
Southern Bioenergy Network News – December 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners: 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

Renewable Fuel Standard 

On November 30, the EPA announced its 2014, 2015 and 2016 RVOs for the RFS, including the 2017 RVO 

for biomass-based biodiesel.  The RFS, established by Congress, requires EPA to set annual volume 

requirements for four categories of biofuels. The final rule considered more than 670,000 public 

comments.  EPA finalized 2014 and 2015 standards at levels that reflect the actual amount of domestic 

biofuel used in those years, and standards for 2016 (and 2017 for biodiesel) that project growth in 

biofuels use.  The final renewable fuel volumes:              

 

2014 2015 2016 2017 
EPA Proposed 

for 2016 

EISA of 2007 

Mandatory Volumes 

Cellulosic biofuel (billion gallons) .033 .123 .230 n/a .206 4.25 

Biomass-based diesel (billion gallons) 1.63 1.73  1.90 2.00 1.80 1.0 

Advanced biofuel (billion gallons)  2.67 2.88 3.61 n/a 3.40 7.25 

Conventional biofuel (billion gallons) 13.61 14.05 14.50 n/a 14.00 15.0 

Total Renewable fuel (billion gallons) 16.28 16.93 18.11 n/a 17.40 22.25 

 

The volumes set in the Final Rule represent an increase over the Proposed Rule announced on June 10, 

2015.  However, the volumes in the Final Rule are still far below the standards set by Congress in the 

Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 Title II, Subtitle A, Section 202(a)(2)(B)(i).  EPA is 

projecting that the 2016 Total Renewable Fuel volume requirement reflects 10.10% of the total 

transportation fuels to be consumed in 2016. 

Reactions from biofuel trade associations, farm groups and commodity organizations were mixed.  

However, petroleum and refiners organizations were united in their disgust of the final rule.  It remains 

to be seen if lawsuits and litigation will now be the second act to this rule. 

Spending Bill and Tax Package Legislation Extends Biofuel, Bioenergy Tax Credits 

The Congress passed a sweeping $622 billion tax package and a $1.15 trillion omnibus spending 

measure.   H.R. 2029, which combined the Omnibus Appropriations bill and the Protecting Americans 

from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act into one bill, was signed by the President announced. 

The legislation renews a number of bioenergy tax credits that expired at the end of last year, making 

them retroactive back through 2015 and extending them through next year.  They include a $1-per-

gallon blender's tax credit for biodiesel and renewable diesel; a $1.01 tax credit for next-generation, 

cellulosic ethanol; and a 30-percent ITC for ethanol blender pumps and other alternative fueling 

http://www2.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-standard-program/final-renewable-fuel-standards-2014-2015-and-2016-and-biomass-based
http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-11/documents/rfs-2014-2015-2016-annual-rule-frm.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-06-10/pdf/2015-13956.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-110publ140/pdf/PLAW-110publ140.pdf
http://ethanolproducer.com/articles/12819/renewable-fuel-associations-express-mixed-reactions-to-final-rule
http://www.agri-pulse.com/EPA-sets-final-multiyear-RFS-figures-11302015.asp
http://www.agri-pulse.com/EPA-sets-final-multiyear-RFS-figures-11302015.asp
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20151214/121515.250_xml.pdf


infrastructure. An agri-biodiesel producer credit of 10 cents per gallon also would be extended through 

2016 under the bill. 

Other measures important to agriculture such as the Section 179 small business expensing allowance 

was made permanent, and the bonus depreciation provision was extended through 2019.  The utility-

scale wind and solar credit extensions were extend for five years with credit reductions that lead to a 

phase out of the tax credits. 

Take the DoE Bioenergy Quiz 

Check out the Bioenergy Technology Office’s bioenergy quiz. This interactive, user-friendly tool is a great 

way to explore new concepts and learn more about how bioenergy is produced and used, and how it 

can help our economy and the environment. Five engaging questions designed to challenge your current 

knowledge.  Find out just how much you know about this clean, renewable energy. 

Clean Power Plan 

As we have previously reported, many questions about how the CPP will account for systems that 

generate thermal energy and electricity from biomass. The following language in the final rule ( pp. 

64886-87) is problematic:  

“Given the importance of sustainable land management in achieving the carbon goals of the President’s 

Climate Action Plan, sustainably-derived agricultural and forest biomass feedstocks may also be 

acceptable as qualified biomass in a state plan, if the state-supplied analysis of proposed qualified 

feedstocks or feedstock categories can adequately demonstrate that such feedstocks or feedstock 

categories appropriately control increased od CO2 levels in the atmosphere and can adequately monitor 

and verify feedstock sources and related sustainability practices”. 

There is significant concern that additional “sustainability” standards and requirements could be thrust 

upon producers of dedicated energy crops and forestry feedstocks - either intentionally or inadvertently.  

Additional state and/or federal oversight is would be burdensome and ignore the multiple benefits that 

science-supported ag and forestry practices provide. 

Biomass and bioenergy can be an integral part of a state plan, but it is still unclear how EPA will account 

for emissions from the sources.  The CPP was finalized in August, but the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), 

the group tasked by EPA to understand the greenhouse gas lifecycle of a myriad of biomass feedstocks is 

still ongoing. 

In other moves, in a vote of 242-180, the U.S. House has voted to repeal the U.S. EPA’s Clean Power 

Plan, and through another vote of 235-188, to block EPA rules governing emissions from new power 

plants. President Obama has stated he plans to veto the measures.  Also, policy riders were NOT 

included in the year-end Omnibus Appropriations and Tax Extenders Package deal that would have 

stopped the CPP. 

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjAyLjUyMjAzMDIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIwMi41MjIwMzAyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMxOTMxJmVtYWlsaWQ9YmJhaWxleUAyNXgyNS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWJiYWlsZXlAMjV4MjUub3JnJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/maps/beto-quiz-interactive-content
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/12635/house-votes-to-block-clean-power-plan


website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 

International 

 The Global Renewable Fuels Alliance (GRFA) in cooperation with 2 Consultants Inc., released a new 
report “Green House Gas (GHG) Emission Reductions from World Biofuel Production and Use for 2015”. 
The report found that the reduction in global GHG emissions from global ethanol production and use is 
increasing. The total GHG emission reductions forecast for 2014 is 169 million tonnes CO2 equivalent. 

 The South Australia State Government released the first stage of a new report which highlights hotspot 
areas to further develop South Australia's bioenergy industry. Bioenergy Roadmap for South Australia. 

 “Carbon Savings with Transatlantic Trade in Pellets: Accounting for Market-Driven Effects” has found 
even after accounting for factors ranging from harvesting to transportation across the Atlantic Ocean, 
wood pellets still trump coal by a wide margin in carbon emissions savings. 

National 

 The Energy Information Agency says ethanol production hit a record 1 million barrels per day thanks to a 
huge corn harvest - the third highest on record - with ethanol refiners running full tilt while feedstock 
prices are cheap and DDGS demand remains high. 

 The DOE, EPA, and USDA jointly released the Biogas Opportunities Roadmap Progress Report, updating 
the federal government's progress to reduce methane emissions from farms, municipalities and others 
through biogas systems. 

 FutureMetrics has released a critical review of Climate Central's recent "Pulp Fiction" report.  Some 
claim the Climate Central report is a biased and inaccurate characterization of how the forest products 
sector operates and fails to properly describe the carbon benefits of using sustainably sourced biomass 
for energy.  

 The National Renewable Energy Laboratory has released its 2014 Data Book, showcasing increased use 
of renewable energy. According to the report, renewables accounted for approximately 11.1 percent of 
U.S. energy production in 2014. U.S. energy consumption reached 9.8 percent from renewables. 

 

http://www.saferalliance.net/
http://saferalliance1.wordpress.com/membership-2/current-members/
http://saferalliance1.wordpress.com/membership-2/
http://www.ethanolrfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/GRFA-Report-GHG-Emissions-Biofuels-2015.pdf
http://www.ethanolrfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/GRFA-Report-GHG-Emissions-Biofuels-2015.pdf
http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/investor-information/bio-energy-roadmap
http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/investor-information/bio-energy-roadmap
http://www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/files/a-bioenergy-roadmap-for-south-australia--report--version-1-appendix-a-removed.pdf
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/12612/export-of-wood-pellets-more-environmentally-friendly-than-coal
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CjaBwr0FpQr-0qWNx27qaZupOTAwtsquU48tSbrqGG-0q3w7gq7YsVlZZNJfsNz8eCWdPraorJl_yfdXY3Oiv7i92-qbH6k7c_hq3IkI5EXzvD73CIclTMIKOY4n7W9tRWoiZKFg0Bf9_-Jufdofpo-LndtSxH3lOrr_2KpshBA-vL-SLvBDj8-iATm-ZVouAPlqOoNdMGZp_PwH-gvK4IfvlSk5-D190HP6zy3Alf6yfrOeqncsqDH1pNsxI34bgdt8JUkfpyYRu6r5tGHtHCXbzRAy1Fhhhsd0onvWqp4sBWxQm3CPZw==&c=zW5FBAqyw4gdGEL3FyMH88VBnIfv2PGu1W0TsArcwe9WoQV4BaT2YQ==&ch=eljJmAd9hFA1mDNFky7FJN1_ji6iKMMd75Oy8D4QpkbzIf-e8bSsGg==
http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/Biogas-Roadmap-Progress-Report-v12.pdf
http://futuremetrics.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/A_critique_of_Climate_Central_Pulp_Fiction_series_by_FutureMetrics.pdf
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy16osti/64720.pdf


Regional 

 A new report commissioned by the USEFC, NAFO and USIPA, finds the U.S. export of industrial wood 
pellets to meet renewable energy goals in the European Union does NOT pose a threat to the 
sustainability of southern U.S. forests. Pellet exports represent 0.08% of the total forest inventory. 

 Please see the latest issue of the IBSS Newsletter.  Learn about IBSS feedstock data collection activities, 
speaking events and new research efforts. 

 Please see the Advanced Biofuels USA newsletter on the latest happenings on Capitol Hill, at the White 
House and in Federal Agencies.  And the Conference Calendar -- Advanced biofuels events around the 
world.   

In the States 

California 

The state has not taken full advantage of opportunities to increase its in-state production of biofuel, 

despite state policies that encourage biofuel consumption, according to a report by the Climate Change 

and Business Research Initiative at the UCLA and UC Berkeley law schools. 

Georgia 

USDA announced a conditional commitment for a $70 million loan guarantee through the Biorefinery 

Assistance Program to help build a cellulosic biorefinery in central Georgia.  Ensyn Georgia Biorefinery I, 

LLC (Ensyn) will construct and operate a cellulosic biofuel refinery in Dooly County.  The company will 

produce 20 million gallons of renewable fuel per year employing its Rapid Thermal Processing (RTP) 

technology to convert woody biomass into a renewable fuel oil (RFO) product. 

Kansas 

The Abengoa cellulosic ethanol facility in Hugoton has suspended operations due to the overall financial 

health of the company – not due to technology issues.  Hugoton facility began production in the summer 

of 2015 using ag residues to produce up to 25 MM gal/yr of ethanol.  Multinational company Abengoa is 

seeking bankruptcy protection and is shuttering other operational sites. 

Louisiana 

American BioCarbon, formerly known as NFR BioEnergy, will set up a facility to produce 200,000 tons 

per year of biomass pellets from 600,000 tons of the bagasse byproduct at the Cora Texas 

Manufacturing sugar mill in White Castle.  Europe is the likely destination for the pellets.  

North Carolina 

Companies are investing in new biofuel terminal infrastructure in Selma, NC.  Eco-Energy Distribution 

Services, in cooperation with Marathon Petroleum Company LP, will upgrade its terminal to receive, 

store and load biofuels for distribution to all area gasoline blending locations. 

Archer Daniels Midland Company also announced an agreement with Kinder Morgan, Inc. and Bailey 

Feed Mill to construct a new unit train rail facility and ethanol offloading system in Selma, NC. A new 

biofuels offloading facility and a pipeline to the tank farm are included in the project.  

http://nafoalliance.org/images/issues/pellets/Forest2Market_USSouthWoodSupplyTrends.pdf
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/12604/report-concludes-us-pellet-exports-no-threat-to-southern-forests
http://www.se-ibss.org/news-events/newsletters
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=fb4ee39d80edcc11a9e6efee5&id=75f282964a&e=6ebc1693e9
http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=fb4ee39d80edcc11a9e6efee5&id=b98d70e2d4&e=6ebc1693e9
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Planting-Fuels.pdf
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/12a2724
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjEwLjUyNTYzNzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxMC41MjU2Mzc3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTQyNjQ1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmJhaWxleUAyNXgyNS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWJiYWlsZXlAMjV4MjUub3JnJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-renewable-chemical-and-biobased-product-manufacturing-assistance
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjEwLjUyNTYzNzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxMC41MjU2Mzc3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTQyNjQ1JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmJhaWxleUAyNXgyNS5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWJiYWlsZXlAMjV4MjUub3JnJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/biorefinery-renewable-chemical-and-biobased-product-manufacturing-assistance
http://www.ensyn.com/
http://www.ensyn.com/technology/overview/
http://www.ensyn.com/technology/process-yield-product-quality/
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https://trademarks.justia.com/866/44/american-86644087.html
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https://www.businessreport.com/business/energy-firm-plans-convert-bagasse-biomass-can-burned-coal-fired-plants-without-pricey-retrofitting
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http://www.dtnprogressivefarmer.com/dtnag/common/link.do?symbolicName=/free/news/template1&forceNavUpdate=false&topic=DTN/Ag/RenewableFuels&vendorReference=cdc05037-93d5-4d44-a8c1-0863db6f1026__1446668768143


Events 

 

The Wood Bioenergy Conference & Expo has completed its lineup of keynote speakers for the event to 

be held April 5-6, 2016 at the Omni Hotel at CNN Center in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 

The event, which will be held for the fourth time, all at the Omni Hotel at CNN Center, is hosted by 

Wood Bioenergy magazine. It covers the wood pellet, biomass power generation, in-woods chipping and 

biomass procurement sectors. 

For more information and to register, go to http://bioenergyshow.com/.  

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Bioenergy 2016, an event of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Bioenergy Technologies 

Office, will take place at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, Washington, D.C. on July 12-13, 

2016.   

 

http://bioenergyshow.com/

