
Southern Bioenergy Network News 
 
Welcome to the January 2014 edition of the Southern Bioenergy Network (SBN) News.  The SBN News is 
a bi-monthly collection of news items, reports, agency actions, industry announcements and other 
issues focused on bioenergy market development, industry growth and the utilization of biomass 
resources.  With this tool, we aim to keep SBN partners informed of the most recent events and issues 
that impact bioenergy in the region. 
 
As you may recall, the Southern Bioenergy Network is a collection of leaders representing state and 
regional renewable and bioenergy-advocacy organizations.  Originally, the SBN was convened as a 
collaboration of partners of the Southeast Agriculture and Forest Energy Resources (SAFER) Alliance and 
the 25x’25 Alliance for the purpose of bringing together leaders of the region’s bioenergy networks. 
 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter or other SBN-related correspondence, please feel free to 
send an email to me at bbailey@25x25.org and I will remove you from the mailing list.  Otherwise, I 
hope that you will continue to actively support bioenergy research, development and commercial 
deployment in the Southern region.   
 
As a reminder, the 25x'25 Alliance and SAFER have forged an agreement which resulted in 25x'25 
assuming the role of administrative and fiscal manager of SAFER.  Previously the North Carolina-based 
Southern Growth Policies Board (SGPB) had been supporting the SAFER Alliance.  Prior to the transition, 
SGPB staff completed a Bioeconomy Case Study of the Austin (TX) Clean Energy Incubator.  Please find 
more info about the case study below: 
 
SAFER Bioeconomy Case Study Series: Austin Clean Energy Incubator 
Austin, Texas, has had many nicknames and slogans.  Mayor Lee Leffingwell added to the list by 
declaring Austin to be the “Clean Energy Capital of the World.”  Among the strengths that help support 
this claim is the Austin Clean Energy Incubator (CEI).  CEI is one of four incubators that make up the 
Austin Technology Incubator program.  The incubators guide early stage technology companies towards 
commercial success by broadening their connections and networks, while helping them develop solid 
business plans, further their product development, access management talent, and raise capital.  To 
download and view the case study, click here. 
 
As we move forward into 2014, SAFER and 25x’25 look forward to providing you with timely 
information, collaboration opportunities and analysis on state and federal policy impacts on commercial 
bioenergy project development.  Please visit our websites and feel free to offer suggestion on ways to 
improve and streamline our outreach. 
 
Our highest priority for the next few weeks will be to mobilize our partners to weigh in with the Obama 
administration on the need to reverse EPA’s proposal to scale back the 2014 RFS levels of renewable 
fuels to be blended into gasoline and diesel.  Contrary to what biofuel opponents are advancing, this is 
not just a one year scaling back in biofuel use.  With downward trending projections in future motor 
gasoline use, buying into the E10 blend wall, as EPA has done, will result in an ongoing annual 
contraction in biofuel use and stymie the growth of 2nd and 3rd generation biofuels production in the 
region. The 60-day comment period will close Jan. 28.  For more information on how to submit 
comments go to  http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2013-0479-0037.  
 

http://www.saferalliance.net/
http://www.25x25.org/
mailto:bbailey@25x25.org
http://saferalliance1.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/tx_casestudy.pdf
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2013-0479-0037


We also continue to monitor activities surrounding the negotiations of a new multi-year farm bill.  
Sources tell us that they expect the new bill will reauthorize most Energy Title programs and will include 
mandatory funding for most programs. 
 
Over the coming weeks many state legislatures will be reconvening.  We must be prepared to support 
and defend key state policy mechanisms that have been put in place to expand renewable energy 
(including bioenergy) development. 
 
I hope that you will find the following items useful and informative in your bimonthly SBN News update: 
 
International 
 
U.K. energy secretary Ed Davey has officially opened the country’s largest renewable electricity 
generator at Drax, the U.K.'s largest power station.  The facility will receive, store and distribute 
sustainable biomass to support the plant's first converted biomass electricity generation unit.  It cost 
Drax $1.14bn to convert three of its six coal-fired power generating units to burn biomass.  The first has 
been running successfully on sustainable biomass since the beginning of April, with the second 
scheduled to come online next year and the third in 2016.  
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2013/12/uks-largest-power-plant-opens-
biomass-facility?cmpid=WNL-Wednesday-December11-2013  
 
National 
 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration has updated its state energy profiles and added new 
analytical narratives on the energy sectors of each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia and five U.S. 
territories. The narratives feature a new section on renewable energy that provide details on each 
state’s renewable resources and how those resources are being developed.  A mapping tool provides 
information on local biomass resources, wood resources and the location and capacity of existing 
biomass power plants. Similar map data is available for other renewable and fossil-based energy 
resources. http://ethanolproducer.com/articles/10591/eia-updates-state-profiles-adds-data-on-
renewables  
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus, D-Mont., has released a discussion draft of legislation 
that aims to overhaul U.S. energy tax incentives by creating technology-neutral incentives for clean 
electricity and clean transportation fuels.  A short summary of the proposal, a discussion draft, and a 
draft in legislative language are available on the Finance Committee website. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9832/sen-baucus-releases-proposal-to-overhaul-energy-
tax-incentives 
 
Visit the EPA AgSTAR partnership website to check out the updated map of operating anaerobic digester 
projects (http://www.epa.gov/agstar/projects/index.html).  It is estimate that more than 220 facilities 
are currently operating with livestock manure as feedstocks.  AgSTAR will also soon be compiling the 
tally of renewable energy generated and greenhouse gas emissions reduced in 2013. 
 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announced the U.S. 
Departments of Agriculture (USDA) and Navy's joint "Farm-to-Fleet" venture will now make biofuel 
blends part of regular, operational fuel purchase and use by the military. The announcement 
incorporates the acquisition of biofuel blends into regular Department of Defense (DOD) domestic 
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solicitations for jet engine and marine diesel fuels.  
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdamediafb?contentid=2013/12/0237.xml&printable=true&contenti
donly=true  
 
The Obama administration issued an executive order re-establishing one of the proclamations from the 
climate change plans it issued this summer: significantly boosting the U.S. federal government's support 
of renewable energy to supply 20 percent of its energy consumption by 2020.  The order maintains the 
definitions of "renewable energy" as those laid out in Executive Order 13514 circa 2009: solar, wind, 
biomass, landfill gas, ocean (tidal, wave, current, and thermal), geothermal, municipal solid waste, and 
new hydroelectric generation capacity from existing projects (increasing their efficiency or adding more 
capacity).  http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2013/12/us-government-
recommits-to-renewable-energy-ramp-up?cmpid=WNL-Friday-December6-2013  
 
On November 15, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed for public comment the levels of 
renewable fuels to be blended into gasoline and diesel as required by Congress under the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007.  The proposal seeks comment on a range of total renewable 
fuel volumes for 2014 and proposes a level within that range of 15.21 billion gallons. Specifically, EPA is 
seeking comment on the following proposed volumes: 

 Cellulosic biofuel 17 mill gal 8-30 million gallons 
Biomass-based diesel 1.28 bill gal 1.28 billion gallons 
Advanced biofuel 2.20 bill gal 2.0-2.51 billion gallons 
Renewable fuel 15.21 bill gal 15.00-15.52 billion gallons 
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/renewablefuels/regulations.htm  

The 60-day comment period will close Jan. 28.  For more information on how to submit comments go to:  
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2013-0479-0037 
 
An Energy Department official touted advances in bioenergy technologies recently.  Of all the new 
energy technologies that have received financing support from the Department of Energy in the past 10 
years, bioenergy has performed the best, Patricia Dehmer, acting head of the agency's Office of Science, 
said in a speech at the University of Chicago. "I think some of the things in bioenergy have definitely 
made a difference -- in the designer microbes and the cellulosic biofuels -- although they have not made 
a big impact in the economy yet," Dehmer said. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2013/11/06/does-most-promising-new-tech-bioenergy/ 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced it has awarded nearly $10 million to a 
consortium of academic, industry and government organizations led by Colorado State University (CSU) 
and their partners to research using insect-killed trees in the Rockies as a sustainable feedstock for 
bioenergy.  CSU researchers, together with other scientists from universities, government and private 
industry in the region, created the Bioenergy Alliance Network of the Rockies (BANR) to address 
transport, conversion, social and policy challenges.  Specifically, the team will explore recent advances in 
scalable thermochemical conversion technologies, which enable the production of advanced liquid 
biofuel and co-products on-site. The project is working with Cool Planet Energy Systems.  More 
information is available on the project website at banr.colostate.edu. 
 
Slides have been posted from the October 24th “Using the New Bioenergy KDF for Data Discovery and 
Research” webinar. Please visit the following site to view these slides and to find additional information 
about the demonstration: http://www1.eere.energy.gov/bioenergy/webinars.html. A link to the full 
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demo will be posted soon.  To explore the Bioenergy Knowledge Discovery Framework, please visit the 
KDF here: https://www.bioenergykdf.net/.  
 
Regional 
 
The U.S. Departments of Agriculture (USDA) and Energy (DOE) announced $8 million in research grants 
to develop non-food feedstocks that can be used for bioenergy.  The USDA and DOE projects are 
designed to improve biomass to be grown for biofuels-including selected trees and grasses-by increasing 
their yield, quality and ability to adapt to extreme environments.  Over $3.8 million in grants were 
awarded to three universities in the region: Univ. of FL; Univ. of GA; Univ. of NC. Project descriptions can 
be found online at: http://genomicscience.energy.gov/research/DOEUSDA/#page=news. 
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/99981b 
 
A new study by three major Southern universities was released by National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
and the Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC).  “Forestry Bioenergy in the Southeast United States: 
Implications for Wildlife Habitat and Biodiversity” examines the potential wildlife and biodiversity 
impacts of the growth and expansion of the woody biomass energy industry and points to policy 
measures that may minimize impacts.  http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-
Center/Reports/Archive/2013/12-05-13-Forestry-Bioenergy-in-the-Southeast.aspx  
 
The Southern Forest Futures Project is a multi-year research effort to forecast changes in southern 
forests between 2010 and 2060 under various scenarios.  The report is based on concerns that the USDA 
Forest Service identified in public meetings held throughout the 13 Southern States.  The 10 key findings 
of the report are found here:  http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/futures/summary-report/  
 
Developments in the Integrated Biomass Supply Systems biofuels research arena are beginning to bear 
fruit and an online technology known as "eXtension" is decreasing the time it takes to share the 
research with potential users.  IBSS articles will be posted and shared on the Wood Energy and Farm 

Energy Communities of Practice on the national website http://eXtension.org.  
 
In November, the Energy Department awarded nearly $4 million to 13 states to increase statewide 
energy savings and boost the energy efficiency of public institutions, local governments, and industrial 
sectors through energy efficiency programs and the implementation of CHP technologies.  The southern 
states receiving awards include Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi and Texas.  In addition, Arkansas and 
Mississippi received grants to establish necessary policy and program frameworks to encourage cost-
effective energy efficiency investments and establish or increase statewide energy-savings goals.   
http://energy.gov/articles/thirteen-states-receive-energy-department-awards-drive-greater-energy-
efficiency-save-money 
 
The University of Maryland’s Department of Geological Sciences is hosting an interactive map illustrating 
global forest lost and forest gains from 2000-2012.  The Southeast region is shown to have both forest 
lost and gain – highlighting reforestation after harvest.  The map also captures the trail of destruction 
from the April 27 2011 Tuscaloosa-Birmingham tornado. This was one of 358 recorded tornadoes during 
the April 25-28, 2011 tornado outbreak, the most severe in US history.  You can zoom out to spot tracks 
from other tornadoes nearby.  http://earthenginepartners.appspot.com/science-2013-global-forest 
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State News 
 
Arkansas 
 
Arkansas Business follows up the October 29 launch of Farm to Fuel in DeWitt with a report this week on 
the project's implications for the Delta region.  
http://www.arkansasbusiness.com/article/95803/refinery-seeks-to-jump-start-jobs-in-delta  
 
Florida 
 
The University of Central Florida (UCF) has been awarded $3.2 million to lead one of 4 national consortia 
to develop distributed technologies, to increase engineering capacity and to prepare for a national shift 
from traditional sources of electricity to renewables.  The consortia consists of 8 universities, 8 utility 
companies, 8 industry partners and 2 national labs – most of which are located in the Southeast.   
http://www.businesswire.com/multimedia/home/20131107006394/en/ 
 
Georgia 
 
A year-old program weaning Smyrna off of diesel is seeing success but needs the help of residents.  
Smyrna began converting cooking oil into biodiesel for its truck fleet last year. A city-operated 1,200-
square foot biodiesel plant supplies fuel for the city’s F-450 and F-550 pickup trucks, used by the water 
and sewer departments and for trash pickup.  The program saves about $1.20 per gallon on the cost of 
diesel, which was about $3.80 recently.  The city can make a gallon of fuel from cooking oil for about $2. 
Read more: The Marietta Daily Journal - Smyrna finds success with biodiesel but needs a hand with 
supply 
 
LanzaTech and Concord Blue USA have entered into an agreement to integrate their individually proven 
technologies to demonstrate the production of fuels and chemicals from waste materials. LanzaTech will 
install a Concord Blue Reformer at its Freedom Pines facility in Soperton, GA to convert waste biomass 
from regional forestry operations into syngas. The syngas will be converted by LanzaTech’s proprietary 
gas fermentation process into a range of biofuels and chemicals. 
http://www.npnweb.com/ME2/dirmod.asp?sid=901D2CC3506F4C1187DF5BE4A8A2C0FF&nm=&type=n
ews&mod=News&mid=9A02E3B96F2A415ABC72CB5F516B4C10&tier=3&nid=99C0E4BADC2549198AA9
EC20B013FDA9  
 
Kentucky 
 
Looking at the tiny vial of golden soybean oil on his desk reminds Shannon McCarty that technical 
education must keep up with technology. In this case, it means the diesel mechanics course he teaches 
at Ashland Community and Technical College has to keep abreast of green technologies, namely 
biodiesel fuels, on which modern engines increasingly rely. 
http://www.dailyindependent.com/local/x1050749342/Students-at-ACTC-study-the-power-of-soy  
 
Mississippi 
 
The Port of Pascagoula in Jackson County, Miss., is one step closer to beginning work on a wood pellet 
export facility for the planned Green Circle Bio Energy Inc. pellet plant. County supervisors authorized a 
bond issue for up to $24 million for construction of the export facility. 
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http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9812/bonds-authorized-to-finance-mississippi-pellet-port-
improvements  
 
Mississippi was named the most improved state in the seventh annual edition of the State Energy 
Efficiency Scorecard released by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE).  Last 
year Mississippi passed comprehensive energy legislation that included energy efficiency as a major 
component. The bill included provisions setting an energy code for commercial and state-owned 
buildings. Mississippi is now set to become a regional leader in energy efficiency.  The full report is 
available online at http://aceee.org/state-policy/scorecard.   
 
KiOR Inc. has published its third quarter financial results, reporting increased production at its 
Columbus, Miss., plant. During the quarter, KiOR produced 324,000 gallons of cellulosic fuel, up 
approximately 150 percent from the previous quarter. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9652/kior-reports-increased-production-in-q3-results 
 
The National Governors Association announced the selection of four states—Arizona, Minnesota, 
Mississippi and Puerto Rico—to participate in a Policy Academy on Targeting Clean Energy for Economic 
Development. The objective of this initiative is to assist states in aligning economic development and 
energy strategies that foster growth in clean energy industries.  http://www.nga.org/cms/home/news-
room/news-releases/2013-news-releases/col2-content/states-to-focus-on-economic-deve.html  
 
Missouri 
 
Pellets have taken a backseat in the Midwest where crops and grasses, not trees, dominate the 
landscape. Biomass energy efforts there have been much more focused on the production of liquid 
renewable fuels, following a model of baled feedstock supply procured from a cost-effective radius 
around the plant. Two Missouri companies are looking to pelletize crop residues and energy crops, 
targeting very different markets and following divergent business models. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9777/crop-based-pellets-for-power-fuel-and-ag-heat  
 
North Carolina 
 
Governor Pat McCrory and North Carolina Commerce Secretary Sharon Decker announced that 
Biochemtex will be locating its new cellulosic biofuels production operations in Sampson County. The 
company and its partners plan to create 65 new jobs and invest approximately $200 million over the 
next three years.  This new plant will produce 20 million gallons per year of cellulosic biofuel from locally 
grown energy crops, agricultural residues, and woody biomass.  
http://www.southerngovernors.org/articleview.aspx?articleid=10599 
 
Duke Energy Carolinas' is rolling out a new program that will offer renewable energy to large customers.   
Until now, Duke Energy's alternative-energy credentials have been earned chiefly by its commercial 
business, Duke Energy Renewables. That unit operates mostly outside the regulated Duke's six-state 
territory and owns 100 megawatts of solar for commercial customers and is one of the nation's largest 
wind developers at 1,600 megawatts.  For a premium, the new program will connect North Carolina data 
centers, manufacturers and other high-demand customers with new renewable energy supplied by Duke 
or independent developers. http://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/blog/power_city/2013/11/duke-
energy-proposes-green-energy.html  
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Revolution Energy Solutions (RES), a pioneer in waste-to-energy projects that generate renewable 
electricity, announced the ribbon-cutting ceremony for its inaugural North Carolina anaerobic digestion 
project, NC-1, one of the largest and most progressive farm-based biogas projects in the state to date. 
The nexus of energy, agriculture and the environment, NC-1 marks the beginning of a new era in 
renewable energy production, rural economic development, community-wide environmental benefits 
and swine industry waste enhancements for North Carolina.   
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20131106006368/en/CORRECTING-REPLACING-RES-Host-
Ribbon-Cutting-Large-Scale-Renewable 
 
South Carolina 
 
EDF Renewable Energy and Santee Cooper dedicated the Pinelands Biomass project which consists of 
two nominal 17.8 megawatt (MW) generating facilities located in Allendale and Dorchester Counties in 
South Carolina. The Dorchester facility achieved commercial operation on November 1; Allendale 
followed on November 19.  The two projects interconnect to Santee Cooper's transmission system 
adjacent to the sites with the generated renewable energy contracted to the utility under 30-year Power 
Purchase Agreements. http://www.businesswire.com/multimedia/home/20131121005874/en/  
 
Tennessee 
 
The first commercial collaboration between PHG Energy of Nashville, Tenn., and GE Power & Water 
business of the General Electric Co. is officially online and creating electricity from waste materials at a 
new Covington, Tenn., facility.  GE’s Clean Cycle generator, based on the Organic Rankine Cycle 
technology, produces power by utilizing heat delivered through PHGE’s downdraft gasification system 
and waste-mixing process 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9842/phg-enegy-ge-convert-waste-to-energy-in-tennessee  
 
In 2009, The U.S. Department of Energy awarded nearly $5 million to Genera Energy Inc. and the 
University of Tennessee to research and develop economical systems for bulk-handling and processing 
of chopped switchgrass. That project is now complete. 
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9725/genera-university-of-tennessee-complete-supply-
chain-research  
 
Texas 
 
German Pellets’ facility in Woodville, Texas, has received ENplus certification. This certification confirms 
the high quality of product from the facility that only commenced its operations this summer. German 
Pellets thereby secures a high level of security of supply for its customers in Europe, with wood pellets 
of high caliber. http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9748/german-pellets-texas-facility-achieves-
enplus-certification  
 
Virginia 
 
The Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative biomass facility uses green resources to generate 49 
megawatts of electricity. That's enough to power 16,000 homes.  After years of working together behind 
the scenes, officials from NOVEC, the town of South Boston, and countless others, finally opened the 
doors to their new plant. http://www.ect.coop/power-supply/renewable-energy/virginia-co-op-
launches-biomass-plant/63486  
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West Virginia 
 
The West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Center at Marshall University has expanded its partnership 
with the West Virginia Division of Energy’s Office of Coalfield Community Development to explore the 
reuse and redevelopment potential of land that has been surface-mined. Biomass production is a 
possible application for this land.  http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/9750/grants-available-
for-biomass-energy-on-w-v-surfaced-mined-land  
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