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National 
 
Energy for Economic Growth Initiative 

The 25x’25 Alliance has been investigating and exploring pathways for accelerating and 
expanding distributed renewable energy generation in America, including incentive-based rate 
structures.  This work is being conducted by the Energy for Economic Growth (EEG) Initiative 
work group.  The strategy includes jump-starting dialogues on renewable energy with rural 
utilities, an effort being done in partnership with the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.  
 
Since its inception two years ago, the EEG work group has found that many rural electric utilities 
and cooperatives are interested in increasing renewable energy generation, and that collaborative 
dialogue with rural electric cooperatives is needed on both the benefits and challenges posed by 
adding renewable energy to the grid.  25x’25 and the EEG have developed two reports to support 
our work to identify successful incentive-based policies that would represent a balance of 
multiple goals and objectives. First, the EEG work group (which included representatives of 
rural electric co-ops) traveled to Germany to observe current policies and projects and met with 
numerous officials and farmers to gauge the level of success as well as the challenges that have 
been identified.  The second report summarizes findings and research to date as well as provides 
recommendations for the next phase of policy implementation.  You can access both reports 
here. 
 
Adaptation Initiative 
 
In early 2011, 25x’25 brought together a focused conversation among key ag and forestry 
opinion and thought leaders about the climate-related challenges that the sectors are experiencing 
or need to be preparing to address.  From this dialogue and research of information gleaned from 
peer reviewed scientific studies and reports on this subject, a synthesis document was produced 
that revealed a number of important trends and impacts that farmers, ranchers, and foresters 
should be aware of. That report, called Agriculture and Forestry in a Changing Climate: The 
Road Ahead, was released in January 2012. 
 
The next phase of the 25x’25 Adaptation Initiative involves developing a prioritized series of 
recommendations for actions that should be taken by government agencies, universities, and 
business partners, as well as farmers, ranchers, and forest land managers to address adaptation 
challenges in the coming decades. That report, Agriculture and Forestry in a Changing 
Climate: Adaptation Recommendations, is scheduled for release within the next three weeks. 
You can learn more about the Adaptation Work Group and access the report here.  
 
 

http://www.25x25.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=931&Itemid=931
http://www.25x25.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=931&Itemid=931
http://www.25x25.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=858&Itemid=931


Innovate, Manufacture, Compete: A Clean Energy Action Plan, a January 2013 report from the 
Pew Clean Energy Program, projects that revenue associated with installation of wind, solar, and 
other renewable power is expected to grow at a compound annual rate of 8 percent, rising from 
$200 billion in 2012 to $327 billion annually by 2018. Yet roundtable discussions with more 
than 100 U.S. industry leaders reveal that the country is at a crossroads, they say. To strengthen 
America’s global competitiveness in this growing economic sector, the report outlines policy 
recommendations, including investments in energy research and development, extension of key 
manufacturing incentives, and establishment of a national Clean Energy Standard that sets 
milestones for deployment of renewable and other clean sources in the electric power sector. 
http://www.pewenvironment.org/news-room/press-releases/pew-delivers-clean-energy-
recommendations-to-administration-and-congress-85899443432  
 
Based on a one-day public workshop held in Washington, DC, Opportunities and Obstacles in 
Large-Scale Biomass Utilization: The Role of the Chemical Sciences and Engineering 
Communities: A Workshop Summary explores the current state of biomass utilization for bulk-
production of sustainable fuels and chemicals. Both formal presentations and breakout working 
groups were components of the workshop in an effort to stimulate engaging discussion among 
participants from widely varying fields. 
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=14683 
 
The Advanced Ethanol Council has released a report giving a snapshot of cellulosic ethanol 
producers in the U.S. and around the world. A look at facilities owned by companies such as 
Abengoa Bioenergy, Enerkem, INEOS Bio and ZeaChem shows the progress made since the 
Renewable Fuel Standard was put into place five years ago. "Despite the global recession, the 
cellulosic biofuels industry now has facilities and projects under development in more than 20 
U.S. states representing billions of dollars in private investment. Enzyme costs are down 80% in 
the last decade, and cellulosic biofuels are being produced for $2.00 per gallon or less today," 
AEC says in the report. 
http://ethanolrfa.3cdn.net/d9d44cd750f32071c6_h2m6vaik3.pdf  
 
Regional 
 
The deadline is March 8th for MegaWatt Ventures, an annual clean energy business plan 
competition that is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy, in conjunction with 
Southeastern U.S. universities. The competition has an over-riding mission of encouraging the 
commercialization of innovative energy-related technologies from the lab bench into the 
marketplace. Competing teams must include at least one Southeastern U.S.-based university 
student, and must be currently incorporated, or must be formed at the beginning of the 
competition to continue as a finalist. Competing finalist companies that already were 
incorporated prior must be Southeastern U.S.-based small technology businesses that generated 
less than $1M in revenues in 2012, and are headquartered in the following states: Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee. 
http://megawattventures.com  
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 “The Impact of the Southeast in the World’s Renewable Energy Future” was the theme of the 
inaugural Southeastern Conference (SEC) Symposium, held February 10-12, 2013 in Atlanta. 
Conference presentations and exhibits focused on the SEC universities’ research and 
development efforts in renewable energy, including bioenergy, solar energy and wind energy. 
http://secsymposium.com  
 
Researchers at the University of Georgia and the U.S. Forest Service are undertaking a study to 
examine public opinion on the biofuel industry in the Southeast U.S.  The research, which is 
supported by a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, will take place in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and North 
Carolina. In addition to conducting in-depth interviews with a variety of stakeholders, such as 
landowners, industry representatives, potential employees and county commissioners, the 
researchers will also talk to community residents through participation in daily community 
activities. 
http://sustainability.uga.edu/researchers-examine-public-opinion-on-biofuel-industry-in-the-
southeast-us/   
 
States 
 
Alabama 
 
BlendStar, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Green Plains Renewable Energy, Inc., completed 
construction and began operations at a new ethanol terminal in Birmingham, Alabama in 
December 2012. The new $17 million terminal is served by BNSF railway and has a throughput 
capacity of 300 million gallons of ethanol annually. It serves Alabama and parts of Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi and Tennessee.  
http://investor.gpreinc.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=727831  
 
Arkansas 
 
The Distributed Generation Act of 2013 was filed in the House on February 18, 2013. The bill 
would give the Arkansas Public Service Commission, (or in the case of municipal utilities, 
municipal governments) the authority to develop long-term power purchase agreements between 
utilities and renewable energy producers. The bill sets a requirement that about 5% of the 
electricity being consumed in Arkansas be purchased through these long-term contracts, but does 
not set a date that this target must be reached. 
http://legiscan.com/AR/text/HB1390  
 
Florida 
 
Biofuels Digest reports that House Bill 4001 that seeks to repeal ethanol blending passed out of 
the state House's Energy & Utilities Subcommittee by a single vote. They note that the bill's 
sponsor, Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Shalimar, tried to push through similar legislation last year but was 
only able to get ethanol-free gasoline made available for boats, small motors and antique cars. 
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/02/20/florida-bill-to-kill-ethanol-blending-passes-
through-committee/  
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EcoGen, LLC announced in December 2012 that it had signed three 30-year contracts with 
Florida Power & Light (FP&L) to provide electricity to FP&L from U.S. EcoGen-owned 
generating plants to be located in Clay, Martin and Okeechobee counties. The plants, which 
would produce a total of approximately 180 megawatts, would be fired by eucalyptus wood 
pellets. The contracts are now pending approval by the Florida Public Service Commission. If 
approved and constructed, the plants would begin producing energy by 2019. 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/business/fpl-seeks-approval-for-biomass-contract/nThKx/  
 
Georgia 
 
Southwest Georgia Ethanol indicates that it plans to resume production at its ethanol plant in 
Camilla, Georgia in July and has been booking corn with local farmers since late fall and early 
winter. Production was idled in October because of high corn prices. 
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/02/12/southwest-georgia-ethanol-thinks-will-re-
open-in-july-ahead-of-midwest/   
 
On February 11th, FOGFUELS announced a new partnership with the City of Atlanta to 
transform fats, oils and grease (FOG) into usable B100 biodiesel fuel that can be used to power 
school buses, city vehicles and machinery. By creating this inner city processing center, 
FOGFUELS will provide a convenient location for independent haulers to dump their trap 
grease, encouraging them to remain compliant with City ordinances while resulting in significant 
reductions in their operating costs due to reduced tipping fees and transportation costs. 
http://www.fogfuels.com/FOGFUELS-Announces-Partnership-with-the-City-of-Atlanta.php  
 
Kentucky 
 
Delta BioRenewables, LLC, a sustainable feedstock producer and bioenergy project developer, 
announced in December that its collaboration partner Commonwealth Agri-Energy, LLC has 
successfully produced ethanol from sweet sorghum sugars at its corn ethanol facility in 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky. The industrial-scale evaluation, which utilized fermentable sugars from 
improved sweet sorghum hybrids developed by Ceres, Inc., marks the first step in demonstrating 
the commercial viability of integrating the new feedstock into existing domestic corn ethanol 
facilities. 
http://www.deltabiorenewables.com/DBR_SorghumBiofuelsTrial_Release_12.11.2012.pdf  
 
According to Ethanol Producer magazine, Patriot Bioenergy Corp. sees value in industrial hemp 
as a possible feedstock for cellulosic biofuel production and for cofiring with coal in power 
plants. The company has joined the Kentucky Hemp Growers Association and is exploring the 
possibility of growing the crop on post-mining reclamation and marginal lands in Kentucky. The 
goal is to complete laboratory testing and issue a report by February. Patriot Bioenergy is also 
planning to establish a nonprofit energy/sugar beet growers’ cooperative in the Cumberland 
Valley Area Development District region of Kentucky. 
http://ethanolproducer.com/articles/9460/patriot-bioenergy-looks-to-hemp 
 
Louisiana 
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BioFuels Development International, LLC announced in February 2013 that its subsidiary 
Channel BioRefinery & Terminals, LLC (CB&T) will begin producing biodiesel in the third 
quarter of 2013. BDI launched CB&T with the acquisition of Green Hunter BioFuels in October 
2012. CB&T will execute a multi-phased approach to reentry into the market, initially restarting 
production at a 30M gallon per year throughput rate with an expected increase to 75M gallons 
per year in the next 12 months. 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20130204006252/en/BioFuels-Development-
International-LLC-Plans-Bioiesel-Production   
 
The LSU AgCenter Audubon Sugar Institute held a ribbon cutting on January 25, 2013 to mark 
the completion of a pilot plant dedicated to producing biofuels and biochemicals from 
agricultural crops and byproducts. The centerpiece of the AgCenter’s Sustainable Bioproducts 
Initiative, the pilot plant focuses on processing sweet sorghum, energy cane and other grassy 
feedstocks into convertible sugars, fiber and bioproducts for further refining into butanol, 
gasoline, isoprene and biochemical. The pilot plant is part of a larger project funded by a five-
year, $17.2 million grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/news_archive/2013/january/headline_news/Ribboncutting-for-
biofuels-biochemicals-pilot-plant-set-for-Jan-25-in-St-Gabriel.htm 
 
In December 2012, Governor Bobby Jindal and Drax Biomass International Inc. CEO Chuck 
Davis announced a more than $120 million investment by the company in Louisiana, where Drax 
Biomass plans to build a wood pellet facility in Bastrop and a storage-and-shipping facility at the 
Port of Greater Baton Rouge. The project will create 63 new direct jobs, with 47 of the jobs 
located at the Bastrop wood pellet facility and 16 jobs at the shipping facility in Port Allen near 
Baton Rouge. Drax will ship wood pellets formed in Morehouse Parish to its U.K. energy 
facilities for use in generating renewable power. 
http://www.louisianaeconomicdevelopment.com/led-news/news-releases/drax-biomass-
announces-energy-project-to-result-in-more-than-200-new-direct-and-indirect-jobs.aspx  
 
Mississippi 
 
Researchers at Mississippi State University and Ohio State University were awarded a $6.5 
million grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture in January 2013 to develop a process to 
convert methane gases produced from biomass into cost competitive liquid fuels. Scientists at 
MSU are also studying how to make other types of biofuels and the best technologies for 
harvesting, compacting and transporting biomass products to conversion facilities. 
http://msucares.com/news/releases/13/20130125usdabrdigrant_yu.html  
 
Missouri 
 
Blue Sun Energy, Inc. and Applied Research Associates, Inc. (ARA) announced a partnership for 
the design, construction, and operation of a Biofuels ISOCONVERSION Process (BIC) 
demonstration system using the ARA and Chevron Lummus Global (CLG) process for the 
production of certification quantities of 100% drop-in renewable jet, diesel, and gasoline. The 
demonstration facility is scheduled for ground breaking in St. Joseph, Missouri in Q1 2013 and 
will be operational in Q3 2013. The process produces fuels which are ready to use, without 
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blending, in turbine and diesel engines designed to operate on petroleum-based fuels. Blue Sun 
also operates a biodiesel facility at the Saint Joseph, Missouri site, and has completed capital 
investments and the final steps to commercialize a new enzymatic processing technology.  
http://www.gobluesun.com/main/news/biodieselnewsstory.php?news_id=135   
 
POET temporarily idled its Macon biorefinery on February 1 due primarily to the lack of 
available corn. Approximately $14.5 million in upgrades to the plant will occur during the down 
time. The plant will also continue to purchase corn for future use as it is available. There is 
currently no timeline for resuming production. 
http://www.poet.com/pr/poet-macon-temporarily-suspends-production-due-to-drought  
 
North Carolina 
 
International WoodFuels LLC announced in January 2013 that it would construct a 300,000 
metric ton-per-year wood pellet plant in Wilson County. The company will create 32 full-time 
jobs and invest more than $60 million in Sims over the next three years. The project was made 
possible in part by a $100,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. 
http://www.southerngovernors.org/articleview.aspx?articleid=9128  
 
A team led by the North Carolina Solar Center has been awarded a $500,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Energy to expand the use of alternative fuel and advanced vehicle technologies. 
The two-year Alternative Fuel Implementation Team project will include development of a 
petroleum displacement plan toolkit to help fleet managers and vehicle owners explore the 
costs/benefits of different fuel options. A Southeast Regional Alternative Fuels Conference will 
also be planned to bring together key stakeholders from Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 
http://ncsc.ncsu.edu/index.php/2013/02/07/n-c-solar-center-receives-doe-grant-to-increase-
alternative-fuel-solutions-across-north-carolina/  
 
The Southern Research Institute announced in January 2013 that it had been awarded $1.5 
million from the U.S. Department of Energy to test an innovative method for producing liquid 
transportation fuels from coal and biomass thereby improving the economics and lifecycle 
impacts of coal-to-liquid (CTL) and coal-biomass-to-liquid (CBTL) processes. The research 
team includes partners from Southern Company Services and Nexant Inc. 
http://www.southernresearch.org/news/2013-01-07-southern-research-institute-wins-15-million-
dept-energy-award-economically-produce-l  
 
The North Carolina Sustainable Energy Association (NCSEA) has released an economic analysis 
of the impacts of clean energy policy in the state. The Economic, Utility Portfolio, and Rate 
Impact of Clean Energy Development in North Carolina was written by RTI International and La 
Capra Associates, Inc. Among the key findings were that between 2007 and 2012, clean energy 
investment in the state increased 13-fold and generated or saved an estimated 8.2 million MWh 
of energy through a combination of renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. The total 
economic benefit of clean energy development in North Carolina was $1.7 billion and generated 
$2.56 billion in associated spending in the state economy.    
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http://energync.org/blog/ncsea-news/2013/02/18/new-report-shows-clean-energy-s-positive-
impact-on-north-carolina-s-economy-and-utility-rates/  
 
Piedmont Biofuels received its certification from the Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels in 
February 2013, becoming the first biodiesel plant to receive such a distinction. Piedmont has 
long been a BQ9000 producer of biodiesel, a quality accreditation awarded by the National 
Biodiesel Board. 
http://www.biofuels.coop/rsb-certification  
 
Oklahoma 
 
Pending legislation in Oklahoma could result in in the development of state plan to utilize woody 
biomass for heat and power. The bill, HB 1656, titled the “Oklahoma Woody Biomass Energy 
Initiative Act of 2013,” was introduced by state Rep. Richard Morrissette in January. The bill 
would take several actions to support the growth of biomass energy in Oklahoma, including the 
establishment of an advisory council charged with developing an Oklahoma Renewable Woody 
Biomass Energy Usage Plan. 
http://biomassmagazine.com/articles/8597/biomass-energy-legislation-introduced-in-okla  
 
South Carolina 
 
Researchers at Clemson University’s Pee Dee Research and Education Center and Ridgeville-
based ArborGen Inc. have collaborated to plant thousands of poplars at the Pee Dee center to 
determine if certain varieties of the tree are suitable for bioenergy stock. 
http://www.clemson.edu/media-relations/4638  
 
 
Tennessee 
 
Genomatica and DuPont Tate & Lyle Bio Products announced the first successful commercial- 
scale production of 1,4-Butanediol (BDO) using a bio-based manufacturing process. BDO is an 
intermediate chemical used in a wide variety of applications including athletic apparel, 
electronics and automotive applications. This campaign, which spanned five weeks in late 2012, 
produced more than five million pounds (over 2,000 metric tons) of BDO by direct fermentation 
using conventional sugars as feedstock. This marks the first time that BDO has been produced 
biologically on this scale and at this rate. 
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/2/prweb10419600.htm  
 
Dynamic Recycling has taken steps towards relocating its ethanol recycling plant from 
Abingdon, Virginia to Bristol, Tennessee. The new plant will be located in a former Armour 
Foods processing plant. Renovations will need to take place before the plant can begin operating.  
http://www.tricities.com/news/local/article_b67a7ab4-5aca-11e2-a75e-0019bb30f31a.html   
 
Texas 

Environmental services provider EQM Technologies & Energy, Inc. has sold its biodiesel 
production facility in Cleburne, Texas to Dalek Renewables, LLC. EQM is exiting the biodiesel 
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production business and will be focusing on environmental services. 
http://www.ecoseed.org/business/us/15920-eqm-exits-biofuel-business-sells-plant-to-dalek-
renewables 

 
White Energy idled its ethanol plant in Plainview, Texas at the end of January because of high 
corn prices. The plant is expected to remain shut until corn prices drop – or as long as nine 
months until the next corn harvest. Texas-based Valero, the third-biggest U.S. ethanol producer, 
also announced operating its plants at reduced rates during the fourth quarter and idling three 
plants.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-01-29/white-energy-shuts-ethanol-plant-in-texas-on-
high-corn-prices.html 
 
Texas AgriLife Research received a $2.4 million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy to 
develop a novel and integrated platform for converting lignin, a component of all lignocellulosic 
material, into biofuel precursors. The team includes scientists from Georgia Institute of 
Technology, University of British Columbia, Washington State University, and Texas A&M 
University. 
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/news/progress_alerts.cfm/pa_id=822  
 
Virginia 
 
The Town of Gretna and Piedmont BioProducts LLC were awarded two Virginia Tobacco 
Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission grants totaling $5.3 million in 
January 2013, to enable them to move forward with a biofuels refinery in the new Gretna 
Industrial Park. This includes $1.3 million for site development and building construction and $4 
million for equipment purchases.  
http://www.wpcva.com/news/article_486a062c-6013-11e2-b455-0019bb2963f4.html  
 
MAPCO Express, Inc.’s convenience stores opened their first E85 locations under the East Coast 
brand in January 2013, with two new E85 stations near Richmond and one near Washington, 
D.C. MAPCO Express and Florida-based Protec Fuel plan to open two more locations this year 
as well as offer cellulosic ethanol made from municipal solid waste. 
http://www.protecfuel.com/media/va-mapco-e85-openings-final.pdf  
 
West Virginia 
 
A multi-disciplinary team of researchers from West Virginia University was recently awarded a 
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to explore economic and environmental impacts 
of wood biomass utilization in rural central Appalachia. The researchers will focus their efforts 
on a subset of rural counties in southern West Virginia, one bordering county in Kentucky and 
one in Virginia. With a poverty rate of 22.8 percent and a per capita market income of $18,752 
per year, the study area is representative of the rural counties in the larger central Appalachian 
region. In an attempt to properly assess the potential economic impact of increasing the 
utilization of woody biomass as a feedstock for liquid fuels, the team will analyze the of price 
and availability of woody biomass that will realistically be available in the region, as well as 
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evaluate the environmental impacts of harvesting, transportation, material processing and 
production of liquid fuels. 
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