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National 
 
Here are the need-to-knows of U.S. Farm Bill, reports BioFuels Digest in its 5-Minute Guide to 
the Farm Bill, put out after the House and Senate Agricultural committees had passed their 
respective versions of the proposed 2013 farm bill, which would take effect for fiscal 2014 
through fiscal 2018.  
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/05/20/the-farm-bill-biofuels-digests-5-minute-
guide-to-the-energy-title/ 
 
Renewable energy lobbyists are undefeated this year in defending the state-level purchasing 
mandates that have helped fuel explosive growth in industries like wind and solar, and that streak 
looks set to remain intact as part-time state legislatures around the country are wrapping up their 
work for the year. 
http://www.midwestenergynews.com/2013/06/04/state-renewable-energy-laws-survive-repeal-
attempts-so-far/ 
 
Advanced Energy Economy and Colorado State University's Center for the New Energy 
Economy (CNEE) have partnered to create the Advanced Energy Legislation (AEL) Tracker, a 
first-of-its-kind database to track energy-related legislation in all 50 states. All active bills 
relating to solar energy, natural gas, and everything in between, can be found in the AEL 
Tracker. http://www.aee.net/resources/ael-
tracker?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=3e6d2c0b-0bb8-4993-9737-
99fceb5c94cf    
 
On July 31 to August 1, 2013, the Bioenergy Technologies Office (BETO) and Advanced 
Biofuels USA will co-host the Office's sixth annual conference, Biomass 2013: How the 
Advanced Bioindustry is Reshaping American Energy, at the Washington, D.C. Convention 
Center. This year's conference will highlight the successes of the bioenergy industry over the 
past 20 years and provide a forum to exchange ideas, showcase new technologies, and discuss 
opportunities for the future. Like previous BETO conferences, the event will feature high-profile 
speakers from Congress, federal agencies, industry, and environmental organizations. 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/biomass/biomass_2013.html?utm_source=Advanced+BioFuels+U
SA+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4830850220-  
 
The Pew Charitable Trusts has published Who’s Winning the Clean Energy Race: 2012 Edition 
documenting how the old order is changing technologically and geographically. Clean energy is 
gaining ground in the global energy mix. Even as several pioneering countries have stumbled, 
new markets have opened, and the center of gravity for clean energy investment has shifted from 
West to East. 
http://www.pewenvironment.org/news-room/reports/whos-winning-the-clean-energy-race-2012-
edition-85899468949  
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The U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index provides an unparalleled analysis of the clean-tech 
marketplace. No other publication and dataset offers such deep tracking and understanding of the 
most relevant technology, policy, and capital developments in the U.S. clean-tech industry. 
Download the new report and see the 2013 results of both the State Index and Metro Index. 
http://www.cleanedge.com/reports/report-download?nid=22993 
 
Warning that the world is not on track to limit the global temperature increase to 2 degrees 
Celsius, the International Energy Agency (IEA) on Monday [June 10] urged governments to 
swiftly enact four energy policies that would keep climate goals alive without harming economic 
growth. “Climate change has quite frankly slipped to the back burner of policy priorities. But the 
problem is not going away – quite the opposite,” IEA Executive Director Maria van der Hoeven 
said in London at the launch of a World Energy Outlook Special Report, Redrawing the Energy-
Climate Map, which highlights the need for intensive action before 2020.  
http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/energyclimatemap/#d.en.36900   
   
2013 KPMG Energy Survey, now in its eleventh year, reflects perspectives from U.S. energy 
executives on the outlook for oil and gas prices, business challenges, the impact of shale oil and 
gas, alternative energy investments, spending and growth, emerging technologies, and other 
industry trends. 
http://www.kpmginstitutes.com/global-energy-institute/insights/active/2013-energy-industry-
outlook-survey.aspx  
 
Climate Change in the American Mind reports on a national survey about energy and climate 
change issues conducted by the Yale Project on Climate Change Communication and the George 
Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication in April 2013. Among the key 
findings were that a large majority of Americans (87%, down 5 percentage points since Fall 
2012) say the president and the Congress should make developing sources of clean energy a 
“very high” (26%), “high” (32%), or medium priority (28%). Few say it should be a low priority 
(12%). 
http://environment.yale.edu/climate-communication/files/Climate-Policy-Support-April-
2013.pdf  

The June 25th meeting of the Woody Biomass Utilization Group (WBUG) will be open to the 
public via webinar. The meeting will cover will cover a series of forest biomass assessment tools 
including GForest, CROPS, the KDF, and tentatively FIA. The meeting will take place from 8:30 
am until noon. Reserve your webinar seat at: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/400910617 

Regional 
 
Feedstock Acceptance in the Farming Community is the subject of an upcoming webinar 
sponsored by IBSS and hosted by Southern Regional Extension Forestry. The webinar, 
scheduled for August 21 at 2:00 pm, is part of a series titled "Transitioning from the Bucket to 
the Barrel." For detailed information on webinar topics and speakers, please visit the series 
webpage at http://se-ibss.org/webinars-1. 
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States 
 
Alabama 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, working with 
the Army Energy Initiatives Task Force (EITF), recently awarded the first of its kind Indefinite 
Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Multiple Award Task Order Contracts (MATOC) for the 
first technology under this contract to support renewable energy on Defense Department 
installations. Individual MATOC awards are being staggered by technology starting with this 
first announcement for geothermal. Announcement of awards for the remaining technologies, 
solar, wind and biomass, are anticipated for staggered release through the end of calendar year 
2013.  
http://www.hnc.usace.army.mil/Media/NewsReleases/tabid/10750/Article/13524/army-matoc-
first-awards-under-7-billion-renewable-energy-contract.aspx  
 
Officials with Woerner Agribusiness and Perdido Vineyards recently hosted an open house in 
Bon Secour “to throw back the curtain on what they believe are the early stages of an effort [to 
grow sugar beets] that one day could result in the production of nearly 3 million gallons of 
biofuel and syrups that form the basic ingredient of new types of plastic.” 
http://blog.al.com/live/2013/05/public_invited_for_rare_glimps.html  
 
Akermin has announced the successful commissioning and testing of its proprietary Biocatalyst 
Delivery System at the National Carbon Capture Center in Wilsonville, AL. The pilot unit has 
operated continuously for several weeks capturing close to 90% CO2 from flue gas with 
significant rate enhancement and no degradation in performance. 
http://akermin.com/akermin-demonstrates-co2-capture-using-proprietary-biocatalyst-delivery-
system/  
 
Arkansas 
 
An Arkansas professor has been experimenting with a farm-sized biodiesel plant that can use 
animal fat, waste oil or oilseeds. Kevin Humphrey's system is not elaborate and he says it has a 
reasonably short payoff. The Arkansas State University researcher Humphrey sees real potential 
for ranchers with oil seed crops, waste oil or tallow to produce their own biodiesel. They could 
do it individually or as a group, pooling their resources to create a small biodiesel system, he 
says. 
 http://beefproducer.com/story-ranch-based-biodiesel-production-might-pay-off-14-96786 
 
Delta Citizens Alliance and their partners have organized a day-long forum to provide Delta 
farmers, community-based organizations, community leaders, and residents insight into the 
development and utilization of green strategies, products, practices, policies, and renewable 
energy sources that support the achievement of long-term economic goals of the region for the 
creation of green jobs and increases in workforce productivity. The event is scheduled for June 
28, 2013 at East Arkansas Community College’s Fine Arts Center in Forrest City, Arkansas. For 
more information and event registration, visit: Delta Green Community Forum: Visions of 
Green Jobs and Renewable Energy in Arkansas.  
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Florida 
 
A bill repealing Florida’s Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) was signed into law Friday [May 3] 
by Gov. Rick Scott to the disappointment of many ethanol and other biofuel supporters. 
http://domesticfuel.com/2013/06/03/ethanol-supporters-disappointed-in-florida-bill/ 
The owner of Lee County-based Algenol revealed that he is scrapping plans to build a nearly 
$500-million ethanol production plant in Florida. Algenol CEO Paul Woods says he blames 
Governor Rick Scott for his decision. 
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/22574373/algenol-governor-rick-scott-algae-ethanol-lee-
county#.Ubsmf8u9KSM 
 
The 7th annual Algae Biomass Summit will take place September 30 - October 3, 2013 at the 
Hilton Orlando in Orlando, Florida. This dynamic event unites industry professionals from all 
sectors of the world’s algae utilization industries including, but not limited to, financing, algal 
ecology, genetic systems, carbon partitioning, engineering & analysis, biofuels, animal feeds, 
fertilizers, bioplastics, supplements and foods. 
http://www.algaebiomasssummit.org/ema/DisplayPage.aspx?pageId=Algae_Biomass_Summit 
 
Georgia 
 
Georgia Power added 53.5 MW of new biomass capacity through a 20-year power purchase 
agreement with Rollcast Energy Inc., according to Electric Light & Power magazine. Georgia 
Power will receive all generation output from the newly completed Piedmont Green Power plant, 
located in Barnesville, Georgia. The biomass power plant, which began commercial operation on 
April 19 after two years of construction, will provide enough electricity to power more than 
35,000 homes.  
http://www.elp.com/articles/2013/05/georgia-power-adds-53-mw-of-biomass-capacity-from-
piedmont-green.html 
 
Kentucky 
 
Surface mining left its mark on the Appalachian landscape through much of the 20th century, as 
large swaths of native forest were replaced with sparse, scrubby grassland. But University of 
Kentucky forestry professor Chris Barton sees in the compacted soil of old strip mines the 
possibility of using former surface mine land for short-rotation forestry—in order to produce 
fuel…Barton is the founder of Green Forests Work, a nonprofit spin-off of the Appalachian 
Regional Reforestation Initiative that seeks to reforest lands scarred by mining with native 
trees—all the while helping to rebuild struggling local economies. 
http://www.yesmagazine.org/new-economy/could-biofuels-mean-a-new-deal-for-appalachia-s-
forests  
 
The Kentucky Renewable Energy Consortium has ceased operation. Consisting of more than 600 
KREC members and 60 organizations, the Consortium was formed in 2005 by a federal direct 
appropriation to benefit the citizens of the Commonwealth by creating a unified statewide 
network to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency in Kentucky. From the outset of the 
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program, KREC worked to advance energy efficiency and comprehensive research of importance 
to Kentucky’s agriculture, rural communities and related industries, and awarded more than $2 
million to 14 researchers at the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky. 
Throughout its seven-year history, the consortium encouraged researchers, industry leaders, 
agriculture representatives and policymakers to collaborate on renewable and sustainable energy 
solutions. Funding that supported KREC ended in 2012 and the Consortium has concluded all of 
its program activities. Resources and publications developed through KREC will remain 
available on the KPPC website, including The Compendium and the 25x'25 Roadmap for Kentucky. 
 
Louisiana 
 
German Pellets is further expanding its production capacities in North America. In Urania, a 
town in northern Louisiana, German Pellets will soon begin construction work on a new pellet 
production facility. The output will be about 1 million tons of wood pellets per year. Urania will 
be the German Pellets Group’s second North American site.  
http://www.german-pellets.de/en/news/news-detail/article/german-pellets-baut-zweites-
pelletwerk-in-den-usa.html  
 
The Biodiesel Education and Engagement Program (BEEP) is an exciting collaboration between 
the Greater Baton Rouge Clean Cities Coalition (GBRCCC), the LSU College of Engineering, 
and Albemarle. The mission of the program is to educate local high school students on the 
current economic and environmental challenges created by our nation’s dependence on 
petroleum imports and the potential of alternative fuels like biodiesel to help address those 
challenges. 
http://gbrccc.org/projects/  
 
During a call to discuss its first quarter financial results, Syntroleum Corp. announced that 
Dynamic Fuels LLC’s renewable diesel plant in Geismar, La., is expected to resume operations 
in July. 
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/9103/dynamic-fuels-renewable-diesel-refinery-to-
restart-in-july 
 
Mississippi 
 
The 12th Annual Southern BioProducts and Renewable Energy Conference, hosted by the 
Mississippi Biomass and Renewable Energy Council, will be held September 17-18 at Harrah's 
in Tunica, Mississippi. This year's conference theme is Sustainability: A Driver for Regional 
Business and Economic Growth, and features a host of benefits for the attendees.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are available for companies and organizations to support this important 
conference. To find out more, contact Lydia Allison. 
 
The growth of wood pellet manufacturing means a big opportunity for the Port of Pascagoula. 
Plans are in the works for a $30 million port improvement to accommodate future wood pellet 
exports. 
http://www.wlox.com/story/21874401/port-of-pascagoula-plans-wood-pellet-export-facility 
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Missouri 
 
Macon has resumed ethanol and Dakota Gold distillers grain production and has now added 
Voilà™ corn oil to its product mix. The 45 million-gallon-per-year ethanol plant suspended 
operations on Feb. 1 due primarily to a lack of available corn from last year’s drought. During 
the down time, the plant began work on approximately $14 million in upgrades. 
http://poet.com/pr/poet-macon-resumes-production  
 
A St. Louis-based rental car company has announced a $2 million gift to the University of 
Missouri. The donation from Enterprise Holdings Foundation, the philanthropic arm of St. 
Louis-based Enterprise car-rental company, will fund research related to biofuels, biomass and 
energy efficiency. 
http://www.kansascity.com/2013/04/28/4207062/mu-gets-2-million-grant-for-sustainability.html 
 
The U.S. DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory is partnering with Cobalt Technologies, 
U.S. Navy, and Show Me Energy Cooperative to demonstrate that jet fuel can be made 
economically and in large quantities from a renewable biomass feedstock such as switch grass. 
It’s one of four biorefinery projects funded recently by the Energy Department as part of the 
Administration’s efforts to support renewable biofuels as a domestic alternative to power 
military and civilian aircraft and vehicles. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9074/nrel-navy-private-industry-team-to-make-
biobased-jet#sthash.NQU6yKUN.dpuf   
 
North Carolina 
 
The 2013 Making Energy Work Conference, scheduled for September 19-20 in Raleigh, offers 
unprecedented access to the latest information, solutions and technologies fueling the success of 
North Carolina's renewable energy and energy efficiency businesses. Join hundreds of state, 
national and international clean energy leaders and embrace the chance to inspire strategies for 
continued growth. Learn how you can help move North Carolina from a policy-driven market to 
a market-driven clean energy economy generating opportunities for further prosperity in North 
Carolina, the Southeast and the nation. 
http://energync.org/feature/2013-making-energy-work-conference-september-19-20  
 
Registration is open for the North Carolina Exports Wood Conference on November 13-15, 2013 
in New Bern, NC. Please register for the conference here: www.ncexportswood.com/register.  
The conference will take place at the New Bern Riverfront Convention Center with a full day 
pre-conference tour at the Morehead City Port. All of the details of the conference agenda and 
speakers, lodging information, tour agenda and more can be found on the website. Please visit: 
www.ncexportswood.com 
 
A six-year-old effort to produce more biofuels in North Carolina appears to be in serious 
jeopardy. The new N.C. House budget proposal disclosed Sunday night [June 9] takes dead aim 
at the North Carolina Biofuels Center. The Senate did so in an earlier budget. The money 
involved represents half the Center's funding. The House budget document calls for a wiping out 
of the $2.063 million state appropriation that helps fund the Center, which is located in Oxford. 
A Senate budget proposal also calls for the line-item erasure. According to the Biofuels Center, it 
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received $2.063 million for the 2011-2012 fiscal year from the state. The rest of its funding – 
some $2.24 million – came from a settlement related to the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
http://wraltechwire.com/n-c-biofuels-center-in-bull-s-eye-of-state-budget-cutters/12535761/  
 
The Biofuels Center of North Carolina has completed its statewide woody biomass assessment—
the first report of its kind. The Center coordinated with Raleigh-based Gelbert, Fullbright & 
Randolph (GFR) Forestry Consultants and the state’s seven economic development regions in 
2011 to undertake the now-complete, three-part analysis of the state’s wood resources as 
foundation for large biofuels production. 
http://www.biofuelscenter.org/press-media/updates/564-north-carolina-s-growing-strengths-the-
biofuels-center-s-statewide-woody-biomass-project  
 
Fulcrum BioEnergy, Inc. announced today [May 28] that it has successfully demonstrated the 
conversion of municipal solid waste (“MSW”) – household garbage – into jet and diesel fuels. 
This demonstrated process adds fuel diversity to Fulcrum’s products and complements its 
previously demonstrated MSW to ethanol process. Fulcrum’s ability to produce drop-in fuels 
from MSW opens up an 80 billion gallon per year fuel market and expands its customer base for 
its national development program…Fulcrum’s fully-integrated processes for converting MSW to 
jet fuel, diesel and ethanol have been proven and demonstrated at Fulcrum’s demonstration 
facility located in Durham, North Carolina. 
http://www.fulcrum-bioenergy.com/documents/2013-05-28JetFuelDemonstration-
DODGrantFINAL.pdf  
 
A proposed lease approved Tuesday [June 4] will allow construction of a $35 million wood-
pellet storage and shipping facility at the state port in Wilmington. Maryland-based Enviva 
Holdings is expected to build and operate the biomass fuel export facility to ship as much as 1 
million metric tons of pellets a year from forests in southeastern North Carolina, starting in 
January 2015. 
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/06/04/2939136/nc-council-of-state-approves-
wood.html#storylink=cpy  
 
Sitting in his office Tuesday morning [May21], Surry County Public Works Director Dennis 
Bledsoe smiled. “We're online,” he said succinctly. While still in the testing and “tweaking” 
phase, and with a planned ribbon-cutting ceremony still a couple of months away, Bledsoe 
nevertheless noted that a project to convert naturally-produced methane at the landfill to usable 
energy has become a reality.  
http://www.mtairynews.com/view/full_story/22663516/article-Landfill-methane-project-
becoming-a-reality 
 
Oklahoma 
 
Governor Mary Fallin announced the third annual Governor’s Energy Conference will be Oct. 9 
at the Tulsa Convention Center. The conference annually brings together top policy makers, 
energy industry executives and other stakeholders from all across the energy industry. This year, 
the Governor’s Energy Conference will focus on the issues of workforce development and 
research in the energy industry. 
http://www.southerngovernors.org/articleview.aspx?articleid=9759 
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OSU researcher Gerald Schoenknecht and his team recently completed genome sequencing for 
an algae that thrives inside active volcanoes. The researchers hope to use their findings to help 
make tough algae for use in manufacturing biofuels. 
http://newsok.com/mighty-algae-could-lead-to-biofuels-breakthrough/article/3808160 
 
Researchers from Oklahoma State University and Southern Nazarene University are looking for 
a new way to enrich biofuel. OSU chemistry professor Jimmie Weaver and Southern Nazarene 
professor Lisa Crow will be investigating a method for using sunlight to enrich the energy 
content of biofuel. Weaver and Crow will conduct the research over the summer at OSU's 
chemistry department. The project is being funded by a National Science Foundation grant that is 
provided through the Oklahoma Experimental Project to Stimulate Competitive Research. 
http://newsok.com/osu-snu-researchers-look-to-use-sunlight-to-enrich-biofuel/article/3810136 
 
In Oklahoma, researchers at Oklahoma State University have published the first analysis of a 
genome of rumen fungus, organisms that reside in the gut of ruminant animals and are 
remarkably efficient at digesting plant biomass. The team’s genomic and experimental analyses 
indicate the fungus efficiently degrades a wide range of non-crop plant materials, such as 
switchgrass, corn stover, sorghum and energy cane. The extent of plant biomass degradation has 
rarely been observed in other microorganisms. 
http://www.biofuelsdigest.com/bdigest/2013/06/10/oklahoma-researchers-find-promising-
cellulosic-biofuels-genes-in-rumen-fungus/ 
 
South Carolina 
 
On July 11, officials from two South Carolina-based biomass firms, Arborgen and Encompass 
Biotech, will join representatives from Santee Cooper and SCRA for a panel discussion on 
biomass. The panel discussion is part of the 2013 SC Clean Energy Summit, taking place July 
11, 2013, in Columbia. Clean energy–related companies, service providers, investors, and 
entrepreneurs, along with representatives of government and academia, will gather at the summit 
to explore a variety of clean energy topics. Online registration and more details about the summit 
are available at http://bit.ly/ZSdujk .  
 
Tennessee 
 
Researchers with the BioEnergy Science Center led by Oak Ridge National Laboratory have 
charted 500 scientific publications in peer-reviewed journals in the center's five and half years of 
operation. Among the reported discoveries toward inexpensive and reliable production of 
cellulosic ethanol are new approaches for engineering non-food crops for biofuel production, 
reengineering of microbes to produce advanced biofuels such as "green" precursors from 
biomass, and the development of methods to grow non-food biofuel crops on marginal lands so 
as not to compete with food production.  
http://www.ornl.gov/info/features/get_feature.cfm?FeatureNumber=f20130517-00  
 
Two significant, statewide energy programs—the Tennessee Energy Education Initiative and the 
Qualified Energy Conservation Bond Program—launched Monday [April 22] during a 
Tennessee Renewable Energy and Economic Development Council (TREEDC) event in Jackson, 
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Tenn. Both programs are designed to help Tennessee organizations of all types become more 
energy efficient and increase the use of renewable energy to improve their competitiveness, drive 
economic growth, and reduce environmental impacts. 
http://tnenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/TEEI_QECB-Programs1.pdf  
 
 
Texas 
 
The Sorghum Checkoff in collaboration with the NCERC at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville (formerly the National Corn-to-Ethanol Research Center) is pleased to announce a 
successful bench-scale evaluation of sweet sorghum juice sugars with corn mash for the 
production of fuel ethanol. This study expands upon a commercial-scale trial that was conducted 
in Hopkinsville, Ky., in late 2012 by Commonwealth Agri-Energy LLC, Delta BioRenewables 
LLC, Ceres Inc. and the Sorghum Checkoff. 
http://sorghumcheckoff.com/press-releases/study-shows-benefits-from-integration-of-sweet-
sorghum-juice-in-corn-mash-for-ethanol-production/  
 
The U.S. Army and Lockheed Martin officials commissioned the first U.S. Department of 
Defense (DoD) grid-tied microgrid integrating both renewable resources and energy storage 
during a ribbon cutting ceremony at Fort Bliss, Texas. The project was funded by the DoD's 
Environmental Security Technology Certification Program. 
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/news/press-releases/2013/may/mfc-051613-us-armyand-
LM.html 
 
Virginia 
 
In Hampton Roads, a jet engine may be the sound of freedom, but the contrail it leaves behind is 
nothing to salute. The cloud-like contrail is composed of ice crystals, soot, sulfur and other 
harmful elements that riddle the emissions of jet engines and are potentially harmful to people 
and the environment.  But NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton has just finished up 
weeks of testing a renewable alternative flower-based biofuel for jet engines that could one day 
lead to cleaner skies by reducing the amount of carbon-based fuels used to power aircraft. 
http://articles.dailypress.com/2013-04-29/news/dp-nws-nasa-jet-biofuel-20130429_1_jet-
engines-biofuel-fuel-oil 
 
West Virginia 
 
In the depths of coal country, one would not expect to find a growing diversified energy 
economy that includes a healthy mix of renewables. But in Williamson, WV, Sustainable 
Williamson is bullish on making a change, and hopes to inspire other communities throughout 
central Appalachia, coal country and the nation. 
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2013/04/renewable-energy-
optimization-in-the-heart-of-coal-country 
 
The state Economic Development Authority showed support for Entsorga West Virginia 
Thursday, which helps the Berkeley County solid waste facility continue operations of its 
project, the group's executive director said. David Warner said the bond inducement resolution 
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EDA board members approved at its monthly meeting Thursday would cover the money 
Entsorga spends now – on legal and engineering work to secure permits – and the company 
would pay it off later. 
http://www.wvgazette.com/Business/201305160140 
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