
Southern Bioenergy Network News – April 2015 Edition 

Dear Southern Bioenergy Network Partners, 

Having trouble viewing this email, see the newsletter HERE in a webpage. 

REAP and BCAP News 

USDA published the final rule on the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) in the Federal Register. 

BCAP provides up to $25 million each year in financial assistance to owners and operators of agricultural 

and non-industrial private forest land who wish to establish, produce, and deliver biomass feedstocks to 

a qualifying energy facility.  Changes in the rule include:  matching payments have been reduced to no 

more than $20 per dry ton; Bagasse and materials not harvested directly from the land (sawdust from a 

saw mill) are no longer eligible feedstocks for matching payments; changes in project area criteria. 

Stakeholders are encouraged to visit www.regulations.gov to review program details and provide 

comments during a 60-day public comment period. Comments are due by April 28, 2015. The full 

program will resume in 90 days on May 28, 2015. Additional information on application dates will be 

announced this spring. For more information on the program, visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap 

and to learn more about the Farm Service Agency, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Biogenic Carbon Accounting 

The Biomass Power Association submitted comments to the EPA's Science Advisory Board ahead of the 
SAB’s March 25th meeting.  The comments emphasized the economics of forestry and power as 
evidence to support a "zero carbon" classification of biomass.  The BPA represents power plants in more 
than 20 states that use organic (bio-based) materials to generate baseload, grid-connected power. 
Currently, there are approximately 8,000 MW of installed capacity in the US utilizing primarily organic 
material. Approximately 75% of the capacity operates “behind the meter” at pulp and paper facilities; 
the remaining 25% operates as stand-alone power producers, 
 
Renewable Fuel Standard 

The Advanced Biofuels Association (ABFA) has called for legislative changes to the U.S. Renewable Fuels 

Standards (RFS) program, sparking criticism from those within the industry who favor maintaining the 

current policy.  At the Advanced Biofuels Leadership Conference, ABFA head Mike McAdams said the 

RFS needed to be reformed.  See Mike’s comments here and the comments of BIO and AEC opposing 

Congressional reform and decide for yourself if the RFS needs to be amended in Congress or focus on 

administrative improvements at the EPA. 

Citing uncertainty since the EPA delayed the release of the 2014 and 2015 mandates for blending 

renewable fuels into US fuel stocks under the RFS, US biodiesel production fell 22.96% from February 

2014 to February 2015.  Also, US exports of fuel ethanol in 2014 reached their second highest level at a 

total of 826 million gal. This level was second only to the 1.2 billion gal. exported during 2011.  The 

uncertainty of the RFS is causing ethanol producers to look to other markets. 

To add to the RFS mayhem, The American Petroleum Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical 

Manufacturers filed a joint lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia on March 18, against 

the EPA for its failure to issue the 2014 and 2015 renewable fuel blending mandates. 
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Meanwhile, U.S. ethanol production ascended to 14.34 billion gallons last year, according to the Energy 

Information Administration's monthly energy review. Last year's output surpassed 2013's total of 13.293 

billion gallons to set a record high. 

National Bioenergy Day 

Back for its third year!!  The Biomass Power Association, U.S. Forest Service and partners have begun 

planning for National Bioenergy Day 2015.  Last year, NBD more than doubled in scope, with 50 events 

held in the United States and Canada. We are hoping to grow NBD even more this year.  

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 21, 2015 (which also coincides with Forest Products 

Week). BPA will soon be sending a comprehensive “How to Host a National Bioenergy Day Event” guide 

to help you think through the elements needed to pull off a facility tour, staff appreciation day, or 

whatever way your organization decides to mark NBD. The guide will include case studies for previous 

successful events, as well as template materials for your planning purposes.  

Please forward this note to anyone who may be interested. Check www.bioenergyday.org for more 

information or contact Carrie Annand at carrie@usabiomass.org.  

Be a SAFER Alliance Partner 

Thanks for your continued support of the Southern Bioenergy Network and of SAFER.  If you have not 

yet done so, I want to invite you to you to become a partner of SAFER.  Please go to the SAFER Alliance 

website at www.saferalliance.net and look for the “Partners” link.  Joining is easy and there are no 

membership fees.  Your support and partnership is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brent Bailey 
25x’25 Alliance 
State Activities Coordinator 
SAFER Alliance 
Project Coordinator 
 
News from around the world and around the nation that impacts our region’s bioenergy development 

vision: 

International 

 A report by USDA-FAS-GAIN estimates the U.K. imported 4.6 million metric oven dried tons of 
wood pellets last year, making the country the largest importer of wood pellets in the world. The 
U.S. was the largest exporter of pellets last year at 3.6 million metric tons sold overseas 

 

 Advanced Energy Now 2015 Market Report shows that advanced energy is a nearly $1.3 trillion global 

Industry—as big as apparel and pharmaceuticals manufacturing. U.S. advanced energy market is $200 

billion, up 14% vs. 2013, 5x the growth rate of the U.S. economy overall. 
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National 

 Future Metrics has released a new white paper that outlines how using the well-proven strategy of co-
firing wood pellets with coal, that existing US coal power stations can support the Clean Power Plan's 
goals while creating jobs; all for an insignificant cost per kilowatt-hour. 

 The U.S. Energy Information Administration published a report on direct federal financial interventions 
and subsidies in biofuels and bioenergy for fiscal year (FY) 2103.  The report finds the total value of 
direct financial interventions and subsidies to be $29.3 billion. 

 The Fuels America coalition is launching a “Clean, Secure American Energy” campaign that will highlight 
the success of the renewable fuel standard (RFS). The campaign will culminate in the tenth anniversary 
of the RFS in August. 

 Energy technology innovation is critical for expanding U.S. economic growth, enhancing energy security 
and protecting our environment. The state of energy innovation and investments is described in 
Restoring American Energy Innovation Leadership: Report Card, Challenges and Opportunities. 

 Advanced Energy Legislation Tracker Tool www.aeltracker.org. 

 Third Way has released a report highlighting the connection between first- and second-generation 
ethanol and the need for continued implementation of the renewable fuels standard (RFS). 

 The National Research Council has released its report, "Industrialization of Biology: A Roadmap to 
Accelerate the Advanced Manufacturing of Chemicals," including a series of goals, recommendations 
and conclusions to expand the use of industrial biotechnology in chemical production. 

Regional 

 Representatives from the National Wildlife Federation’s affiliates deliberated and passed a conservation 

policy resolution calling for strong, specific, trackable biodiversity and other natural resource 

protections for sourcing of forest bioenergy. These protections include responsible harvesting practices 

that prohibit the conversion of natural ecosystems as well as harvests in ecosystems of high 

conservation value and make use of the most credible third party certifying systems that require these 

protections. The resolution supports state, federal and international government incentives for 

sustainable biomass operations that improve wildlife habitat and reduce net carbon emissions. Finally, 

the resolution calls for a moratorium on the use of high-risk invasive species for bioenergy, and for 

establishment of best management practices for those of moderate- and low-risk. Full text of the 

resolution. 

 

 See the latest IBSS newsletter. 

In the States 

Florida 

Aria Energy has announced the commencement of its 4.8MW landfill gas-to-energy facility at the 

Sarasota County’s Central County Solid Waste Disposal Complex. The amount of renewable energy 

produced at the facility is the equivalent of the electricity needed to supply over 2,800 homes. 

Georgia 
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Algae.Tec has commenced the expansion of its development and manufacturing facilities and the 

building of an initial small scale plant for the production of algae for the nutraceutical market. 

Researchers at the University of Georgia have discovered that manipulation of a specific gene in a 

hardwood tree species not only makes it easier to break down the wood into fuel, but also significantly 

increases tree growth.   

Illinois 

A study, “Cost of Abating Greenhouse Gas Emissions with Cellulosic Ethanol” by researchers at the 

Energy Biosciences Institute at Univ. of IL found that miscanthus will have higher yield and profit in the 

production of ethanol and outperforms other feedstocks in its ability to reduce GHG emissions. 

Iowa 

NC-based REPREVE Renewables, LLC, has been chosen to provide the agricultural and business 

development services for the University of Iowa’s Biomass Fuel Project.  REPREVE Renewables’ giant 

miscanthus will be used as fuel in the university’s power plant.  See press release. 

Kentucky 

The state's soybean board is encouraging farmers to ask their fuel distributors for biodiesel blends this 

spring during planting season in an effort to help boost demand for locally-produced biodiesel as well as 

to show distributors the market opportunities available within the agricultural community.  

 

Louisiana 

Construction has started on Stora Enso Biomaterials' $60 million plant in Raceland that will convert 

sugar cane waste into chemicals, sweeteners and biofuels by 2017.  The project next to Raceland Raw 

Sugar Corp. is a demo to test the technology for extracting chemical building blocks from bagasse. 

The Port of Alexandria is spending $6.4 million to upgrade infrastructure in preparation for construction 

of a $56 million biofuel plant for Cool Planet Energy Systems. 

An April 2 fire at REG’s Geismer renewable diesel facility is under investigation.  The refinery will remain 

offline until repairs can be made.  Two employees were injured in the fire. It should take 2-4 months to 

restore full operations. 

Mississippi 

Ergon BioFuels has entered into a services arrangement with Gavilon to originate and market grain and 

DDGS at the company’s 3.2-million-bushel warehouse in Vicksburg. The strategic supports the reopening 

of the 65-million-gallon-per-year-capacity ethanol plant in May 2015. 

North Carolina 

The Chemtex family of companies has been sued by Andritz, Inc. for its use of proprietary, patent-

protected biomass pre-treatment technology.  Andritz says its system has the potential to make 

cellulosic ethanol into a serious competitor to fossil fuels. 

Tennessee 
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Genera Energy’s single pass forage harvest system, also known as a field chopping system, set new 

records this year for switchgrass harvesting efficiency.  Genera also demonstrated improvements in in-

field drying and bale harvest systems for biomass sorghum and switchgrass. 

Events 

You are invited to attend the kick-off meeting of the NC Bioenergy Council, an initiative to enable the 

bioenergy industry in the North Carolina to expand and grow the market for biofuels, biopower and 

bioproducts produced in our state.  This meeting is on Monday, April 20th at McKimmon Center in 

Raleigh from 1 pm - 5 PM followed by a networking social from 5:30 - 7 PM.  

The 2015 NC State Energy Conference, hosted by North Carolina State University, will be held on April 

21-22 in Raleigh, NC.  The conference information with a registration link, agenda, and additional 

information is available at http://www.ncsu.edu/mckimmon/cpe/opd/sec/. 

The DoE will present a live webinar titled “Biofuels for the Environment and Communities” on 

Wednesday April 22, 2015, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. ET.  In this webinar, Drs. Virginia Dale (Oak 

Ridge National Laboratory) and Cristina Negri (Argonne National Laboratory) will discuss the results of 

their BETO-sponsored research on how to develop biofuels that positively impact the environmental, 

socioeconomic, and technoeconomic sustainability of biofuel development in the United States. 

Register to attend the webinar. 

The Forest Products Society is pleased to host its first "Introduction to Wood Science and Forest 

Products" course on May 11-13, 2015 at Mississippi State University, Department of Sustainable 

Bioproducts, in Starkville, Mississippi. The overall purpose of this three-day course is to provide those 

working in the forest products industry with a basic knowledge of wood properties, processing and 

production.  Learn more.  

 

The 2015 Florida Energy Systems Consortium Workshop will be held on May 20-21, 2015 at the 

Orlando Airport Marriott Lakeside in Orlando, FL.  The FESC Workshop showcases pioneering research, 

education and outreach programs that focus on Florida's sustainable energy future. To register for this 

workshop, submit an abstract, obtain more information, and view the agenda please go to our 2015 

Workshop page at: www.floridaenergy.ufl.edu/2015workshop/  

Biofuels Digest is announcing a new event for the leadership and major players in feedstock 

development, logistics and supply chains for the advanced bioeconomy. The Advanced Bioeconomy 

Feedstocks Conference (ABFC 2015) is organized by The Digest and will be held June 9-10 in New 

Orleans. Find out more about ABFC 2015 here. 

DOE announces Bioenergy 2015 conference for June 23-24 

In Washington, the Department of Energy's Bioenergy Technologies Office issued a "save the date" 

announcement for Bioenergy 2015, in Washington DC June 23-24. This year, the conference will discuss 

critical issues in bioenergy, including the impact of changing oil prices, vehicle/fuels co-optimization, the 

future of the Renewable Fuel Standard, and more. 

The SWITCHGRASS-III - Prairie & Native Grass International Conference will be held in Knoxville, 

Tennessee USA in Sept 30 – Oct 2, 2015.  Following the tradition, the conference will focus on 
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switchgrass as a dominant species of the tallgrass prairie and savannah ecosystems as well as dedicated 

lignocellulosic bioenergy feedstock.  Please use the following web link for important early and regular 

registration deadlines and submission of Abstract for your oral-, or poster 

presentation.  http://www.switchgrassconference.com/  Please pass this message along to colleagues, 

post-docs, and graduate students who might be interested in the meeting. 

Employment Opportunities 

Post-Doctoral Researcher or Research Associate Position Recruitment 
Bioenergy/Biofuels Market Research 
9-Month Project Contract 
 
Forest Products Marketing & Business Development Program 
School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University  

 

The Forest Products Business Development Program at the Louisiana Forest Products Development 

Center, Louisiana State University, is soliciting for an individual to be hired as either a Post-doctoral 

researcher or a Research Associate to participate in a prestigious $18 million USDA AFRI-CAP 

Program on bioenergy & biofuels. 

The successful candidate will lead a market research study of U.S. biofuel products, co-
products, and the companies that manufacture them. We will concentrate on facilities that use 
agricultural-based feedstock in order to understand what co-products and byproducts are being 
produced. Key informants will include processors, customers of bio-based fuel and co-products, 
policy makers, and other thought leaders. Specifically, the study constructs are: 1) type of 
customers, 2) type of biofuel co-products, 3) markets served, 4) business and product performance, 
5) customer satisfaction levels, 6) co-product economics, 7) supply chains for biofuel and co-
products, 8) firms’ demographics, and 9) barriers and drivers for biomass biofuels and co-products.  
 

This is a 9-month contract to start as soon as the position is filled. Included are all health and other 

benefits afforded to employees of Louisiana State University. Salary range is commensurate with 

applicant experience with a range of $3,200-$4,000/month. 

You will be working with Dr. Richard Vlosky, Director and Crosby Land and Resources Endowed 

Professor of Forest Sector Business Development, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center, 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center. 

Please email me a letter of intent and interest to vlosky@lsu.edu. Other contact information: Phone: 

(225) 578‐4527; Fax (225) 578‐4251, Address: Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources, 

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803.  www.LFPDC.lsu.edu 

 

 

 

 

http://www.switchgrassconference.com/
mailto:vlosky@lsu.edu
http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/


 

 


