
Southern Bioenergy Network News – July 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners: 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

Renewable Fuel Standard 

The EPA released its proposed renewable fuel volume obligations for 2014, 2015, and 2016!  If you were 

to read the EPA’s news release, you would have thought that the EPA was setting volume goals that 

were going to flood the market with renewable fuels.  However, the biofuels value chain industry was 

mostly dissatisfied with the proposed volumes.  Since the release of the proposed renewable fuel 

volumes, numerous letters have been written in support of increasing the proposed volumes. 

EPA held a public hearing on this proposal on June 25, 2015, in Kansas City, Kansas.  Over 250 people 

testified with the majority urging EPA to increase the proposed volumes to better reflect the intentions 

of congress when the RFS was created.  On the same day, supporters of the biofuel industry gathered at 

the Rally for Rural America to show their support for the RFS.   

The period for public input and comment will be open until July 27. EPA will finalize the volume 

standards in this rule by Nov. 30.  For more information on today’s announcement, go to 

www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/regulations.htm  

Biogenic Carbon 

Nearly half of the US Senate wrote to the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy and the EPA 

administrator strongly urging the agencies to streamline support of biomass for energy across all 

agencies, providing policies that work to ensure more use of sustainable biomass energy rather than the 

complicated policy framework that can contradict itself and create investment uncertainty as is the case 

now. The letter especially pushes for recognition of carbon neutrality of forest biomass and forestry 

residues. 

National Bioenergy Day 2015 

The Biomass Power Association, U.S. Forest Service and partners have begun planning for the Third 

Annual National Bioenergy Day.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 21, 2015 (which also 

coincides with Forest Products Week). BPA and the US Forest Service have provided a “how to host a 

National Bioenergy Day event” planning guide to help you brainstorm ways to showcase your 

involvement in bioenergy to your community, and offers some planning ideas and template materials 

for outreach. Check www.bioenergyday.org for more information or contact Carrie Annand at 

carrie@usabiomass.org.  

The following groups have already committed to participating in this year’s event:  Arizona State 

Forestry; CMS; Clarkson University; Cox Interior; Craven County Wood Energy; DTE; Greenleaf; 

Greenwood Clean Energy; IHI/Rio Bravo Fresno; Iowa State University; Koda Energy; Louisiana State 

University; Michigan Biomass; Michigan Forest Products Association; Minnesota Power; Morbark; 

Murray State University; New York Biomass Alliance;  Oak Ridge National Laboratory; Ontario Power 

Generation – Thunder Bay; Plum Creek; ReEnergy; Renewable Maine; State of Kentucky; State of 
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Montana; University of Northern British Columbia; University of Tennessee Center for Renewable 

Carbon; Verdante; and, Washington State University. 

Farm Bill 

The U.S. House Appropriations Committee passed a Fiscal Year 2016 Agriculture Appropriations Bill that 

would reduce mandatory spending levels for Farm Bill Energy Title programs, including REAP, BCAP, and 

the Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical and Biobased Product Manufacturing Assistance Program (Section 

9003).  The House Appropriations Committee is seeking to roll back the mandatory funding levels 

Congress agreed to just last year when passing the bi-partisan Farm Bill.  The millions cut from these 

incentive programs will stifle new manufacturing opportunities and stable, well-paying jobs in rural 

America. 

USDA finalizes Biorefinery Assistance Program interim rule  

Meanwhile, the interim final rule for the Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical, and Biobased Product 

Manufacturing Assistance Program has been published by the Agriculture Department's Rural Business 

Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Formerly known as the Biorefinery Assistance Program, 

the program is now available for producers of renewable chemicals and biobased products.  

The new program provides loan guarantees of up to $250 million to construct and retrofit commercial-

scale biorefineries and to develop renewable chemicals and biobased product manufacturing facilities. 

Applications can now be submitted for the Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical and Biobased Product 

Manufacturing Assistance Program, according to an announcement from the USDA-RBCS.  Two funding 

cycles are being held. Applications for round one are due October 1.  Applications for the second round 

are due April 1, 2016. For information on how to apply, see page 38432 of the July 6, 2015 Federal 

Register. 

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 
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International 

  Ceres says the company is pulling back from research into bioenergy crops due to low prices and a 
sinking Brazilian economy and will instead focus on sugarcane for food and feed. It now sees research 
into sugarcane a more attractive use of capital than sweet sorghum and switchgrass. 

 LEGO will replace its fossil-based plastics by 2030 with sustainable alternatives. The company 
announced it will invest $150 million in the effort to cover research, development and implementation 
of new raw materials to manufacture LEGO elements as well as packaging materials. 

 Bioenergy derived from plants can play an essential role in satisfying the world’s growing energy 
demand, mitigating climate change, sustainably feeding a growing population, improving socio-
economic equity, minimizing ecological disruptions and preserving biodiversity. So says the new report 
“Bioenergy & Sustainability.” 

 National 

 The DoE Office of EERE is soliciting nominations for candidates to fill vacancies on the Biomass Research 
and Development Technical Advisory Committee.  Nominations are due Aug. 14.  The committee 
provides advice and recommendations to the secretaries of energy and agriculture that promote 
research and development leading to the production of biobased fuels and products. 

 USDA released a new report that shows the U.S. biobased industry is generating substantial economic 
activity and American jobs.  In 2013, 1.5 million jobs directly supported the biobased product industry.  
The report builds on the "Why Biobased?" report released by the USDA in October 2014. 

States with the greatest concentrations of biobased products industrial activities are Mississippi, 
Oregon, Maine, Wisconsin, Idaho, Alabama, North Carolina, Arkansas, and South Dakota.  

 

Figure: Location Quotient for the Total Biobased Products Industry in 2013  

Note: Darker green and higher numbers indicates increased activity at the state level relative to the U.S. 
in the biobased products industry. 
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 The USDA's Office of Procurement and Property Management has published final rules in the Federal 
Register amending regulations for the voluntary labeling program for biobased products and the 
designation of biobased products for federal procurement. 

 FutureMetrics has released a paper that debunks two long-time inaccurate statements about the use of 
wood pellets:  (1) The CO2 released from the combustion of wood pellets is greater than the CO2 
released from the combustion of coal; (2) Using wood pellets for heat or power creates a carbon debt 
that takes decades to repay.  Debunking two so-called “facts” about Wood Pellets 
 

Regional 

 Clean Energy Champions: The Importance of State Programs and Policies provides the first-ever 
comprehensive look at the ways in which states are supporting clean energy as well as offers 
suggestions on how to further encourage growth.   

 The DoE’s Advanced Research Projects Agency has awarded $30 million to six projects under its TERRA 
Program. TERRA projects aim to accelerate energy crop development for the production of renewable 
transportation fuels from biomass.  Three southeast institutions received grants under this program. 

 Check out the June edition of the IBSS Newsletter and learn about new research on life cycle impacts of 
five major biofuel feedstocks produced in the Southern U.S. for cellulosic ethanol production.  
Researchers found cellulosic ethanol from forests reduced greenhouse gas emissions up to 97% 
compared to life-cycle assessments for petroleum-based gasoline.  

In the States 

Alabama 

2014 FIA data shows that timberland in Alabama has increased to an all-time high of 23 million acres, an 

increase of 360,000 acres since the year 2000.  FIA data also shows for every ton of timber harvested, 

1.55 tons of new growth are added to AL forests each year. 

Arkansas 

The latest edition of “Energizing Arkansas” looks at camelina as a possible cash crop and biofuel 

feedstock to encourage economic development in the Arkansas delta.   

Florida 

Green3Power Operations Inc. will build a $175 million renewable energy facility to convert waste into 

ultra-low sulfur renewable diesel fuel using gasification technology and the Fischer-Tropsch process.  

1,000 tons per day of municipal solid waste, construction and demolition debris, used tires and yard 

waste will be diverted from a landfill to the facility to manufacture the synthetic diesel fuel. 

Kentucky 

The University of Louisville Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research has formed a partnership with 

based Integro Earth Fuels Inc. the developer of NuCoal, a product made from sustainable wood waste 

that can be burned with or in place of coal, to accelerate commercialization. 

Mississippi 
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Ergon BioFuels LLC reports that its 60-million-gallon-per-year ethanol plant in Vicksburg is back to full 

operation.  The plant was originally established in 2007.  The installation of processing upgrades has led 

to increased ethanol yields and improved dried distillers' grain. Implementation of new technology, set 

for completion at the end of this summer, will allow for the production of corn oil, used in biodiesel. 

North Carolina 

Enviva has inflated the first of two 170-foot wood pellet storage domes located on North Carolina State 

Ports’ property in Wilmington.  The domes will store wood pellets for shipment to Europe. In 2015, 

Enviva will provide over 2 million tons of wood pellets to coal-fired power plants overseas. 

The German American Bio Energy Business Conference was held on Tuesday, June 23, 2015.  The 

presentations, pictures, and a list of participants can be found on the website of the German American 

Bio Energy Business Conference 2015. 

North Carolina’s pork producers are urging state lawmakers not to tinker with a 2007 renewable energy 

law that requires electric utilities to tap hog manure as a fuel source to generate electricity.  Projects in 

the pipeline now would provide the state about 20 megawatts from swine byproducts. 

The Bioenergy Research Initiative at the NC Dept of Agriculture is hosting a Field Day on August 27, 

2015, from 8:30am to 3:30pm at Mountain Horticultural Crops R&E Center in Mills River, NC.  Please 

register at: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-bioenergy-field-day-tickets-17304013771.  See more in 

the EVENTS part of the SBN News. 

The City of Raleigh is harvesting sunflowers from its waste water treatment plant biosolids application 

areas, crushing the seeds, converting the sunflower oil to biodiesel, and using the biodiesel at a B20 

blend to operate the farm machinery and equipment.  Effort reduces nutrient loss from fields. 

Oregon 

Oregon’s governor has signed a bill that exempts biomass-derived carbon dioxide emissions from 

regulation under certain air pollution laws. SB 752 mirrors a rule previously enacted by the Oregon DEQ. 

South Carolina 

The 2015 SC Clean Energy Summit will take place Thursday, July 23, 2015 at the Columbia Metropolitan 

Convention Center in Columbia, South Carolina.  25x’25/SAFER partners are being offered a discount off 

the registration fee.  Please use the promo code, "SCBC" to register or simply click this 

link https://sccebasummit2015.eventbrite.com/?discount=25X25. 

Tennessee 

The city of Lebanon, Tennessee, received a $250,000 grant to assist with construction of a new waste-

to-energy facility that will reduce landfill usage and provide clean electrical power.  The facility will be 

able to process up to 64 tons of biomass per day. 

Virginia 

Smithfield Foods' Hog Production Division, Murphy-Brown, LLC, and Tyton BioEnergy Systems 

announced a research partnership to develop new bioenergy applications for Tyton's dedicated, non-

http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150622006203/en/Ergon-BioFuels-Announces-Return-Full-Capacity-Vicksburg#.VYlLm-9RHIU
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smoking tobacco crop and the resulting soil amendment, filtration, and feed products within Smithfield's 

hog production processes.  

Events 

2015 Bioenergy Research Initiative Field Day - August 27, 2015 

The Bioenergy Research Initiative at the NC Dept of Agriculture is hosting a Field Day from 8:30am to 

3:30pm to include tours, lunch and expert speakers.  Location is Mountain Horticultural Crops Research 

& Extension Center, 74 Research Drive, Mills River, North Carolina 28759-3429.  Please pre-register at: 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-bioenergy-field-day-tickets-17304013771.  Also, a Poster Session 

will be held as part of the event.  Please limit poster size to 4 ft. wide and 3 ft. tall and follow scientific 

poster guidelines.  For additional information on how to create effective presentation, click here!  To 

participate in the poster presentation event please send a title of the poster, name(s) of author(s) and 

affiliation(s) and abstract to Helene Cser, hecser@ncsu.edu.  Please submit information with "Bioenergy 

Field Day Poster" as the subject line.  All entries should be sent in by August 20, 2015.  

The SWITCHGRASS-III - Prairie & Native Grass International Conference will be held in Knoxville, 

Tennessee USA in Sept 30 – Oct 2, 2015.  Following the tradition, the conference will focus on 

switchgrass as a dominant species of the tallgrass prairie and savannah ecosystems as well as dedicated 

lignocellulosic bioenergy feedstock.  Please use the following web link for important early and regular 

registration deadlines and submission of Abstract for your oral-, or poster 

presentation.  http://www.switchgrassconference.com/  Please pass this message along to colleagues, 

post-docs, and graduate students who might be interested in the meeting. 

NCSEA’s annual Making Energy Work conference is the setting for collaboration to move North 

Carolina’s clean energy economy forward.  The 7th Making Energy Work Conference will be held at the 

Raleigh Convention Center on October 6-7, 2015.  For more info:  http://www.makingenergywork.org/.  
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