
Southern Bioenergy Network News – December 2014 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners, 

Happy Holidays and welcome to the December 2014 edition of the Southern Bioenergy Network News.  

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

Biomass Feedstock Survey – Producers Wanted 

The Mississippi State University Department of Agricultural Economics is reaching out to agricultural 

producers in the Southeast region and asking them to participate in an on-line survey.  The survey is part 

of a study titled “Policies to Develop Perennial Grass-based Advanced Biofuel Supply Chains in the 

Southeast U.S.” and is funded by the USDA.  Responses to this survey will help researchers analyze the 

factors that influence a producer’s interest in growing perennial grasses, specifically, Giant Miscanthus. 

Those who agree to take part in this study will be asked to complete a survey about your general 

farming practices, your opinions about contractual preferences for Giant Miscanthus, risk preferences, 

and a few demographics. The survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. 

Participation in the survey is completely voluntary.  If one decides to participate in this research survey, 

he/she may withdraw at any time.  To help protect confidentiality, the survey will not contain 

information that will personally identify the participant. 

Please help us get this survey to as many agricultural producers as possible by cutting and pasting this 

information to a new email and circulating to your farmer contacts.  Feedback from our Southeast 

farmers is very important. 

This research has been reviewed and approved by Mississippi State University-Institutional Review 

Board.  Should you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact Dr. Keith Coble at 

Coble@agecon.mststate.edu or 662-325-6670.  Dr. Coble is a Giles Distinguished Professor in the MSU 

Department of Agricultural Economics. 

Click the link below to go to the survey website (or copy and paste the link into your Internet browser).  

Survey link: https://msudafvm.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_9GIAmoJ5y3Pt6lL 

Thank you very much for your time.   

Biogenic Carbon Accounting 

On November 19, EPA released its long overdue revised biogenic carbon accounting framework, 

Framework for Assessing Biogenic CO2 Emissions from Stationary Sources, and is initiating a second 

round of peer review through its Scientific Advisory Board.  The agency also has signaled that they will 

initiate another round of public comment on the revised framework plan.  

While we need to spend some quality time digesting the 69 page framework plan, it appears that it 

supports the finding that use of waste-derived feedstocks and certain forest-derived industrial 

byproducts are likely to have minimal or no net atmospheric contributions of biogenic CO2 emissions. 

What is less clear is how agricultural and forest derived feedstocks will be treated. In a transmittal 

memo explaining EPA’s plans for addressing biogenic carbon dioxide emissions from stationary sources, 

Janet McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air and Radiation, notes that sustainably-derived 
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agricultural and forest-derived feedstocks may also be an approvable element in state CO2 compliance 

plans. The definition of “sustainably derived” will be the subject of intense debate through the comment 

period and how it is treated in the final rule will to a large degree determine whether bioenergy 

solutions sets reach their full potential.  

Continued collaboration on the part of bioenergy partners will be beneficial.  The good news at this 

juncture is that EPA did what we asked them to do - they issued a new draft for technical and public 

review. The bad news is that the path forward for bioenergy power production will now be debated in 

the context of exactly what “sustainably derived” feedstocks means and the adequacy of state 

sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs. For a glimpse of what is ahead, 

read the Janet McCabe Memo: Addressing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Emissions from Stationary 

Sources. 

 

To get more information on this issue and to read the full revised Framework for Assessing Biogenic CO2 

Emissions from Stationary Sources, please visit the EPA Office of Air and Radiation web site  

25x'25 Statement on EPA's Revised Biogenic Carbon Assessment Framework; Biomass Power Association 

Welcomes Carbon Clarification; NAFO Statement: EPA Carbon Accounting Framework for Biogenic CO2 

Emissions 

Renewable Fuel Standard 

As expected, the administration waited until after the mid-term elections to make an official 

announcement on the 2014 volume mandates under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).  However, I 

don’t think that anyone quite expected what came forth. 

On November 21, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it would not be able to 

complete the rule setting the 2014 volume mandates for renewable fuels by the Nov 30th deadline and 

will instead plan to address the 2014, 2015 and 2016 mandates next year so the administration can 

catch up with the statutory deadlines set by Congress.  The proposed rule was first offered at the end of 

2013 with a proposed 16 percent cut to the total biofuels mandate compared with the level set by 

Congress in 2007.  Uncertainty over biofuels requirements has angered biofuel producers and investors 

as well as petroleum gasoline blenders. 

The proposed 2014 rule ran into opposition from renewable fuel groups, who said the proposed rule 

substantially cutting biofuels targets "pulled the rug" from underneath billions of dollars investment 

made in reliance upon targets.  The petroleum refiners were also upset because delays in the mandates 

makes biofuels purchase planning much more difficult. 

This action by the EPA has set the stage for legal challenges and likely accelerated interest by the House 

and Senate to take up legislation designed to either repeal or scale back the RFS. In preparation for this 

debate, we all should focus on preparing a grassroots strategy for defending this important national 

energy security and rural economic development policy. 

 

The complete EPA statement, and a round-up of industry reaction including BIO, ABFA, NBB, RFA and 

AEC can be found at biofuelsdigest.com.   

 25x’25 Statement on EPA’s Decision to Delay the RFS Decision 
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Last week, members of a House Oversight subcommittee criticized the Environmental Protection Agency 

for the delay in the release of the 2014 renewable volume obligations.  Janet McCabe, the EPA's Acting 

Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation, said the delay is caused by challenges 

associated with the slow growth in cellulosic ethanol production and with the "blend wall." McCabe said 

she couldn't say when the RVOs would be finalized.    

EPA NAAQS proposal 

To wrap up a busy month at the EPA, on November 26, the EPA announced a new proposal to reduce 

smog, also known as ground level ozone, to new levels.  The EPA proposal would strengthen air quality 

standards to within a range of 65 to 70 parts per billion (ppb) with a goal of better protecting Americans’ 

health and the environment.  The EPA also seeks comments on levels as low as 60 ppb, which is where 

some scientists argue the level should be set.  The Clean Air Act requires EPA to review the standards 

every five years by following a set of open, transparent steps and considering the advice of a panel of 

independent experts.  EPA last updated these standards in 2008, setting them at 75 ppb. 

Agriculture, livestock and bioenergy partners are closely watching the debate as reduced levels could 

impact operational and production practices.  It argued that many current non-attainment areas will 

likely never reach 75 ppb and setting the standards lower will put many more areas of the country in 

violation of National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and impact economic development. 

BETO Releases Updated Multi-Year Program Plan 

The Bioenergy Technologies Office’s (BETO’s) activities, mission, and goals are helping meet the nation’s 

energy challenges.  BETO’s newest Multi-Year Program Plan (MYPP) includes updates to the terrestrial 

feedstock supply and logistics, algal feedstocks, and thermochemical conversion research and 

development sections.  The MYPP sets forth the goals and structure of BETO and identifies the research, 

development, demonstration, and deployment activities the Office will focus on over the next five years, 

and outlines why these activities are important to meeting the energy and sustainability challenges 

facing the nation.  This MYPP is intended for use as an operational guide to help the Office manage and 

coordinate its activities and communicate its mission and goals to stakeholders and the public. 

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
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News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 

International 

 New UN report, "State of the Global Biofuels Market" released by the U.N. Conference on Trade and 

Development, says second generation technologies, climate change concerns and economic pressures 

are carving the future of the growing biofuels sector.  While biofuels are a growing industry, biofuels will 

play a complementary role to fossil fuels in satisfying world energy demand. 

 Abengoa has been selected by Belgian Eco Energy to develop a 215 MW biomass power plant in 

Belgium that will be fueled by wood chips and agricultural residues. The system will also provide thermal 

energy to a district heating project. 

 The European Council issued a statement announcing it has agreed on the 2030 climate and energy 

policy framework for the European Union. The council has endorsed a binding EU target of at least 40 

percent domestic reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 compared to 1990. The framework also sets an 

EU target for renewable energy consumption at 27 percent in 2030. A 27 percent target is also set for 

energy efficiency. 

 Enerkem Inc., a waste-to-biofuels and chemicals producer, announced it has signed an agreement with 

Shanghai Marine Diesel Engine Research Institute ("SMDERI"), to develop a project partnership to jointly 

build a waste-to-biofuels facility in China. 

National 

 USDA announced that it is making $5.6 million in grants to 220 producers across the nation to support 
the production of advanced biofuels under the Advanced Biofuel Payment Program.  View the list of 
producers receiving payments. 

 A joint INL and PNNL report examines the effects of blending up to 20 percent renewable torrefied 
biomass with pulverized coal in electricity production in two case studies—one using woody biomass in 
central Alabama and the other using switchgrass in the Ohio River Valley. 

 A new analysis of real-world land use data by Iowa State University raises serious concerns about the 
accuracy of models used by regulatory agencies regarding "indirect land use changes" (ILUC) attributed 
to biofuels production. 

 There are opportunities to grow the E85 market — but only if E85 is properly priced compared to 
regular grade gasoline and the automobile industry continues to produce flex-fuel vehicles at historic 
rates, according to a new report released today by the Fuels Institute. 

 A recent Levelized Cost of Energy Analysis - Version 8.0 by Lazard find that the cost of energy from new 
utility-scale solar, wind and biomass power plants is increasingly competitive with more relevant 
conventional electricity fuels like coal, natural gas and nuclear power, even without subsidies in some 
markets. 

 On and around Oct. 22, nearly 50 coordinated events in the U.S. and Canada are celebrated the second 
annual National Bioenergy Day.  A full list of events can be found here. 

 The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Office of Energy Projects has published its Energy 
Infrastructure Update for September 2014, reporting the U.S. added 38 biomass power generation 
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units during the first nine months of the year. Together, those units have a combined capacity of 140 
MW. 

 The Biobased and Renewable Products Advocacy Group (BRAG) submitted petitions to the EPA 
requesting that biodiesel fuel manufacturers be granted the same Chemical Data Reporting exemptions 
that petroleum-based diesel manufacturers already receive. 

Regional 

 Southern forests are drawing millions of dollars in foreign spending to the U.S. to help utilities overseas 

meet carbon-emission rules that the U.S. is still debating. The Florida Times Union takes a look at how 

the Southeastern wood pellet industry is meeting the demand for sustainable energy resources. 

 Check out the latest IBSS newsletter at http://www.se-ibss.org/news-events/newsletters.   

 The fifth and final edition of SACE Bioenergy & Biocarbon News will help you stay apprised of big 

regional and national news on biocarbon (storage of carbon in the biosphere).  The focus has been 

news, reports, and developments in sustainable bioenergy and biocarbon. 

 Enviva Partners LP has filed a registration statement with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 

for a proposed $100 million IPO.  Enviva operates five pellet plants, including those in Wiggins MS; 

Amory, MS; Ahoskie, NC; Northampton, NC; and Southampton, VA.  More are planned. 

 The U.S. Forest Service requests proposals to substantially expand and accelerate wood energy 

(Statewide Wood Energy Teams, Wood Energy Projects, Wood Energy Markets) and wood products 

markets throughout the U.S. to support forest management needs on National Forest System and other 

forest lands.  The application deadline is Friday, January 23, 2015.   

In the States 

Alabama 

Governor Robert Bentley toured the Algae Systems, Inc. facility to get a firsthand look at their 

technology.  Algae Systems treats wastewater with algae, sunlight and agitation and create a biofuels 

feedstock.  They hope to invest $30M dollars into a commercial facility. 

Westervelt Renewable Energy, LLC, a supplier of wood pellets to the international marketplace, has 

initiated a process to implement Sustainable Biomass Partnership (SBP) Standards to ensure its biomass 

feedstocks are supplied from legal and sustainable sources in Alabama and Mississippi.   

Arkansas 

Cenergy USA of Little Rock, Arkansas won the inaugural Bioproducts Innovation of the Year awards for 

the development of Magic Dirt, a recycled co-product of generating renewable energy and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Arkansas trade publication outlines how the state’s biomass industry got a big boost earlier this summer 

when in the space of 30 days two privately held investor groups announced multi-million dollar projects 

to produce commercially viable wood pellets from the state’s vast supply of forest materials. 
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Florida 

The FDACS Office of Energy has published a Notice of Proposed Rule for Renewable Energy Technology 

and Production Tax Incentive Programs.  These rules allow for rebates of sales tax and tax credit directly 

related to investments, production and distribution of E10-100 and B10-100. 

E15 is now available in Florida, thanks to a partnership deal between Protec Fuel and filling stations run 

by Mid-State Energy. The Renewable Fuels Association helped by working with Florida regulators to 

remove the obstacles to the sale of E15 in the state 

Gevo announced that Highlands EnviroFuels has signed a letter of intent to become a Gevo licensee to 

produce renewable isobutanol.  The isobutanol plant would be bolted on to the back-end of a new 

syrup mill and have a nameplate capacity of approximately 20-25 million gallons per year. 

The Gainesville Renewable Energy Center announced it is the first power plant in the country to receive 

the Forest Stewardship Council’s chain-of-custody certification, affirming that its procedures for buying 

waste wood fuels conform to the FSC’s standard. 

Georgia 

This article from the Albany (GA) Herald says the Albany-Dougherty Payroll Development Authority 

approved a $250 million bond issuance for the biomass steam plant project to be built next to the local 

Procter & Gamble campus.  The biomass plant will allow the U.S. Marine Corps base at Albany to be the 

first DoD installation in the country to realize net-zero energy consumption. 

The Georgia Southern University Herty Advanced Materials Development Center, U.S. Endowment for 

Forestry and Communities, and the USDA Forest Service Forest Products Laboratory, announced the 

launch of the Consortium for Advanced Wood-to-Energy Solutions. The consortium’s goal is to 

spearhead development of commercially-viable, advanced wood-to-energy products. 

Illinois 

Researchers at the University of Illinois have published a study identifying yield zones for three major 

bioenergy crops:  Miscanthus and two types of switchgrass, Cave-in-Rock and Alamo.  They identified 

regions likely to continuously produce higher or lower yields for each crop.   

Louisiana 

The Louisiana Weekly examines the state’s growing wood pellet production industry and talks with key 

figures involved with economic development, market transformation and feedstock supply 

sustainability. 

Louisiana added 225 jobs in the biofuels industry during the 3rd quarter of 2014.  The report ranked 

Louisiana 8th in the nation for clean energy job creation during the quarter.  The jobs are linked to two 

planned biofuels projects: Cool Planet Energy Systems' plant in Alexandria and the Virdia plant in 

Lafourche Parish. 

In a company financial report, German Pellets indicated that production is expected to begin at the 

company’s 1.1 million-ton-per-year Urania facility later this year.  The company also has a 551,155-ton-

per-year wood pellet plant in Woodville, Texas, launched during the third quarter of 2013. 
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Renewable Energy Group, Inc. announced that commercial-scale quantities of renewable hydrocarbon 

diesel (RHD) produced at the company's Geismar biorefinery are now available for sale. This is the first 

truckloads of RHD produced at the 75-million gallon nameplate biorefinery since REG acquired it in June. 

Mississippi 

Solaplast, a division of Algix that converts algae from commercial catfish ponds into plastics, has opened 

a facility in Lauderdale County.  The plant will produce bioplastic resin, which will then be shipped to 

factories to be used in manufacturing of products. 

Ergon BioFuels LLC announced plans to restart the ethanol facility in Vicksburg in May 2015. With nearly 

60 million gallons of annual production capacity, the facility will produce ethanol, DDGs and corn oil.  

KiOR has made a decision not to appeal NASDAQ's decision to delist its stock the company announced.  

NASDAQ plans to delist the stock on November 6.  KiOR owes Mississippi $69.4 million, but the state 

delayed payments until October's end as the company seeks a buyer or additional financing.  On Nov. 

10, KiOR corporate filed for bankruptcy protection.  However, KiOR Columbus LLC has not filed.  KiOR 

Corporate assets will likely be actioned in January. 

Missouri 

Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon will serve as the 2015 vice chairman of the Governors’ Biofuels Coalition. Nixon 

should become chairman of the group in January 2016.  The coalition has 33 member states. 

North Carolina 

Enviva has announced a partnership with John Hancock Life Insurance Co. to develop wood pellet plants 

and marine export terminals in the southeastern U.S. Construction on a pellet plant in Sampson County 

and export terminal in Wilmington, North Carolina is expected to begin this month. 

Researchers are using biotechnology to chip away at barriers to producing biofuels from woody plants 

and grasses. NC State’s Forest Biotechnology Group summed up biofuel research progress and 

challenges for a special issue of the Plant Biotechnology Journal. 

South Carolina 

Quality Farms, a processor and convertor of spirits, wine and beer waste into fuel-grade ethanol and 

livestock feed, is establishing operations in Marion County. This process results in a significant reduction 

of waste currently directed to landfills. 

Blue Earth, Inc. announced that it expects to complete its initial CHP energy plant in the first quarter of 

2015 at the Pilgrim's Pride poultry protein processing facility located in Sumter.  The facility will utilize 

methane from its digester for useful purposes such as hot water and electricity generation. 

Tennessee 

The University of Tennessee of Knoxville received a $3.5 million grant to develop and demonstrate a 

state-of-the-art biomass processing depot to reduce sources of variation along the supply chain of 

biomass sources (pine and switchgrass) and deliver a consistent feedstock optimized for performance. 

Get to know Genera Energy’s VP for Business Development – Sam Jackson. 
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Texas 

Gemma Power Systems LLC has completed construction of the East Texas Electric Cooperative Woodville 

Renewable Power Project. The 49.9 MW biomass plant in Woodville, Texas, has completed testing and 

been turned over to ETEC for commercial operation.  The facility is fueled by chipped forest waste. 

Virginia 

Rivertop Renewables has begun construction of its first commercial plant in Danville, Virginia.  

Production of renewable sugar-based, sustainable, high performing, cost-competitive, glucaric acid-

derived products should begin in the summer of 2015. 

The electric power used by Volvo’s New River Valley assembly plant in Dublin, Virginia, is now carbon 

neutral.  As of November 2014, 100 percent of the plant’s electricity is generated by methane gas 

produced at 13 landfills in the region. 

Appalachian Biofuels LLC announced it will invest $3.5 million to establish its headquarters and 

enzymatic biodiesel production facility in Russell County.  Appalachian Biofuels will process multiple 

waste feedstock material and refine it using an enzymatic conversion process. 

Events 

12th ANNUAL NATIONAL BIODIESEL CONFERENCE & EXPO - January 19–22, 2015 at the Fort Worth 

Convention Center in Fort Worth, TX. 

The National Algae Association invites you to their Commercial Algae Production Networking 

Workshop in January 22-23, 2015, in Lafayette, LA.  Call for presentations open through Dec. 15.   

Save the date!  The Southeastern Sun Grant Center invites you to participate in the regional 

conference, Southern Crossroads: Progress In the Science & Technology of Biomass Production, 

Processing and Use. Hosted by The IBSS Partnership, the conference is scheduled for February 2-4, 2015 

at Auburn, AL.  

Registration is now open for the 20th Annual National Ethanol Conference: Going Global. This industry 

event will be held February 18-20, 2015, in Grapevine, Texas at the Gaylord TX Resort & Conf Center. 

 

Hope each of you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Wishing you a prosperous and 

exciting 2015!! 
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