have found a way to transform the carbon dioxide 
trapped in the atmosphere into useful industrial products. Their discovery may soon lead to the 
creation of biofuels made directly from the carbon dioxide in the air that is responsible for 
trapping the sun's rays and raising global temperatures. 
http://news.uga.edu/releases/article/uga-discovery-may-allow-scientists-to-make-fuel-from-co2-
in-the-atmosp/  
 
Kentucky 
 
Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear has signed legislation into law that could make biomass power a 
more attractive option for electricity suppliers within the state. According to the text of the 
legislation, the new law allows the Public Utilities Commission to let utilities recover costs not 
recovered in the existing rates of the utility for the purchase of electric power from a biomass 
energy facility that has received a certificate from the Kentucky State Board on Electric 
Generation and Transmission Siting. However, the bill specifies that no recovery will be allowed 
unless the full costs of the purchase agreement over the full term of the agreement have been 
found by the commission to be fair, just and reasonable. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/8707/ky-biomass-power-bill-signed-into-law  
 
Lawmakers in the Kentucky House approved a bill as the legislative session expired that would 
establish a framework for a legal hemp industry in the Bluegrass State. Under SB 50, Kentucky's 
Department of Agriculture would oversee the state's hemp commission, which would license 
future farmers. Research functions would be passed to the University of Kentucky. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/27/kentucky-hemp-bill_n_2962730.html  
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Kentucky Power Co., an operating unit of American Electric Power, has filed an application with 
the Kentucky Public Service Commission asking for approvals related to a renewable energy 
purchase agreement (REPA) for biomass energy resources between Kentucky Power and 
ecoPower Generation-Hazard LLC. The REPA would be for a 20-year period to purchase up to 
approximately 58 megawatts of electricity from a biomass power generating facility ecoPower 
plans to construct in Perry County and expects to be operational in 2017. 
https://www.kentuckypower.com/info/news/viewRelease.aspx?releaseID=1373 
 
When storms, disease or old age down trees and limbs in city parks, the wood waste will now be 
sold and turned into energy that helps power Louisville companies and organizations—instead of 
going to the landfill. Under a partnership between Louisville Metro Parks and Recast Energy 
Louisville LLC, the tons of wood waste generated in city parks each year will be sold to Recast 
then converted to thermal energy. 
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/Sustainability/News/2013/CityPartnershipTurnsWoodWasteIntoEne
rgy.htm  
 
Work on a new $15 million glycerin refinery at Owensboro Grain Co.’s facility is set for 
completion by the fall and in full production by January. The refinery is being built next to the 
company's six-year-old biodiesel plant. That plant, which turns soybeans into a vegetable oil that 
blends with diesel to create a fuel source, has been running at capacity for the past two years. 
Crude glycerin is a byproduct of the biodiesel process. 
http://www.kentuckynewera.com/web/news/article_c1a29e4e-89f0-11e2-abd0-
001a4bcf887a.html  

 

Louisiana 
 
On February 28, Sundrop Fuels Inc. closed on the purchase of more than 1,213 acres of land in 
the Rapides Station area, where the biofuels company plans to locate its $500 million plant 
manufacturing “green gasoline.” The plant will use woody biomass and natural gas to produce 
liquid fuel, ready to drop into a gas tank. Dirt work on the project could begin in April. 
http://www.thetowntalk.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2013303010310&nclick_check=1  
 
Dynamic Fuels, LLC has earned the RSB sustainability certification. The RSB certification 
encompasses Dynamic Fuels’ Geismar, Louisiana plant, located near Baton Rouge, where it 
utilizes its technology to turn animal byproducts such as beef tallow and pork and chicken fat 
into renewable diesel. Dynamic Fuels is a joint-venture of Tyson Foods, Inc. and Syntroleum 
Corporation. 
http://www.virtual-strategy.com/2013/02/25/dynamic-fuels-earns-roundtable-sustainable-
biofuels-rsb-certification#ixzz2QqbBi6q4 
 
Biomass Secure Power Inc. recently provided shareholders with an update on the status of its 
lease option at the Port of Greater Baton Rouge. The company has set up a wholly owned 
subsidiary (Biomass Power Louisiana LLC) to hold the pellet plant project. Biomass Power 
Louisiana L.L.C. effective March 1, 2013 has secured a six month option to lease the site on 
which they propose to build a pellet plant for a payment of $50,000. Plans are in place to build 
the plant in four phases over several years. The scopes for phase one will be released for tender 
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April 2013 and construction is expected to commence summer 2013. Phase one consists of three 
production lines each capable of producing 340,000 tons per year of biomass pellets. When 
phase 1 is complete the company will have the capacity to produce one million tons of pellets per 
year.  
http://www.renewablesbiz.com/article/13/03/biomass-secure-power-inc-announces-louisiana-
company-hold-pellet-plant-
project&utm_medium=eNL&utm_campaign=RB_DAILY2&utm_term=Original-Member  
 
When it comes to first generation ethanol and biodiesel-based biofuels, Louisiana didn't figure 
much into the calculations. But since drop-in renewable fuels arrived, Louisiana hasn't just been 
in the race, or near the front of the pack – it has become the Secretariat of project development –  
out in front by a mile. In all, more than 500 million gallons in advanced biofuels and chemicals 
project capacity announced – a 100-fold jump in the past five years. Biofuels Digest looks at all 
the activity – Diamond Green Diesel, Dynamic Fuels, Sundrop Fuels, D2 Renewable, Emerald 
Biofuels – for the good lessons learned and applied – and some cautionary tales. 
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/03/07/hot-sauce-5-lessons-louisiana-can-teach-us-
about-advanced-bayoufuels/  
 
Mississippi 
 
Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant signed legislation specifying that rating systems used in green 
building projects funded by the state government "shall not exclude certificate credits for forest 
products certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Forest Stewardship Council or the 
American Tree Farm System." The new law positively positions Mississippi wood products in 
green building projects while providing a market incentive for landowners to adopt or maintain 
sustainable forest practices. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/prnewswire/press_releases/2013/03/25/DC82905  
 
KiOR, Inc. recently announced the initial shipments of cellulosic diesel from its first 
commercial-scale facility in Columbus, Mississippi. KiOR's facility uses pine wood chips 
previously feeding a shutdown paper mill at Columbus and produces gasoline and diesel, the first 
renewable hydrocarbon fuels in the U.S. manufactured at commercial scale and derived solely 
from non-food feedstocks. KiOR's renewable gasoline is also the first renewable cellulosic 
gasoline ever registered by the Environmental Protection Agency for sale in the U.S.  
http://investor.kior.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=749004  
 
Gulf Coast Renewable Energy LLC plans to bring a $25 million wood pellet manufacturing 
facility to George County, Mississippi's industrial park. The plant will produce about 160,000 
metric tons of pellets per year – aimed at European markets, with plans to double production 
within the next 3 years. The plant is expected to begin operations by the fourth quarter of 2014. 
http://blog.gulflive.com/mississippi-press-
news/2013/03/new_company_to_bring_25_millio.html  
 
The last and biggest hurdle to building the BlueFire Renewables cellulosic ethanol plant in 
Fulton, Miss., is obtaining the necessary debt financing. “What we’re still trying to do is raise the 
balance of financing for the plant,” Richard Klann, director of business development and 
marketing, told Ethanol Producer Magazine. “We’ve been in discussions about that for probably 
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about three years now.” Recent media attention shone a spotlight on the fact that construction is 
not currently active at the future site of the BlueFire Renewables Fulton LLC facility, although 
site work was previously completed. 
http://www.ethanolproducer.com/articles/9635/bluefire-executive-stresses-fulton-project-is-not-
dead  
 
Canada-based Enerkem has not abandoned its plan to develop a waste-to-ethanol plant in 
Pontotoc, Miss., despite delays and setbacks to the project, including a canceled initial public 
offering of shares in 2012. "Enerkem is committed to realize this project and is working 
diligently with its local partner to complete the necessary business arrangements and move the 
project forward," said Annie Pare, Enerkem’s director of communications. The company has 
acquired land next to a landfill in Pontotoc, where construction of the facility could begin in the 
second half of this year, Pare said. 
http://djournal.com/view/full_story/21934565/article-Enerkem-
%E2%80%98committed%E2%80%99-to-Pontotoc-ethanol-
project?instance=home_news_bullets  
 
Missouri 
 
The Missouri House voted to allow additional hydroelectric power to be used toward meeting the 
state’s renewable energy  requirement an effort criticized by sponsors of the original initiative 
approved by voters. (HB44). A 2008 voter-backed law requires Missouri investor-owned to use 
renewable energy sources for increasing amounts of energy production. That requirement is 5 
percent next year, 10 percent in 2018, and 15 percent in 2021. It also restricted what 
hydroelectric power can be applied. The House legislation would allow hydroelectric power 
from plants in Missouri, facilities owned by Missouri power companies and those shared under a 
purchased power agreement to be used starting in 2018. Beginning in 2021, all hydroelectric 
power could be classified as a renewable energy resource.  
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/03/01/missouri-house-approves-renewable-energy-measure/  
 
North Carolina 
 
Days after his party leadership shot down his proposal to freeze and repeal the state's renewable 
energy standards, Rep. Mike Hager, R-Rutherford, is making a second run at moving the bill to 
the House floor. House Bill 298 was voted down in the House Committee on Public Utilities and 
Energy, which Hager chairs, last Wednesday [April 24]. Powerful Republican Reps. Tim Moore, 
Ruth Samuelson, Nelson Dollar and others joined Democrats in opposing the measure. Hager has 
put the bill back on the calendar for Wednesday [May 1] for reconsideration. 
http://wraltechwire.com/sponsor-seeks-to-revive-bid-to-end-nc-renewable-energy-
subsidies/12395738/  
 
Construction on a $170 million refinery in Clinton to convert 20 million tons of grass into fuel 
each year could start as early as this fall. Chemtex, an international company with offices in 
Wilmington, plans to build the refinery on 166 acres in Sampson County. The plant would mirror 
one already built in Italy. If construction begins as planned, the plant could open in 2015. 
http://www.fayobserver.com/articles/2013/03/18/1243607?sac=fo.business  
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Domtar Corporation announced that it has successfully installed a commercial-scale lignin 
separation plant at its Plymouth, North Carolina mill, the first U.S. facility of its type in over 25 
years. The production of BioChoice™ lignin began in February, with a targeted rate of 75 tons a 
day, destined for a wide range of industrial applications as a bio-based alternative to the use of 
petroleum and other fossil fuels. The successful installation of commercial-scale lignin removal 
capacity at the Plymouth Mill is the culmination of a research and engineering project launched 
by Domtar in 2010.  
http://www.domtar.com/en/investors/pressreleases/index.asp  
 
The Biofuels Center of North Carolina recently awarded $684,058 for six projects to accelerate 
the renewable fuels industry in western North Carolina. Awards are made through the 2012-2013 
targeted biofuels development funding program, entitled Catalyzing Production in Western 
North Carolina, which utilizes a portion of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) settlement 
funds directed to the Center by the North Carolina General Assembly in the 2012 legislative 
session. 
http://www.biofuelscenter.org/press-media/media-releases/557-biofuels-center-boosts-
renewable-fuels-industry-in-western-nc-with-600k-investment  
 
Southern Research Institute announced it has entered into a cooperative agreement with the U.S. 
Dept. of Energy to develop a mild liquefaction process that will economically convert biomass to 
petroleum refinery-ready bio-oils. The process will convert biomass to stabilized bio-oils that 
can be directly blended with hydrotreater and cracker input streams in a petroleum refinery for 
production of gasoline and diesel range hydrocarbons. 
http://www.southernresearch.org/news/2013-03-13-southern-research-institute-wins-925000-
dept-energy-award-liquefy-biomass-production  
 
Oklahoma 
 
Helped by a year-end surge of completed wind projects, Oklahoma is well ahead of schedule for 
a state goal for renewable energy capacity. The state's renewable energy goal, passed in 2010, 
called for 15 percent renewable energy by 2015. Oklahoma came close to meeting that mark in 
2011, with 14.5 percent. More than 1,100 megawatts of wind power capacity came online last 
year in the state. Much of it was driven by a rush of projects spawned by uncertainty over the 
expiration of a crucial federal tax credit for electricity generated from renewable energy. 
Congress then extended the wind production tax credit until the end of 2013. At least two bills at 
the Legislature, including one by Senate Pro Tem Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, would have 
upgraded the renewable energy goal to 20 percent by 2020. Both failed to get a committee 
hearing this year. Spokesman Nathan Atkins said Bingman wanted to hold onto the bill and work 
on it during next year's session. Bingman's Senate Bill 555 included a provision allowing exports 
of renewable energy outside the state to count toward the proposed percentage. 
http://www.renewablesbiz.com/article/13/03/oklahoma-ahead-schedule-renewable-energy-goal-
officials-say&utm_medium=eNL&utm_campaign=RB_DAILY2&utm_term=Original-Member 
 
South Carolina 
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Register now for the 2013 SC Clean Energy Summit to be held at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center on July 11, 2013. This year's theme is “Fueling Innovation and Job Creation.” 
Early-bird registration is currently underway (until May 31)! Click here to register. 
 
SCRA Technology Ventures' SC Launch Program announced that Integro Earth Fuels has 
received project demonstration funding to assist in construction of a manufacturing plant in 
Greenville County. Integro is a renewable fuel company that has developed a biomass-based 
solid fuel called NuCoal™, designed to replace coal and reduce emissions for coal-fired power 
utilities. The first stage of the company's production facility will employ 15 workers, eventually 
increasing to 35 employees when the plant is expanded to a full-scale operation. Integro intends 
to build multiple, full-scale facilities throughout South Carolina to utilize the state's abundant 
biomass and agricultural resources. 
http://www.scra.org/press/techventuresintegrofunding-022613.html  
 
Officials from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Ameresco, Inc., a leading energy 
efficiency and renewable energy company, recently came together to mark the first year of 
successful operation of its new renewable energy fueled cogeneration facility at the Savannah 
River Site (SRS). In the first year the facility operated without interruption, averaging 200,000 
pounds of steam per hour while generating a total of 1.67 billion pounds of steam and 97,000 
megawatts of electricity. The plant processed more than 10,000 tons of tires and 221,000 tons of 
clean biomass, consisting of local forest residue and wood chips.  
http://www.ameresco.com/press/srs-marks-one-year-anniversary-new-biomass-cogeneration-
facility 
 
Tennessee 
 
The Tennessee Renewable Energy & Economic Development Council (TREEDC)  has partnered 
with the Renewable Energy Association of the Philippines (REAP) to develop the TREEDC 
International Exchange Program wherein Philippine colleges and cities join and become 
members of  the TREEDC network of  92 cities/counties and 23 colleges in Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Arkansas. The mission of this program is to connect Tennessee and Philippine 
renewable energy stakeholders in order to create more awareness, progress and development of 
renewable energy in their respective areas and establish collaborative projects/programs. In 
March 2013, a TREEDC delegation met with leaders of educational institutions in the 
Philippines, each of which agreed in principle to become members of the TREEDC network and 
to be matched with a sister school from the TREEDC college/university sector for information, 
research and technology exchanges. TREEDC plans to invite more Philippine schools and cities 
during the spring and summer.  
http://businessmirror.com.ph/index.php/news/economy/11513-us-group-to-pilot-test-renewable-
energy-program-in-phl  
 
Texas 
 
Houston’s Channel Biorefinery & Terminals LLC is beginning work on one of the largest 
biodiesel facilities in the U.S. located on the Houston Ship Channel. The company, which 
incorporated last year, bought the existing Green Hunter Biofuels facility in October for an 
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undisclosed amount. That 105 million-gallon-per-year facility was built during 2007 and 2008, 
but it hasn’t yet been put to work. The facility was almost operational when Hurricane Ike hit the 
Gulf Coast and flooded the facility. It will likely take about two years to get the facility 
producing to its full capacity, which will be about 75 million gallons a year. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/houston/news/2013/03/13/biofuel-facility-opening-on-houston.html  
 
Johnson County Commissioners approved a three-year, 40 percent tax abatement for Delek 
Renewables LLC, a biodiesel production facility in Cleburne. The company bought the facility 
from Beacon Energy, said Jerry Cash, economic development director for the city of Cleburne. 
The facility was first constructed in 2006 by Best Biofuels, a subsidiary of Smithfield Foods, 
Cash said. Delek originally planned to invest $3.1 million into remodeling the facility, which 
will be used to convert materials including soy beans, beef tallow, poultry tallow and other such 
materials, into blended diesel fuels. But Mark Page, Delek’s vice president of operations, told 
commissioners that has already climbed to $3.9 million. The number of jobs being added, while 
initially estimated at 12, has already increased to 19, Page said. 
http://www.cleburnetimesreview.com/local/x273853250/Court-approves-abatement-for-Delek  
 
Valero is turning back on its ethanol plants because of high ethanol prices that will cost them two 
to three times as much as it did last year on RINs, perhaps as high as $750,000. The company is 
calling for either an end to the RFS or to make ethanol blenders responsible for RFS blending 
mandate requirements rather than importers and refiners.  
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/03/20/valero-may-spend-triple-last-years-buy-on-
rins/  
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research is currently working with corporate sponsors to develop elite 
energy cane, sweet sorghum, algae and other various bioenergy crops that will help increase crop 
yields and bioenergy production. Additionally through a DOE ARPA-E award Dr. Joshua Yuan 
from Texas A&M AgriLife Research is addressing a major inefficiency in photosynthesis.  He is 
working on creating a synthetic crop for direct biofuel production through re-routing the 
photosynthesis intermediates and engineering terpenoid pathways. 
 
Virginia 
 
The Virginia Bioenergy Network (formerly the Virginia Biomass Energy Group – a program of 
Public Policy Virginia) has been reborn and will be under the management of the Center for 
Natural Capital (CNC). CNC’s mission is to promote economic development for ecosystem 
restoration by growing markets for environmental services and the natural capital that generates 
them. CNC and VBN will provide networking services between the academic, public and private 
sectors in the Commonwealth with interest in biomass and bioenergy. For more information, 
email VBN Program Manager Brian Becker at briannbecker@gmail.com. 
 
Two days after city leaders confirmed the sale of a breakthrough ethanol plant, details emerged 
that the Hopewell facility will be disassembled and shipped to England. The plan is outlined in a 
project overview document, prepared by London investment firm Future Capital Partners. 
According to the proposal, Future Fuels LLP will dismantle, ship and re-erect the facility in 
Grimsby, 180 miles north of London. The document reports taking apart the Hopewell facility, 
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piece by piece, will be less expensive than building a new ethanol plant at the site in Northern 
England. Part of the original ethanol plant could remain at the site, and Future Fuels will most 
likely sell the 55 acre parcel when it completes the disassembly. 
http://www.nbc12.com/story/21768674/report-hopewell-ethanol-plant-will-be-shipped-to-
england   
 
Citing financial reasons, Biomass Energy LLC closed its wood-pellet manufacturing plant in 
Louisa County. Biomass Energy operated in a former lumberyard and chip mill on Fredericks 
Hall Road. It took over the plant from WoodFuels Virginia, which turned timber into mulch, 
wood chips for the paper industry and pellets that can be used as a biofuel for residential and 
commercial heating purposes. 
http://news.fredericksburg.com/newsdesk/2013/03/16/biomass-plant-closes-in-louisa/  
 
Longwood University has received a $50,000 grant from Dominion Virginia Power to 
commission a pre-planning study to create a biomass fuel processing center. The study will 
enable Longwood to identify the most efficient and sustainable way of processing, drying and 
storing the biomass. This is expected to improve the consistency of wood residues and reduce 
moisture content of the biomass. The study is the first phase of a four-phase project in which a 
prototype biomass processing plant will be developed at the off-campus site owned by 
Longwood where the biomass is currently stored and processed. 
http://www.longwooduniversity.com/2013releases_47033.htm  
 
Beginning in April of 2013, Phase 1 of the Ferrum College Biomass Energy and Research 
Facility will begin supplying thermal energy to the Ferrum College campus. The facility 
designed and installed by English Biomass Partners, a joint venture of English Boiler & Tube, 
Inc. of Richmond, Va. and English Construction Company of Lynchburg, Va. will allow Ferrum 
College to go green. The biomass partners are installing two boilers on the college campus. The 
boilers will be capable of burning sustainable fuels which will provide thermal energy for the 
campus’ heat and hot water needs. Furthermore, the boilers will provide electric power, which 
will reduce the kilowatt demand from the local power company. 
http://www.ferrum.edu/Articles/english_biomass_partners_helps_ferrum_college_go_green.aspx  
 
A team of Virginia Tech researchers has discovered a way to extract large quantities of hydrogen 
from any plant, a breakthrough that has the potential to bring a low-cost, environmentally 
friendly fuel source to the world. This new environmentally friendly method of producing 
hydrogen utilizes renewable natural resources, releases almost no greenhouse gasses, and does 
not require costly or heavy metals. Previous methods to produce hydrogen are expensive and 
create greenhouse gases. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/8846/researchers-develop-revolutionary-biomass-to-
hydrogen-process  
 
A researcher at Virginia Tech and his colleagues completed an analysis, published in BioScience, 
suggesting ways to improve regulatory oversight for ensuring that crops grown for bioenergy 
production do not become noxious or invasive species. "According to our analysis, current 
noxious weed laws do not provide adequate protection to prevent invasions in natural areas, and 
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we have a shared responsibility for proper stewardship of these landscapes," said the study's lead 
author. 
http://domesticfuel.com/2013/03/06/how-to-ensure-biofuel-crops-dont-become-weeds/ 
 
A new, portable biomass plant was showcased at Virginia Tech's Department of Sustainable 
Biomaterials. The plant is roughly 12 feet tall and capable of generating 10 kW of power. The 
system combusts syngas derived from biomass.  
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/8811/10-kw-portable-biomass-power-plant-
demonstrated-at-virginia-tech  
 
West Virginia 
 
A bill in the West Virginia Legislature seeks to limit the state's tax credit for alternative-fuel 
vehicles to those that run on natural gas, butane and propane starting April 15. The measure 
would also repeal the tax incentive for developing alternative-fuel infrastructure.  
http://www.dailymail.com/News/statehouse/201304100140  
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